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News in brief

US embassy warnings in Azerbaijan 

WASHINGTON:  The United States on Saturday
warned that Americans and foreigners could be
targeted by kidnappers or attackers in Azerbaijan,
where a conflict is roiling the separatist province
of Nagorno-Karabakh. “The US Embassy in Baku
has received credible reports of potential terrorist
attacks and kidnappings against US citizens and
foreign nationals in Baku,” the diplomatic mission
said on its website in a message shared by the
State Department on Twitter.  —AFP

Venezuela’s Lopez headed to Spain

MADRID:  Leopoldo Lopez, a Venezuelan oppo-
sition figure who has sheltered at the Spanish
ambassador’s residence in Caracas for 18 months,
has now fled the country, his father told AFP
Saturday. “I can confirm he left the embassy of
his own free will and left Venezuela in secret,” his
father, who is also called Leopoldo Lopez and
who lives in Spain, said. Later, the younger Lopez
himself seemed to confirm the news. —AFP

Colombia hits 1m COVID cases

BOGOTA: Colombia on Saturday surpassed the
benchmark of one million cases of COVID-19
registered in the country since the beginning of
the pandemic, the health ministry announced. The
last 24 hours saw 8,769 new infections, bringing
the total to 1,007,711 since the first case was
detected on March 6, the ministry said. Deaths
rose to 30,000 after authorities added 198 fatali-
ties from the last 10 days. With 50 million people,
Colombia is the eighth country to top a million
infections, after the United States, India, Brazil,
Russia, Argentina, Spain and France. —AFP

FB may block ad targeting research

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook has demanded
that New York University pull the plug on a
research project into the platform’s targeting
practices for political ads, saying it is a violation
of terms to collect user data. “A week ago,
Facebook sent me a (cease and desist order)
asking us to take down AdObserver and delete
our data. The public has a right to know how
political ads are targeted, so we will not be com-
plying with this request,” Laura Edelson, a PhD
student and researcher with NYU Ad
Observatory, said in a post Friday. —AFP

3,732 new cases in Indonesia

JAKARTA: Indonesia reported 3,732 new coro-
navirus infections yesterday, official data from
the health ministry showed, taking the country’s
total number of cases to 389,712. The data
showed that the country had 94 additional
deaths from the virus, taking the total number of
fatalities to 13,299. The government of
Indonesia’s capital city Jakarta said in a state-
ment earlier on Sunday that it will extend mass
social restriction measures introduced to curb
the spread of the virus until Nov 8.  —Reuters

WAUKESHA, US: An energized Joe Biden and
Barack Obama on Saturday accused Donald Trump
of a massive screw-up in his handling of the coron-
avirus, but the US president remained ebullient
despite trailing in polls with 10 days to go until the
election. Trump plowed through three campaign ral-
lies in one day, targeting separate battleground
states as he sought to close the gap with Biden.

But the president’s efforts have been inescapably
overshadowed by a grim reality: The United States
saw a record high number of new daily COVID-19
cases for the second day in a row on Saturday, fig-
ures from Johns Hopkins University showed, as
warnings grew over its spread.

The country reported 88,973 new infections
between 8:30 pm Friday and 8:30 pm Saturday, the
figures showed, substan-
tially above the previous
day’s 79,963. A total of
8,568,625 cases have
been reported in the
United States with 224,751
deaths, the highest in the
world in absolute terms. 

The worst current out-
breaks in the country are
in the north and Midwest,
and some 35 of the 50
states are seeing an
increase in case numbers. 

‘Leaning how to die with it’
“That’s Donald Trump’s presidency,” Biden said

Saturday during a drive-in rally, one of two events in
his native Pennsylvania, a critical swing state. He
spoke from a stage decorated with bales of hay and
Halloween pumpkins. “Donald Trump said, and is still
saying, we’re rounding the corner. It’s going away.

We’re learning how to live with it.”
Biden added: “We’re not learning how to live with

it. You’re asking us to learn how to die with it and it’s
wrong.” The Biden campaign also deployed a key
surrogate, former president Barack Obama, who
slammed the Trump administration’s COVID-19
response.

“The idea that somehow this White House has done
anything but completely screw this thing up is non-
sense,” Obama told supporters at a drive-in rally in
Miami, Florida. “Donald Trump isn’t suddenly going to
protect all of us. He can’t even take the basic steps to
protect himself,” Obama added, referring to Trump’s
hospitalization for COVID-19 three weeks ago.

Also slamming the president’s failure to denounce
white supremacy, and the many times he has lied in

public, among other issues,
Obama called on support-
ers to vote for his former
vice president.

“We can make things
better... That’s what voting
is about, not making things
perfect, but making things
better,” he said. “If we vote
up and down the ticket like
never before, we will elect
Joe Biden.”

‘I get it’ 
Trump shrugged off Obama’s criticism, saying on

Twitter that the former president had only “47 peo-
ple” at his event. “No energy, but still better than
Joe!” he quipped. And he shrugged off polls which
continue to show his Democratic rival Biden leading
the race. “They want to depress you,” he said of the
political and media outlets reporting the numbers.
“These polls are much better than four years ago.”

“This election is a choice between a Trump super-
recovery and a Biden depression,” he told support-
ers under a hot sun in North Carolina, highlighting
promises of a cure to Covid-19 and a rapid econom-
ic recovery. Biden has a firm lead in national polls,
and narrower leads in many battleground states like
Florida that typically decide the winner of US presi-
dential elections.

But Democrats are not about to forget the stun-
ning upset Trump pulled off in 2016 when he defeat-
ed Hillary Clinton, and Biden worked to chip away at
Trump supporters Saturday. “I understand why
some people voted for Donald Trump, they believe
they weren’t seen, or being respected or heard... I
get it. But then he got elected, he immediately forgot
the Forgotten Man,” he said at a second rally in
Dallas, Pennsylvania.

“You know, you’ll be seen and you’re heard and
respected by me... if elected president, there’ll be no

red states or blue states, only the United States,” he
said. Trump’s current grueling travels aim to repeat
his 2016 feat. Earlier Saturday, Trump cast his own
vote at a public library in Florida, telling reporters
with a smile: “I voted for a guy named Trump.” He
thus became one of nearly 55 million Americans to
cast early ballots in a year when the coronavirus has
made in-person voting problematic.

Campaigning at a frenetic pace, Trump then hop-
scotched from North Carolina to Ohio, and later to
Wisconsin, where he doubled down on his optimism,
repeating claims that the country is “rounding the
turn” of the pandemic. Referring to earlier comments
by Biden warning of a “dark winter” with Covid-19,
Trump said he thought his rival was “very dark.”

“They say you sound too optimistic,” he added of
himself. “That’s right, because I love this country.
We’re optimists... Our country next year will be
greater than ever before.” —AFP

US sees record COVID-19 numbers for second day straight

Biden, Obama slam Trump’s COVID 
response, president stays optimistic

Kamala Harris 
brings energy to 
Biden’s campaign
ATLANTA: As she speaks to cheering crowds,
drops in to neighborhood coffee shops or pays
“surprise” visits to college students, 56-year-old
Kamala Harris has brought a jolt of youthful energy
to the low-key presidential campaign of her 77-
year-old running mate, Democrat Joe Biden.

“I ’m very happy to be back in Atlanta,
Georgia,” she says as she steps jauntily down the
stairs of a private plane onto the tarmac of the
city’s international airport in the autumnal warmth
of the US South. “I’m Kamala Harris and I’m run-
ning to become the next vice president of the
United States.”

Left unsaid is that she is the first Black woman
and the first of South Asian descent to be on a
major party’s presidential ticket. Normally reti-
cent about speaking to the press, the California
Democrat is visibly eager to make her boss’s case
in the f inal  days of the campaign to unseat
Donald Trump. 

In her tailored pants suits, high stilettos and
black masks-or in her jeans and Converse Chuck

Taylor sneakers on more casual occasions-she
embodies the party’s youth and diversity, rein-
forced by the credentials of a US senator and for-
mer California attorney general. As such, she stands
as a sort of counterpoint to the white-haired candi-
date atop the ticket.

In Georgia she keeps up a furious pace-trying
to make up for the months during which the coron-
avirus pandemic nearly paralyzed the Democratic
teams’ efforts to bring their message before a wide
public. But the two Democrats are still far from the
pre-pandemic days when candidates would skip
across the country in a single day-as Republican
Donald Trump is continuing to do, often paying lit-
tle heed to Covid-19 safety precautions.

Targeted visit 
In the name of caution, Biden and Harris have

limited their travels, often accompanied by only
small groups of journalists who have few opportu-
nities to ask questions. If this strategy is welcomed
by public health experts, its effect can tend to mute
their voices on the national media stage-dominat-
ed, as it has been since 2016, by the omnipresent
Republican billionaire.

But the race to the White House revolves cru-
cially around a few key swing states. And a well-
targeted visit, even a short one, can provide a
boost when picked up by local news media.
Georgia, a Southern state with a history marred by

slavery and segregation, has not voted for a
Democratic presidential candidate since Bill
Clinton, himself a Southerner, in 1992.

This time, polls show a tight race between
Trump and Biden as record numbers of motivated
Georgians have voted early in the state, where one-
third of the population is African American. 

That has given Democrats hope. “There’s just so
much at stake,” Harris tells a group of students from
historically black colleges and universities.  Herself
the graduate of such a school, Howard University in
Washington, Harris has surprised the wide-eyed
students in the middle of a meeting. —AFP

CLEVELAND: US Democratic vice presidential nominee
Senator Kamala Harris speaks during an election cam-
paign event in Cleveland, Ohio, Saturday. —Reuters

WEST BEACH, Florida: President Trump waves after cast-
ing his own vote at a public library in Florida. —Reuters

Joe Biden and his wife Jill share a hug after his
speech. —AFP

Candidates hit 
swing states as

Trump trails 

Ten moments 
that defined 
US campaign
WASHINGTON: With Donald Trump running for re-
election, the 2020 US presidential election was always
expected to be a dramatic and eventful ride. But nobody
predicted a global pandemic that would upend every
facet of the campaign.

Here are 10 pivotal moments from a dizzying elec-
tion year: 

1. Trump acquitted, Feb 5, 2020 
At the beginning of the year, things were looking up for

the Republican president. Trump’s Senate impeachment trial
ended with him cleared on two charges brought by
Democrats. The fallout from the Mueller Report was no
longer hanging over his head. The economy was roaring -
and prospects for his re-election looked relatively strong.
After years of strife, the moment offered him a chance for a
reset. But even as things looked rosier for the president,
cases of COVID-19 were beginning to circulate in California
and the Pacific Northwest. 

2. Biden wins South Carolina primary, Feb 29, 2020 
After disappointing finishes in the Iowa caucuses and

New Hampshire primary, Joe Biden’s presidential bid
looked cooked. But his campaign aides asserted that
things would turn around as soon as African Americans
began voting in large numbers - and they were right.
Biden blew the field away in South Carolina, causing sev-
eral rivals to immediately drop out and setting the stage
for a stunning run that sewed up the Democratic nomina-
tion in a matter of weeks. Biden would perhaps prove to
be the one Democrat best suited to pull moderate voters
in the Midwest and elsewhere away from Trump. 

3. Trump delivers coronavirus address, March 11, 2020 
After weeks of downplaying the coronavirus threat

and with cases skyrocketing in the country, Trump deliv-
ered a rare national address from the Oval Office in an
attempt to reassure a jittery public. Two days later, he
would declare a national emergency. The virus would

reshape American life, closing schools, businesses and
restaurants, trapping millions at home and becoming the
dominant issue of the 2020 election. It would also keep
Trump - and Biden even more so - off the campaign trail
for months. 

4. Sanders drops out, April 8, 2020 
Trailing Biden badly in delegates and with the coron-

avirus outbreak paralyzing the nation, Bernie Sanders
became the final rival for the Democratic nomination to
drop out of the race. He would endorse Biden a few days
later, ensuring that the party would not be riven by dis-
cord as it was four years earlier when Sanders refused to
concede to Hillary Clinton until the party’s national con-
vention. Sanders’ move allowed Biden to turn his focus
squarely to the general election with nearly seven months
to go. Biden worked to make Sanders’ supporters feel
welcome, establishing a series of policy working groups
that included progressive voices. 

5. Trump’s ‘bleach’ moment, April 23, 2020 
With the death toll from the pandemic nearing

50,000, Trump at one of his daily virus briefings sponta-
neously suggested that injecting disinfectants such as
bleach into the human body could eliminate the virus.
Public health experts quickly warned the public that
doing so would be toxic, and Trump later claimed he was
being sarcastic. The resulting furor was a factor in his
deciding, days later, to suspend the briefings entirely,
even though opinion polls in April had shown an uptick in
public approval of his handling of the crisis. 

6. Protesters gassed outside White House, June 1, 2020 
Washington was one of several cities convulsed by

largely peaceful protests in the wake of the death on May
25 of George Floyd, a Black man, at the hands of
Minneapolis police. On June 1, Trump gave an address at
the White House invoking the “law and order” theme he
would employ during the rest of his campaign. US Park
Police and National Guard troops, clad in riot gear, then
used pepper spray to clear the park outside the White
House of protesters so that Trump could walk to historic
St John’s Church and pose for a photo holding up a Bible.
The melee became an image that would haunt Trump, as
polls showed Americans largely supportive of the protests
for racial justice. His approval rating soon dropped to a
seven-month low. 

7. Harris joins Biden’s ticket, Aug 11, 2020 
Biden tapping Senator Kamala Harris of California, a for-

mer rival for the nomination, as his running mate didn’t come
as a surprise. She had been the favorite all along. But she
swiftly proved herself to be everything Biden needed, giving
him a practiced and polished campaign partner and energiz-
ing the Democratic base. She also brought her own fundrais-
ing prowess to bear, with contributions to Biden’s campaign
reaching stratospheric levels once she was in the fold. 

8. Justice Ginsburg dies, Sept 18, 2020 
The worst fears of liberals came true as the storied jus-

tice finally succumbed to cancer less than two months
before the Nov 3 election. Trump did not hesitate to fill the
slot, nominating Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the court and
likely ensuring a conservative majority for years to come.
The move gave conservatives a reason to cheer in what had
been a challenging year for the president. But it also galva-
nized Democrats, particularly women, while allowing the
Biden campaign’s warnings of threats to the Affordable
Care Act and abortion rights to be thrown into stark relief 

9. The first Trump-Biden debate, Sept 29, 2020 
Needing something to turn his fortunes around, Trump

came into his first debate with Biden looking for a fight. But
his belligerence worked against him. He repeatedly inter-
rupted Biden and the moderator, Chris Wallace, to the point
where the entire event veered out of control. He attacked
Biden’s family. Polls and focus groups conducted afterward
showed swing voters were repulsed by his behavior. Trump
would later drop out of the second debate after it was
switched to a virtual format in the wake of his COVID-19
diagnosis. He then adopted a more restrained tone for the
final face-off with Biden on Oct 22.

10. Trump gets COVID-19, Oct. 2, 2020 
After weeks of holding in-person rallies in which safety

measures against the spread of the coronavirus were large-
ly ignored, Trump and several aides tested positive for the
disease. A short illness and quarantine period kept him off
the campaign trail for 10 days. The bigger damage, however,
may have been to the president’s image. With Trump
already faulted by a majority of Americans for his handling
of the pandemic, his diagnosis made the White House look
bumbling and hypocritical. And it ensured the virus would
remain the central issue of the campaign just weeks before
Election Day.  —Reuters


