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BAGHDAD: Iraqi demonstrators wave flags as they gather in Tahrir Square in the center of the capital yesterday to mark the first anniversary of a massive anti-government movement demanding the ouster of the entire ruling class
accused of corruption. — AFP 

Security forces use water cannon, tear gas against protesters 
BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces fired water cannon
and tear gas at anti-government protesters yesterday
to prevent them crossing barricades on a bridge
leading towards government buildings. The skirmish-
es came as hundreds of Iraqis took to the streets of
Baghdad and some southern cities to hold anti-gov-
ernment protests, marking a year since mass anti-
government unrest that killed more than 500 people.

“We will not stop protesting to demand our
stolen rights. We are the victims of corrupted gov-
ernments,” said Najim Abdullah, a protester stand-
ing near the Jumhuriya bridge in the capital.
Security forces had deployed in force to control
protests that began in the morning, and to stop
demonstrators crossing Jumhuriya bridge, which
leads to the fortified Green Zone that houses gov-
ernment buildings and foreign missions. There were
no immediate reports of casualties.

On the bridge, hundreds of protesters atop con-
crete barriers yesterday shouted slogans in memory
of fallen “martyrs”, waving Iraqi flags and portraits of
those killed. Security forces also sealed off other
bridges over the Tigris River. “We want to dissolve
parliament, a transparent electoral law, a new law
organizing political parties and for the state to take

control of the flow of arms,” said lawyer Sajjad Salam,
leading a group of demonstrators from the southern
city of Kut.

Hussein Mortada from Amara, also in the south,
said he was he was determined to take part in the
revival of the so-called “October revolution” despite
“threats from political parties and powerful local fig-
ures”. “We want to achieve our objective of building a
new Iraq,” Ali Ghazi, a demonstrator from the south-
ern city of Nasiriyah that has been also at the center
of protests, told AFP.

Yesterday’s protests were more subdued than
demonstrations last year where thousands rallied in
Baghdad and the south, facing off against security
forces and militiamen in clashes that maimed and
killed mostly young, jobless demonstrators. Prime
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi, who took office in May
after his predecessor was driven out by last year’s
unrest, has painted himself as a leader who supports
demonstrators.

In a televised address on Saturday he pledged to
hold early and fair elections, a demand of many pro-
democracy activists, and said security forces would
this time around not harm any peaceful protesters.
“We want our freedom. We want our rights,” one

protester said after throwing stones at riot police
above Jumhuriya bridge. He retreated when police
responded with tear gas.

Security forces and unidentified gunmen carried
out a fierce crackdown on anti-government distur-
bances that erupted in Oct 2019, killing hundreds of
mostly unarmed protesters using live gunfire and tear
gas. The protesters had taken to the streets in mostly
uncoordinated opposition to the political elite that
has ruled since the 2003 US invasion that toppled
Saddam Hussein.

They accuse those in power, especially Iranian-
backed parties and militia groups, of fuelling endemic
corruption that kept large swathes of the oil-rich
Arab country in ruins even during times of relative
peace. Since the 2017 defeat of Islamic State mili-
tants, a moment many Iraqis hoped would signal a
turning point for their country, millions have strug-
gled to make a living and been deprived of reliable
electricity, clean water and education.

Threats, killings and abductions of activists have
continued since the protests lost steam earlier this
year, out of a combination of protester fatigue and
movement restrictions to combat the COVID-19
pandemic. — Agencies 

News in brief

Key Al-Qaeda leader killed 

KABUL: Afghan forces have killed a top Al-
Qaeda militant wanted by the United States,
as the government on Sunday accused the
Taleban of still keeping close ties with the
Islamist militant group. Abu Muhsin Al-Masri,
an Egyptian national believed to be the
group’s number two in the Indian subconti-
nent, was targeted in eastern Ghazni province,
Afghanistan’s intelligence agency said in a
statement. Masri, who also goes by the name
Husam Abd-al-Ra’uf, is on the FBI’s Most
Wanted Terrorists list. — AFP 

Ethiopia summons US envoy 

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia on Saturday sum-
moned the US ambassador over what it called
an “incitement of war” between Ethiopia and
Egypt from US President Donald Trump over
their dispute about the filling and operation of
a massive hydropower dam. Trump called on
Friday for an agreement between the coun-
tries, but added it was a dangerous situation
and that Cairo could end up “blowing up that
dam”. Ethiopian Foreign Affairs Minister Gedu
Andargachew summoned US Ambassador to
Addis Ababa Mike Raynor to seek clarifica-
tions on the comments. — Reuters 

Turkey extends research mission 

ISTANBUL: Turkey has extended once
again a research ship’s search for gas in con-
tested waters of the eastern Mediterranean
in defiance of calls from the West to pull
back the vessel. The navy said in a message
on the international maritime alert system
NAVTEX late Saturday that the Oruc Reis
would stay in the region until Nov 4. It had
previously said it would remain until Tuesday.
In a counter-message on NAVTEX, Greece
deemed the Turkish activity as “unauthorized
and illegal, in an area that overlaps the Greek
continental shelf”. — AFP 

Cameroon school attack kills 8

KUMBA, Cameroon: Attackers armed with
guns and machetes killed at least eight chil-
dren Saturday in a raid on a school in south-
western Cameroon, the United Nations said.
No group claimed responsibility for the
attack on the bilingual school in Kumba, but
the area has been caught up in violence
between Anglophone separatists and gov-
ernment forces for three years. A source
close to police added that the children were
ki l led when a “group of nine terrorist
assailants” stormed the school and opened
fire on pupils aged between nine and 12
years. — AFP 

Deal to normalize 
ties with Israel stirs 
opposition in Sudan
KHARTOUM: Prominent political factions in Sudan
have rejected a deal brokered with the help of the
United States to take steps to normalize ties with Israel.
The agreement was sealed on Friday in a call between
US President Donald Trump, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, and Sudanese transitional leaders.
It would make Sudan the third Arab country to set aside
hostilities with Israel this year, though some Sudanese
officials have said it should be approved by a yet-to-be
formed transitional parliament.

The issue is sensitive in Sudan, formerly a hardline
critic of Israel, dividing opinion among military and civil-
ian leaders heading a transition after former President
Omar Al-Bashir was toppled following months of
protests in April 2019. The government has said estab-
lishing ties with Israel should be treated separately from
Sudan’s removal from the US state sponsors of terrorism
list, a move US President Donald Trump said would pro-
ceed days before announcing the deal on normalization.

Sudan, mired in economic crisis, was offered help
with debt relief, food security and economic develop-
ment in the statement announcing normalization. Among
those criticizing the deal was the National Consensus
Forces Alliance, a leftist coalition and key component of
the Freedom and Change (FFC) alliance that emerged
from the uprising against Bashir. 

“The transitional power intentionally violates the con-
stitutional document and makes steps towards normal-
ization with the Zionist entity, breaking with the princi-
ples and commitments of Sudan’s Three Nos,” it said in a
statement. The “Three Nos” refers to a commitment
made in Khartoum by Arab states in 1967 to “no recog-
nition of Israel, no peace with Israel and no negotiations
with Israel”. The Popular Congress Party, an Islamist fac-
tion that backed Bashir, also condemned the move. On
Thursday, veteran opposition leader Sadiq Al-Mahdi
threatened to pull the support of his Umma Party from
the government if it went ahead with the move. Some
Sudanese say they could accept normalization if it is in
Sudan’s economic interests, and there have been no
street protests against the deal. Others object.—Reuters

Thais gather 
for protest 
after PM snub
BANGKOK: Hundreds gathered yesterday at a major
Bangkok intersection to renew calls for Premier Prayut
Chan-O-Cha to resign, after he ignored a deadline to
step down set by protesters who have issued unprece-
dented challenges to the regime. The former military
chief who staged the 2014 coup is facing pressure from
a student-led pro-democracy movement that has
organized massive demonstrations for months calling for
his resignation.

They regard his hold on power - renewed after last
year’s widely disputed elections - as illegitimate and on
Wednesday gave him three days to step down. But the
deadline came and went on Saturday night, spurring
hundreds to gather Sunday at downtown Bangkok’s
Ratchaprasong intersection, surrounded by gleaming
shopping malls and watched on by traffic police. 

“Today is open for everyone who wants to talk about
their dissatisfaction about Prayut’s government,” said
organiser Jatupat “Pai” Boonpattararaksa, who had
called for the protest the night before. He reaffirmed the
movement’s core three demands - for Prayut to step
down, a rewrite to the 2017 military-scripted constitu-
tion, and for authorities to “stop harassing” political
opponents. “If Prayut insists not to quit, we will keep
insisting on coming out to oust him,” Pai said. 

The gathering saw a diverse crowd-drag queens in
full regalia, young people in hard hats ready for a police
crackdown and older protesters worried about
Thailand’s freefalling economy.  “I want Prayut to think
as a citizen rather than as a prime minister,” said 43-
year-old Nuch. “The economy is really bad -since he
cannot solve the problem, he should resign and let
someone else do it.” Prayut remained resolute Saturday
while attending a prayer ceremony for the country at a
historic Bangkok temple, saying “all problems can be
solved” through compromise. He also told reporters he
“won’t quit”. The movement is largely leaderless though
the different groups are united when it comes to their
demands for an overhaul to Prayut’s government.

Some are also issuing controversial calls for reform

to the kingdom’s unassailable monarchy, questioning the
role of King Maha Vajiralongkorn in Thailand - once a
taboo act due to draconian royal defamation laws.
Another group called the People’s Movement
announced a march to the German Embassy today
afternoon - in apparent defiance of the king, who
spends long periods of time in Germany.

Charm offensive 
The monarch has been back in Thailand for the past

week and a half to commemorate a Buddhist holiday
and the death of his late father Bhumibol Adulyadej. He
has not commented on the demonstrations, despite ten-
sion in Bangkok as protesters grow bolder in their chal-
lenge to the royal institution. But the king has made rare
public visits with his supporters waiting outside the
palace - a charm offensive for an army of local and
international media. On Friday, he broke with royal pro-
tocol to praise a man who had held up a portrait of the
king’s parents at a pro-democracy rally. “Very brave. So
good. Thank you,” the king told the man, according to
footage posted on Facebook. Following the interaction,
that quote trended as a hashtag on Twitter in Thailand.
Also top-trending yesterday morning was the hashtag
“25 October mob”. Prayut had initially imposed emer-
gency measures banning gatherings of more than four,
but lifted them a week later when they failed to stop
tens of thousands showing up to guerrilla demonstra-
tions across the capital. Scores of activists and protest-
ers have been arrested, with several facing serious
charges such as sedition. —AFP

BANGKOK: A pro-democracy protester holds a sign
with the image of Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-O-Cha urging him to leave office at an anti-gov-
ernment rally yesterday. — AFP 


