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A handout picture taken in 1958 by Dutch photographer Ed Van Der Elsken and released
by the Rijksmuseum shows Queen Elizabeth (bottom center), at banquet at the historic
Ridderzaal (Hall of Knights) in The Hague in 1958, a youthful British regent with her hus-
band Prince Philip on a state visit, together with Dutch Queen Juliana and her husband
Prince Bernard. — AFP photos

A handout picture taken by Dutch photographer Ed Van Der Elsken and
released by the Rijksmuseum shows young people at a fair, one shooting
with a rifle, a picture of the unpublished book “Feest”, which means “to
party” in Dutch, compiling photographs which captured “life in his own
raw style” and an era from the 1950s to the early 60s.

A handout picture taken by Dutch photographer Ed Van Der Elsken and
released by the Rijksmuseum shows youth, one sticking out his tongue
as they pose in a street, a picture of the unpublished book “Feest”, which
means “to party” in Dutch, compiling photographs which captured “life
in his own raw style” and an era from the 1950s to the early 60s.

Handout picture showing scientists working inside a laboratory where tapdoles of
the ‘Rana del Loa’ (Loa’s Frog) has been successfully reproduced, in Santiago.

An inflatable in the form of Borat, UK comedian Sacha Baron Cohen’s fictional Kazakh reporter
floats down the River Thames in London to promote the release of the sequel, Borat
Subsequent Moviefilm. — AFP 

Two persons face the Eiffel Tower in Paris,
during a nighttime virus curfew as a measure
against the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic
caused by the novel coronavirus. — AFP 

Handout picture showing a tapdole of the ‘Rana del Loa’
(Loa’s Frog) at a laboratory in Santiago. — AFP photos

Amsterdam’s famous Rijksmuseum
unveiled a set of long-lost pictures
Friday taken around the 1950s by

Dutch master lensman Ed van der
Elsken, considered one of the most influ-
ential photographers of the last century.
Famous for his raw street-style photogra-
phy of daily life in Amsterdam, the newly
found picture book contains some 134
never-before-seen images ranging from
ordinary people to famous poets and
royals. The unfinished work was discov-
ered after Van der Elsken’s widow

Anneke Hilhorst transferred his estate to
the Rijksmuseum and the Rotterdam-
based Nederlands Photo Museum last
year. Van der Elsken died in 1990, aged
65. “For the curators, this marked the
beginning of their research into the Van
der Elsken working archive, comprising
11,000 objects,” the Rijksmuseum said
in a statement.

“One of many surprises was the mock-
up design of a photo book that Van der
Elsken compiled in roughly the same peri-
od that he was working on his magnum

opus Sweet Life,” it said. Called ‘feest’ in
Dutch, which means “feast”, the unpub-
lished book contains pictures of carnivals,
birthday parties including of renowned
Belgian poet Hugo Claus and Dutch and
British royals. A photo of Queen Elizabeth,
taken at a banquet at the historic
Ridderzaal (Hall of Knights) in The Hague
in 1958, shows a youthful British regent
with her husband Prince Philip on a state
visit, together with Dutch Queen Juliana
and her husband Prince Bernard. Hailing
a “remarkable discovery,” Rijksmuseum

director Taco Dibbits said the book ‘feest’
captured an era from the 1950s to the
early 60s. 

Van der Elsken “was one of the first
photographers in the 1950s who endlessly
walked the streets and captured life in his
own raw style,” added Hans Rooseboom,
the museum’s curator. His style inspired
generations of top Dutch photographers
including Anton Corbijn, famous for his
portraits of rock stars and celebrities and
award-winning photographer Ilvy
Njiokiktjien. “I think one of the main things

that I take from his work is that it can be
really amazing” capturing the daily lives of
people, Njiokiktjien told AFP. “It’s in the
daily lives of people where we connect,”
said Njiokiktjien, who was named official
“Dutch National Photographer” in 2013 for
her work. The newly-discovered photo-
book goes on display in a new exhibition
called “Ed van der Elsken: a crazy world”
which opens at the Rijksmuseum on
October 30. — AFP

When it comes to friendships,
people are known to become
more selective with age. It

turns out the same is true of male
chimps, who have fewer yet more
genuine pals to ape around with as
they get older, according to a study
published in the journal Science. The
research, which was led by animal
psychologist Alexandra Rosati at the
University of Michigan, was said to
provide the first evidence that ani-
mals exhibit age-related social selec-
tivity, and could help us understand
more about why humans behave as
they do. The authors drew on a huge
dataset of 78,000 hours of observa-
tions performed at the Kibale National
Park in Uganda between 1995 and
2016.  They reported on the social
interactions among 21 wild male

chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) rang-
ing in age from 15 to 58 years.

Males were chosen because they
remain in the communities in which
they are born, whereas the majority of
females disperse to new groups
when they become sexually mature.
Aside from being our closest animal
relatives, chimpanzees are an ideal
species to compare to humans
because they live long lives-some-
times until their 60s-and have a wide-
degree of choice in whom they
befriend. Male friends groom one
another, hunt and share meat togeth-
er, collectively patrol the boundaries
of their territories, and form alliances
to attain and keep high rank in their
groups, which in turn leads to more
individual reproductive success. To
study their affinities for one another,
the team developed an “association
index” that was based on how often a
male within a party was in close prox-
imity (under five meters) to another,
relative to how much they associated
with all group members.

The team produced three cate-
gories: mutual friends, who both
showed a preference for sitting with

each other, one-sided friends where
only one party showed a preference
but the other did not, and non-friends
where neither side preferred each
other. According to the findings, older
males had significantly more genuine
friendships than their younger coun-
terparts, whose attempts at bro-
mance were more often lopsided.
For example, a 40-year-old male had
on average three times as many high-
quality friendships and one-third as
many asymmetric friendships as a
15-year-old.

Emotional maturity 
Males over the age of 35 were also

found to selectively groom their gen-
uine friends, while the chimps
engaged in less aggressive behavior
toward others in their party-such as

hitting, biting, chasing or hostile dis-
plays-as they got older. Finally, while
the older chimps spent more time by
themselves than the younger ones,
when they did choose to mingle it
was with important social partners.
Writing in a related editorial, Joan Silk
of Arizona State University, Tempe,
said the paper had provided “con-
vincing evidence that male chim-
panzees behave much like humans
do as we age, and this pattern might
exist in other primates as well.”

It had been theorized that, as peo-
ple age, they focus on their oldest
and most important friends rather
than looking for new ones because of
their approaching sense of mortality.
But since chimps probably aren’t
capable of such perspective, Rosati
and her colleagues suggested other
factors may be at play, like a reduc-
tion in emotional reactivity. Strong
friendships might also help aging
chimps continue to thrive despite a
decline in their health and social sta-
tus, they added. — AFP

Acritically endangered species of
frog seems to have a bright future
after conservationists in Chile

launched a rescue campaign that has
produced 200 offspring. When the Loa
frog was rescued from its natural habitat
in northern Chile, there were only 14 indi-
viduals left. Considered the most endan-
gered species in Chile, they were taken to
the zoo in the capital Santiago in August
last year suffering from dehydration and
on the brink of death. Scientists had res-
cued them from a small canal in the north-

ern city of Calama that had almost entirely
dried up and where 600 frogs had
already died. “Today we have great news
for the world’s ecosystem,” Housing and
Urbanism Minister Felipe Ward said. “We
had to replicate the exact water condi-
tions there are in the north of our country
to keep them alive,” added Alejandra
Montalba, the director of the national zoo. 

Measuring just six centimeters (2.3
inches) and with webbed hind legs, the
Loa frog (Telmatobius dankoi) is a
microendemic species that originates

from wetlands close to the Loa River,
which is the longest in Chile. Located in
the Atacama desert-the most arid in the
world-the frog’s natural habitat has suf-
fered from human over-exploitation and
more than a decade of drought in north-
ern Chile. The frog’s plight is sympto-
matic of the environmental crisis facing
the world with the loss of a million
species, Chilean authorities warned last
year. — AFP

Donald Trump said he has not been
a fan of Sacha Baron Cohen-even
before a clip from the British come-

dian’s new Borat movie forced the US
president’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani into an
awkward explanation. Asked about the
clip-which shows Giuliani in a faked
“interview” with an attractive and flirta-
tious young woman-while speaking to
journalists aboard Air Force One, Trump
said: “I don’t know what happened.” “But
years ago, you know, he tried to scam
me. And I was the only one who said no
way. That’s a phony guy. And I don’t find
him funny.” Trump said the incident hap-
pened about 15 years ago. “To me, he
was a creep,” Trump said. The president
did not provide further details about that
encounter, but in a 2003 interview, Baron
Cohen-playing the wannabe gangster Ali
G-pitched a business venture to Trump:
special gloves for eating ice cream.

Before the new Borat film’s release,
word of Baron Cohen’s latest outrageous

ambushes on unsuspecting participants
had spread like wildfire. On Wednesday,
Giuliani issued an angry denial over the
fake interview. In the film, the encounter
appears to leave the 76-year-old former
New York mayor in a compromising situ-
ation, caught with his hands down his
pants in the bedroom. Giuliani said the
scene was “a complete fabrication.” “I
was tucking in my shirt after taking off
the recording equipment. At no time
before, during, or after the interview was
I ever inappropriate,” he tweeted. “If
Sacha Baron Cohen implies otherwise,
he is a stone-cold liar.” The comedian
continued to poke fun at Giuliani. In a
video posted on social media, Borat him-
self leapt to his defense and accused
the “fake news media”  — a term often
used by Trump and his supporters-of
turning an “innocent” encounter into
“something disgusting.”— AFP

Eiffel Tower sees
dizzying drop in
visitor numbers
The Eiffel Tower is experiencing a

collapse in visitor numbers as for-
eign tourists stay away and tight

coronavirus measures, including a cur-
few, take their toll, the Paris landmark’s
operator said Friday. Ticket sales have
fallen by 80 percent compared to 2019,
according to the operator, SETE, and rev-
enue by 70 percent. “We have 2,500 visi-
tors per day for a monument than can
accomodate up to 25,000,” SETE presi-
dent Jean-Francois Martins told RTL
radio. “Since the end of the summer,
we’re down to between 10 and 20 per-
cent of our usual attendance,” he said.
Social distancing rules allow lifts going
up the tower to carry only half the usual
number of people. The Eiffel Tower has
also cancelled its night opening hours as
curfew rules in Paris are banning people
from being out after 9:00 pm. But the
almost complete absence of foreign
tourists, who usually account for up to 85
percent of visitors, hurts the most, SETE
spokeswoman Isabelle Esnous told
AFP.—AFP


