
News in brief

Sabalenka wins 12 straight games 

PRAGUE: Aryna Sabalenka staged a spectacu-
lar comeback against Spanish qualifier Sara
Sorribes Tormo to reach the semi-finals of the
Ostrava Open WTA tournament on Friday. The
powerful Belarusian lost the first ten games to a
fast, focused Sorribes Tormo and came within a
point of losing another. But she miraculously
recovered as she suddenly started to find the
court with her groundstrokes and went on to take
the next 12 games for a 0-6, 6-4, 6-0 win.

The day before, the world number 12 had
already come back from 5-2 down in the third set
against American teenager Coco Gauff. “I just
wanted to win at least one game,” said a laughing
Sabalenka. “Everything went like I wasn’t on the
court. I was out of the game and I didn’t know
why.” “Then I cooled down a bit, took one step
back and tried to put a little bit more balls back
and go through her backhand.” “After I won three
games in a row I knew this was a good sign and if
I keep going the same way, I’ll find my game. And
that’s what happened.”

In the semi-final, Sabalenka will take on Jennifer
Brady, who beat Veronika Kudermetova 6-7 (5/7),
6-3, 6-1. Sabalenka’s compatriot Viktoria Azarenka
swept Elise Mertens in straight sets. The former
world number one won 6-4, 6-1 just over a month
after trashing Mertens 6-1, 6-0 at the US Open
where she reached the final. The 21st-ranked
Belgian broke Azarenka’s first serve and went 4-2
up, but the 31-year-old world number 14 quickly
quashed her hopes of a revenge.  —AFP 

Sinner defeats veteran Simon 

COLOGNE: Jannik Sinner, the only teenager in
the world’s top 100, recovered from losing eight
straight games to beat French veteran Gilles
Simon 6-3, 0-6, 6-4 on Friday and book a place in
the Cologne ATP semi-finals. The 19-year-old
Italian, ranked at a career-high 46, was 0-2 down
in the final set to an opponent 16 years his senior
before fighting back. Wild card Sinner, who saved
16 of 21 break points, will be playing in his second
tour-level semi-final after making the last four in
Antwerp in 2019. He will next play top-seeded
German Alexander Zverev or Adrian Mannarino
of France. “He didn’t give me any angles and
played down the middle. He was very solid and I
tried to play more on his forehand,” said Sinner of
Simon, a former world number six.  — AFP 

Sassuolo earn a 3-3 draw 

TORINO: Second-placed Sassuolo struck twice
in the final six minutes to earn a 3-3 draw at home
to winless Torino in a lively Serie A encounter in
heavy fog on Friday. Torino took the lead in the
33rd minute when Sassuolo’s Romanian defender
Vlad Chiriches failed to clear a Mergim Vojvoda
cross and Karol Linetty slotted home from close
range. The home side drew level in the 71st minute
through Filip Djuricic after good work from sub-
stitute Mert Muldur but Torino responded
superbly with two swift goals. Andrea Belotti
restored their lead in the 77th before a fine finish
from Sasa Lukic looked to have made sure of the
points two minutes later. —Reuters

England cricketers agree pay cuts

LONDON: England’s centrally contracted men’s
cricketers have agreed to take a 15 percent pay
cut as part of cost-cutting measures due to the
coronavirus pandemic. The England and Wales
Cricket Board says the English game has already
lost more than £100 million ($130 million) - a fig-
ure that could rise to £200 million next year. Last
month the governing body announced it was to
cut 62 jobs due to the financial crisis. Bowlers
Stuart Broad and Chris Woakes have said recent-
ly that players are willing to take a pay cut, which
the ECB revealed on Friday would come from
retainers, match fees and win bonuses. The annu-
al contracts, which started on October 1, were
understood to have been worth £650,000 for
Test stars and £275,000 for white-ball perform-
ers in 2019/20. — AFP 

Sir Dragonet wins $3.6 million 

MELBOURNE: Sir Dragonet won the A$5 mil-
lion ($3.6 million) Cox Plate at Moonee Valley
Racing Club in Melbourne yesterday, storming
clear in the final straight in the 100th running of
Australia’s most prestigious weight-for-age race.
Purchased from the stables of Aidan O’Brien
especially for a tilt at the 2,040-metre race, the
Ciaron Maher and David Eustace-prepared stal-
lion nosed in front 100 meters from the finish
before crossing a length-and-a-half in front of
O’Brien’s Armory. Pre-race favourite Russian
Camelot was third on a gloomy afternoon in
Melbourne. “This is unbelievable,” said jockey
Glen Boss, who won his fourth Cox Plate. “I
couldn’t have scripted the run any better ... He
was up for the task.” — Reuters

Irish rugby suffers huge deficit 

DUBLIN: The Irish Rugby Football Union
announced a 35.7-million-euro ($42 million) deficit
for the 2019/20 season on Friday as chief execu-
tive Philip Browne warned of “drastic cuts” if fans
cannot return soon. Browne said the IRFU had had
to provide loans to the four Irish provinces -
Leinster, Munster, Ulster and Connacht - to help
cover player and staff wages, with the teams hit by
a sharp drop in income due to the coronavirus
pandemic. The IRFU recorded its best-ever fig-
ures the previous year, with a surplus of more than
28 million euros. Browne said was “no surprise”
that Irish Rugby had experienced one of its worst
financial years ever.  — AFP 

ARLINGTON: Justin Turner set the
tone with a first-inning home run and
the Los Angeles Dodgers marched to
a 6-2 victory over the Tampa Bay
Rays Friday to take a 2-1 lead in the
World Series. Austin Barnes added a
solo homer and a squeeze bunt as the
Dodgers provided plenty of support
to outstanding pitcher Walker
Buehler-who gave up just one run in
six innings while striking out 10.

“I feel good out there,” said
Buehler. “Our team gave me a cushion
and allowed me to be aggressive. You
can’t ask more than that. “I made a
couple of bad pitches, when I gave up
the run, but other than that I felt good
with it. There is a comfort level with
both our catchers. Barnes back there,
put me in a spot to execute. We are
happy.” Los Angeles, seeking their
first title in 32 years after coming up
empty in World Series appearances in
2017 and 2018, will try to stretch their
lead in Major League Baseball’s best-
of-seven championship series in game
four on Saturday.

The roof was closed in case of
inclement weather at Globe Life Field
in Arlington Texas, where the first
neutral site World Series in modern
major league history caps a pandem-

ic-shortened season. Statistics in the
Texas Rangers’ new park’s first sea-
son show fewer runs scored on aver-
age in games played with the roof
closed, but Turner wasted no time in
bucking that trend when he lashed a
fastball from Rays star pitcher Charlie
Morton over the left field wall to put
the Dodgers up 1-0 with two out in
the top of the first.

“I got down 1-2 in the count,”
Turner said. “I was just trying to bat-
tle, work a good at-bat. He threw a
fastball and I was able to get some
good wood on it. “We did a really
good job against (Morton) tonight,”
Turner added. “We were battling,
making him work, making him throw
some good pitches.” Max Muncy and
Mookie Betts delivered run-scoring
singles as the Dodgers pounced on
Morton to take a 5-0 lead through
four innings.

Morton, who established himself as
a post-season star as he gave up just
four runs-two earned-in 25 2/3 prior
innings in the post-season, surren-
dered seven hits and five earned runs
with six strike outs one walk and one
hit batter in 4 1/3 innings. “I gave up
hits on my curveball, I gave up hits on
my sinker, I gave up hits on my four-

seamer,” Morton said. “I just never
got into a groove. I never felt com-
fortable out there.” With two outs in
the third, Morton hit Corey Seager
with a pitch, Turner doubled to left
field and Max Muncy’s single scored
them both. The Dodgers added a pair
of runs in the fourth when Cody
Bellinger led off with a single and

reached third on Joc Pederson’s single
to right field. Barnes’s bunt scored
Bellinger and Betts cracked a two-out
single up the middle to score
Pederson. Five of the Dodgers’ six
runs came with two outs in the inning.
“Just the fight,” Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts said of what he liked
seeing from his lineup. — AFP 
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A participant performs during Red Bull Soapbox Race in Amman, Jordan. —  Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Turner, Barnes power Dodgers to 
victory, grab 2-1 World Series lead
Arozarena enters record books with World Series homer in Rays’ defeat

ARLINGTON: Corey Seager #5 of the Los Angeles Dodgers hits a single against
the Tampa Bay Rays during the ninth inning in Game Three of the 2020 MLB
World Series at Globe Life Field on October 23, 2020.  — AFP 

NBA eyes December 
start, Olympics and 
72-game season
NEW YORK: The NBA is looking at starting a 72-
game 2020-21 season in December and finishing in
time for players to compete at the Tokyo Olympics
according to multiple reports Friday. The Athletic
and ESPN, citing unnamed sources, said the league
told team owners in a Friday conference call about
the plans, which would require approval by the
players union by the end of October. After the play-
offs ended on October 11 due to a Covid-19 shut-
down last March and a July restart, the league
would have only a 72-day break before a December
22 restart, three days before the NBA’s usual
plethora of Christmas Day game offerings, The

Athletic reported.
The move would allow greater income and more

games compared to a January restart and allow the
league to crown a champion and leave a window for
NBA talent to play for homelands in the Tokyo
Olympics, where the US team would seek a fourth
consecutive gold medal. A play-in tournament for
the final playoff spot in each conference, an idea
developed due to the pandemic-hit season, would
continue, according to the reports.

The National Basketball Players Association
must agree upon any deal regarding when to start,
with ESPN reporting there had been talk about a
mid-January start on the Martin Luther King Jr hol-
iday and staging more games later when chances
might be better for spectators to attend. The NBA
had no players test positive for Covid-19 during its
stay in a quarantine environment at Orlando in its
restart. USA Basketball has started asking about
player availability for the July 23 start of the Tokyo
Olympics to allow time to select players and pre-
pare for the tournament.

The NBA would prefer to play in home arenas
rather than a bubble and is looking at playing a
team multiple times on a trip to reduce travel. Areas
that allow spectators in arenas might have testing
for fans in courtside seating and updated air purify-
ing systems. In the 2011-12 season, which was
shortened by a labor dispute, the NBA began a 66-
game per club campaign on December 25 and fin-
ished on June 21, a timetable that would allow for a
US team of NBA players to compete in Tokyo and
set up a 2021-22 season starting in October, return-
ing the league to its usual overall timetable.

Talks continue between the NBA and players
union over such issues as financial breakdowns and
a salary cap for next season. ESPN reported
October 30 would be a deadline for talks and mark
eight weeks before Christmas, NBA commissioner
Adam Silver having said there would be at least
eight weeks between a union deal and the start of
next season. The NBA has set the NBA Draft for
November 18 with free agency expected to begin
soon after for the 2020-21 campaign. — AFP 

Kolisi praises
Stormers after 
4-try rally beats 
brave Pumas
JOHANNESBURG: Springbok World Cup-winning
captain Siya Kolisi hailed his Stormers team after a
28-point last-quarter rally pipped the Pumas 42-37
Friday in a South African Super Rugby Unlocked
thriller. The star-less home team looked set to shock a
visiting team including five World Cup winners when
they led 37-14 in northeastern city Mbombela with 19
minutes remaining.

But the Stormers staged a brilliant comeback with
fly-half Tim Swiel converting tries by prop Neethling
Fouche, hooker Bongi Mbonambi, winger Leolin Zas
and full-back Warrick Gelant to snatch victory. Loose

forward Kolisi watched the dramatic comeback from
the touchline having retired injured during the first
half with a suspected hamstring tear. Stormers began
their campaign last weekend with a six-point win over
the Lions and lie second on the standings, one point
behind the Cheetahs, who played yesterday.

The bonus-point loss for the fourth-place Pumas, a
South african team based in Mbombela, continued a
fluctuating season in which they lost heavily to the
Cheetahs and upset the Griquas in away matches
before tackling the Stormers. “Belief and a never-say-
die spirit got us over the line,” said Kolisi, who skip-
pered South Africa to victory over England in the
2019 Rugby World Cup final in Japan last November.
“Staring at a heavy loss, the boys threw everything
they had into the match and it paid off with four tries
and four points.

‘Carried away’ 
“However, for the second weekend in a row, we

took too long to get into our stride. We are away to
the Bulls and cannot afford to repeat that mistake.”

Pumas captain and lock Pieter Jansen van Vuren cut a
sad figure as he reflected on the late collapse after
outscoring the Stormers by four tries to two. “We are
very disappointed to have let this match slip from our
grasp. After a great first half, I believe we got a little
carried away and began throwing the ball around.
“Losing Eddie (fly-half Fouche) to an injury during
the first half was a big blow as he has been outstand-
ing this season, although Niel (Marais) did not let us
down as his replacement.”

Fouche kicked 13 points as the fired-up Pumas built
a 30-14 half-time lead behind closed doors due to the
coronavirus pandemic. That lead stretched to 23
points when winger Neil Maritz scored his second try
of the match while the Pumas were a man short after
back-row forward Jeandre Rudolph was sin-binned.
Then, Fouche and Mbonambi scored pushover tries,
Zas crossed the line unopposed and Gelant evaded
three Pumas as he cut inside to score the match-win-
ning try.  Yesterday, the Lions hosted the Cheetahs in
Johannesburg, the Bulls faced the Sharks in Pretoria,
and the winless Griquas have a bye. — AFP 


