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the United States, helped “evacuate” commuters 

from the station in the mock attack, before working 
in tandem with a control center to apprehend the 
suspects. 

Members of the special unit will be sent to 
major metro stations during Expo 2020. The six-
month event was delayed by one year due to coro-
navirus, and is now set to open in Oct 2021. It was 

expected to attract 15 million visitors before the 
global economy and transport systems were dis-
rupted by the pandemic. 

Jamal Rashed, of Dubai Police’s Transport 
Security Department, said the facial recognition 
technology will be rolled out in the coming months 
in all metro stations. Other technology already in 
use to combat the spread of the coronavirus, such 
as helmets with thermal cameras and smart glasses, 
will also be used to identify and manage large 
crowds. “It took at least five hours to identify a sus-
pect before,” said Rashed. “With this technology, it 
takes less than a minute.” But while the technology 
to identify individuals has simplified lives, such as 
being used for unlocking phones, it has also raised 
concerns over privacy. — AFP 
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Amir receives Crown Prince, senior officials
Defense Minister introduces Army’s new Chief of Staff to Amir

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received, at Seif Palace 
yesterday, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
the Amir also received National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Furthermore, His Highness the Amir received 
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah who 
introduced Kuwait Army’s new Chief of Staff 
General Sheikh Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah and Deputy 
Chief of Staff General Fahad Abdulrahman Al-
Nasser. The Defense Minister also introduced the 
new Chief of Staff and his deputy to His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled. Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Interior and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. Also yester-
day, His Highness the Crown Prince received 
Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, and 
Saleh at Seif Palace. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Kuwait Army’s new Chief of Staff General Sheikh Khaled 
Saleh Al-Sabah and Deputy Chief of Staff General Fahad Abdulrahman Al-Nasser.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Kuwait Army’s new Chief of Staff 
General Sheikh Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah and Deputy Chief of Staff General Fahad Abdulrahman Al-Nasser. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, Kuwait Army’s new Chief of Staff General Sheikh Khaled Saleh 
Al-Sabah and Deputy Chief of Staff General Fahad Abdulrahman Al-Nasser.
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against Muslims, and mosque raids isn’t about 

freedom of expression,” Altun tweeted in English. 
“It’s about intimidating and reminding Muslims that 
they are welcome to keep the European economy 
going, but they will never belong - against the back-
drop of lectures about integration. Everything we 
see about Muslims in European public culture today 
is eerily familiar to the demonization of the 
European Jewry in the 1920s,” he added. 

“Some European leaders today do not just target 
Muslims in their midst. They attack our sacred val-
ues, our scripture, our prophet and our political 
leaders - our way of life,” said Altun. He said 
Europeans needed to understand: “Muslims won’t 
go away because you don’t want us. We won’t turn 
the other cheek when you insult us. We will defend 
ourselves and our own at all costs.” 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Saturday slammed Macron over his policies toward 
Muslims, saying that the French president needed 
“mental checks”. “What can one say about a head of 
state who treats millions of members from different 
faith groups this way: First of all, have mental 
checks,” Erdogan said in a televised address. Before 
Macron’s comments on Wednesday, he had already 
sparked a backlash in early October when he said 
“Islam is a religion that is in crisis all over the world”. 

Erdogan yesterday renewed his call for Macron 
to undergo mental checks, a day after his comments 
prompted Paris to recall its envoy to Ankara. The 
Turkish leader accused Macron of being “obsessed 
with Erdogan day and night”, in a televised speech 
in the eastern Anatolian city of Malatya. “(Macron) is 
a case and therefore he really needs to have (mental) 
checks,” he said. Erdogan also took aim at Dutch 
far-right leader Geert Wilders who shared a defam-
atory cartoon of the Turkish leader on Twitter. 
“Know your limits,” said Erdogan. “Fascism is not in 

our book, fascism is in your book.”  
Nayef Falah Mubarak Al-Hajraf, secretary general 

of the Gulf Cooperation Council called Macron’s 
words “irresponsible” on Friday, and said they would 
“increase the spread of a culture of hatred”. The 
same day, Qatar University wrote on Twitter that 
following “the deliberate abuse of Islam and its sym-
bols”, French Cultural Week would be postponed 
indefinitely, in a context where 2020 is the France-
Qatar year of culture.  

Many Jordanians have changed their profiles on 
Facebook to add the message “Respect Muhammad 
the Prophet of Allah (God)”. In Jaffa, a largely Arab 
town next to Tel Aviv, some 200 people protested 
after evening prayers on Saturday in front of the res-
idence of France’s ambassador to Israel.  

One of the demonstrators, Amin Bukhari, accused 
Macron of playing the game of “the extreme right”. 
“Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is the most sacred 
thing in Islam and whoever attacks his honor, attacks 
an entire people,” he told the crowd. Speaking out-
side the official residence of French ambassador Eric 
Danon, Bukhari said “we must respect Moses 
(PBUH) among the Jews, we must respect Jesus 
Christ (PBUH) who is our prophet too, and we must 
respect Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him.” 
The gathering dispersed without incident. 

“Insulting religions and prophets is not a matter 
of freedom of expression, but rather promotes a cul-
ture of hatred,” Hamas said in a statement, warning 
of unspecified “consequences”. The smaller Islamic 
Jihad group, which likewise operates in the 
Palestinian enclave of Gaza, said that offending Islam 
and its prophet crossed a “red line” and “could not 
be tolerated”. Meanwhile, Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan accused Macron yesterday of “attack-
ing Islam”. In a series of tweets, Khan said his 
remarks would sow division. “This is a time when 
Pres Macron could have put healing touch & denied 
space to extremists rather than creating further 
polarisation & marginalisation that inevitably leads 
to radicalisation,” Khan wrote. “It is unfortunate that 
he has chosen to encourage Islamophobia by 
attacking Islam rather than the terrorists who carry 
out violence, be it Muslims, White Supremacists or 
Nazi ideologists.” —Agencies  
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The minister also indicated that signing the 

agreement will be ultimately followed with adop-
tion of a broad national strategy for workers’ 
safety. It is the first time the department has inked 

such an agreement with a public welfare associa-
tion for safety of the workers, Fares added.  

Chairman of Kuwait Society for Human Rights 
Khaled Al-Humaidi stated the necessity of the 
agreement for the society, branding it “a practical 
embodiment of a serious partnership” with a gov-
ernment department. Workplace hazards vary 
from one sector to another. Risks for workers at 
oil installations, for example, are much higher than 
those in other sectors. — KUNA 
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Scientists in Washington state have been actively 

searching for the Asian giant hornet since the first such 
insect was detected in Dec 2019 and after one of the 
wasps was trapped in July in Whatcom County, where 
Blaine is located. Canada also found Asian giant hor-
nets in two locations in neighboring British Colombia. 
Several more of the invasive pest not native to the US 
were subsequently caught, all in the same region. 

The WSDA believes there was a good chance that 
there are more nests and “stopping this cold is very 

crucial”, said Sven Spichiger, an entomologist with 
WSDA, during a press conference on Friday. “If it 
becomes established, this hornet will have negative 
impacts on the environment, economy, and public 
health of Washington State,” the WSDA said. 

It is unclear how the hornets arrived in the US. 
Scientists warn that unless the insect is eliminated in 
the next couple years, it could spread in North 
America and become permanently established. The 
hornets, which are native to East Asia and Japan, 
usually don’t attack people but they are known for 
decimating honeybee colonies. The hornets slaugh-
ter honeybees by biting their heads off and then 
occupy the bee nests for up to a week or more, 
feeding on the pupae and larvae. In Japan, where 
the insects are hunted and eaten, some 30 to 50 
people die each year from their venomous and 
excruciating sting. — AFP  
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