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A couple and their children dine in business class during the inaugural lunch.A Singapore Airlines Airbus A380 plane is parked on the tarmac at Changi International Airport in Singapore. — AFP photos

A Singapore Airlines stewardess wearing a face mask welcomes at the doorway
during a media tour onboard a Singapore Airlines Airbus A380.

Singapore Airlines crew members arrive for the inaugural lunch at Restaurant A380
@Changi.

Diners go through security check to board.

A Singapore Airlines stewardess poses next to a billboard
during the inaugural lunch at Restaurant A380 @Changi.

Hundreds of travel-starved diners
ate lunch and watched seat-
back films aboard two parked

Singapore Airlines jets turned into pop-
up restaurants yesterday. With the avi-
ation industry in deep crisis due to the
coronavirus pandemic, airlines have
turned to alternative ways to raise
cash, from offering “flights to nowhere”
to tours of aircraft. Singapore’s flag
carrier, which has cut thousands of
jobs and grounded nearly all its planes
this year, offered passengers the
chance to dine on board two A380
superjumbos-the world’s biggest pas-
senger jet. On Saturday more than 400
diners checked in at Changi Airport

and went through the usual security
checks before arriving at the aircraft
for lunch.

“The food is pretty amazing, it’s bet-
ter than the one they serve during the
flight,” Zhou Tai Di, a 17-year-old stu-
dent in economy class, told AFP as he
tucked into his soy sauce-glazed
chicken with spicy fried eggplant and
rice.  Some settled in for a nap while
waiting for their meals to be served,
while others watched movies on the
seat-back entertainment systems.
About half the seats were left empty, in
keeping with social-distancing guide-
lines. Calvin Teo, a 29-year-old civil
servant and aviation buff, paid Sg$321

($236) to be served a six-course meal
in business class, saying he missed
flying and hoped to recreate the expe-
rience. “Of course the feeling of actu-
ally flying will be better, because
there’s the excitement of going to a
new destination, to explore a new des-
tination, and even though we can’t do
it now due to Covid, this is a good sub-
stitute for now, to recreate the feels of
taking a long-haul flight,” he told AFP.  

The most expensive option is a
Sg$642 eight-course meal in a first-
class suite, while the cheapest costs
Sg$53 and consists of a three-course
meal in economy class. A limited num-
ber of diners were also able to tour the

double-decker aircraft and take selfies
with pilots in the cockpit.  The tarmac
meals proved surprisingly popular-the
airline announced six additional ses-
sions after more than 900 lunch tickets
sold out within 30 minutes of bookings
opening earlier this month. The airline
is also offering home deliveries of
plane meals, but it has ditched plans
for “flights to nowhere”-short journeys
starting and ending at the same air-
port-following an outcry over the
potential environmental impact. — AFP

Diners watch movies while dining in business class.

A meal set for economy class is served during the inaugural
lunch.

Dubai launches the Palm Fountain in a bid to break a Guinness World Record as the worlds’
largest fountain, at Palm Jumeira. — AFP 

The glitzy emirate of Dubai broke
the record for the world’s
largest fountain on Thursday, as

the Gulf city seeks to boost its hard-
hit tourism sector amid the coron-
avirus pandemic. The Palm Fountain,
which covers an area of 14,366
square feet (1,335 square metres), is
located at The Pointe shopping and
dining district on Palm Jumeirah, a
man-made palm-shaped island.
Mask-clad people, in keeping with
coronavirus safety measures, gath-
ered on Thursday evening to watch a
show of dancing jets of water, music
and lights. “GWR is delighted to offi-
cially see The Palm Fountain break-
ing the title of the Largest fountain,”
Shaddy Gaad, Senior Marketing
Manager at Guinness World Records
said in a statement.

“This fountain is an example of
another milestone in Dubai’s architec-

tural achievements,” it said, adding
that Guinness was declaring it
“Officially Amazing”. Dubai, one of
the seven emirates that make up the
United Arab Emirates, already holds
a string of world record titles-includ-
ing the world’s tallest building, Burj
Khalifa, and the fastest police car in
service, a Bugatti Veyron.  The city
that attracts millions of tourists had
already one of the largest fountains in
the world near Burj Khalifa. The new
fountain has over 3,000 LED lights,
7,500 nozzles and can shoot water
up to 105 meters, according to
Guinness. Last month, British artist
Sacha Jafri broke the record for the
largest art canvas measuring 1,595
square meters, also in Dubai,
Guinness said.—AFP

Apainting by British artist David
Hockney sold by the Royal
Opera House in London to

raise funds to help survive the pan-
demic fetched nearly £13 million at
auction on Thursday.  The painting,
which depicts the iconic UK institu-
tion’s former chief David Webster,
had been estimated to sell for
between £11 million ($14 million, 12
million euros) and £18 million. At an
evening auction of post-war and con-
temporary art at Christie’s in London,
the work-”Portrait of Sir David
Webster”-went under the hammer for
£12,865,000. The Royal Opera House
announced earlier this month that it
had been forced to sell the painting
as it faces “the biggest crisis in our
history” due to the coronavirus.

“The proceeds will be used to
ensure that the world’s greatest artists
can once more return to our stages,”

its Chief Executive Alex Beard said at
the time. The world renowned opera
house closed its Covent Garden doors
in late March as Britain went into a
months-long nationwide lockdown as
Covid-19 spread across the country.
It reopened in June without live audi-
ences, instead streaming performanc-
es online as part of a four-pronged
recovery plan which includes redun-
dancies and other cost-cutting.  It has
also launched a fundraising campaign
among audiences and supporters “to
sustain our community of artists”. But
income has fallen by more than half
since the pandemic began. Under
pressure from the cultural sector, the
government recently released an aid
package of £1.57 billion ($2.03 billion,
1.72 billion euros) but many have
branded it insufficient.  —AFP

In this file photo a painting by English artist David Hockney titled Portrait of Sir David
Webster, 1971 is on show at Christie’s auction house in London. — AFP 

Algerian actresses angered by murders
and violence targeting women have
launched a campaign to fight the phe-

nomenon-but not everyone has welcomed their
initiative. After the gruesome rape, torture and
murder of a 19-year-old woman sparked angry
demonstrations earlier this month and calls for a
return to capital punishment, 22 actresses pub-
lished a photo of themselves dressed in black.
“We, Algerian actresses, unite today to say
enough to violence and killings of women. We
are calling for more awareness and a general
mobilization to stop this violence,” said a state-
ment by the women, many of them household
names in Algeria.

The North African country, like its neighbors
Tunisia and Morocco, does not publish official
nationwide figures on murders of women.  But
campaign group Femicides Algeria recorded 75
such killings in 2019, with a further 41 so far this
year. The group says the actual figure is much
higher.  And while the government last year reg-
istered some 7,000 complaints of violence
against women, activists say it has done little in
response-prompting the actresses to launch
their own initiative. “This campaign is aimed at
everyone, men and women. It’s not to accuse
Algerian men but to make everyone responsi-
ble,” said Salima Abada, a popular actress in
the North African country who is among those
involved. She said it was already having an
impact. “There’s debate, anger, people are fed
up-but it’s already a beginning,” she said.

But a video of one of the actresses has
already triggered a bitter backlash on social
media. Mounia Benfeghoul published a video
on Instagram early this month following the
news of the grim killing of the 19-year-old, iden-
tified as Chaima. In an angry monologue,
Benfeghoul slammed people who had made
excuses for the killer: “There are no excuses for
rapists! It was a rape! She didn’t consent!”
Well-known as a TV presenter, Benfeghoul said
she was against the death penalty-but favored
castrating sex offenders.—AFP


