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US Coast Guard to 
tackle China ‘illegal’ 
fishing in the Pacific
WASHINGTON: The United States said Friday it will
deploy Coast Guard patrol ships in the western Pacific to
counter “destabilizing and malign” activities by China in
disputed fishing grounds of the South China Sea.
Accusing China of “illegal” and “unregulated” fishing, as
well as “harassment” of fishing boats from regional coun-
tries, White House National Security Advisor Robert
O’Brien said in a statement that the US Coast Guard “is
strategically homeporting significantly enhanced Fast
Response Cutters...in the western Pacific.”   

These Sentinel class vessels will carry out maritime
security operations, including helping fishing boats “in
collaboration with regional partners who have limited off-
shore surveillance and enforcement capacity, and ensure
freedom of navigation,” he said. Washington regularly
accuses China of breaking international law by sending its
warships as escorts for Chinese fishing vessels into the
fishing grounds of other countries.

In July, US Defense Secretary Mark Esper slammed a
“catalog of bad behavior” in the South China Sea over the
previous months and accused the Chinese military of hav-
ing sunk a Vietnamese fishing boat, harassing Malaysian
oil and gas development and escorting Chinese fishing
fleets into Indonesia’s exclusive economic zone. O’Brien
added that the Coast Guard, which is under the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), was also study-
ing whether to permanently station several of its patrol
ships in the area of American Samoa in the South Pacific.

Last month, Indonesia protested about an incursion by
Chinese coastguard ships in its exclusive economic zone,
which is situated between its own territorial waters and
international waters and where the state claims exclusive
rights to exploit natural resources. China claims almost the
whole of the South China Sea as its own, a claim contest-
ed by several countries including Malaysia, Taiwan, the
Philippines, and Indonesia.  —AFP

SENEKAL: A white farmer’s murder in a rural town
in early October touched off a series of racially
charged events that has drawn comparisons with
South Africa’s apartheid past, but the truth is far
more complex. Brendin Horner was strangled and
tied to a fence near the small farming town of
Senekal 300 kilometers south of Johannesburg, the
22-year-old’s body discovered on October 2.
Weeks later, angry supporters of white farmers
rioted, tried to snatch the black suspects from the
court - they failed but torched a police car. And
last week, black and white crowds taunted each
other outside the court.

But analysts said the new tensions were not sim-
ply a replay of those from the apartheid era that
ended almost three decades ago. They are rather a
result of factors including a new government policy
to reduce past inequality in farm ownership, and
rising criminality that is also affecting black farmers
following the easing of coronavirus restrictions.
Nevertheless, white farmers have in recent months
staged back-to-back protests across the country
over violent attacks and murders of farmers.

Researchers say there are roughly 50 such
killings each year - less than a third of numbers
seen in the 1990s and not abnormal in a country
with 21,000 murders a year - and most do not seem
to be motivated by race. But the latest murder has
forced South Africa to revisit the ghosts of its past
and exposed difficulties in removing the vestiges of
decades of inequality for blacks. “We would be
naive to assume that race relations in farming com-

munities have been harmonious since the advent of
democracy,” said President Cyril Ramaphosa.

South Africa is also reeling from historical injus-
tice around the highly emotive land issue. Whites,
who make up nine percent of the population, own
72 percent of farms with only four percent in the
hands of blacks, according to a 2017 land audit.
The latest tensions in Senekal represent “the
microcosm of the prover-
bial elephant in the room
with regards to South
African politics which is
race, racism”, said South
African analyst Oscar van
Heerden. “And what makes
the Senekal events more
emotive is it combines the
issue of race which we
have not resolved which
we are constantly avoid-
ing,” said van Heerden.

‘No black-white war’
But white farmer Gilly Scheepers, who employed

the murdered Horner, disagrees that attacks are
racially motivated, as he warned against taking “our
eyes off the ball” of fighting crime. “We are not
here to have civil war or fight between white and
black,” Scheepers told AFP from the murder scene,
saying the killing was a criminal act. Tommie
Esterhuyse of AgriSA, an agriculture federation
said there had been a 20 percent rise in numbers of

farm attacks in recent months. 
And the farm violence is coinciding with govern-

ment’s push to fix land ownership imbalances. The
governing African National Congress has endorsed
a policy of expropriation of land without compen-
sation. Parliament has begun the process to enact
the law. That, analysts say, has created anxiety
among whites they will lose their long-held farms.

Two senior ministers -
those representing the
police and state security
- sat through an entire
day of bail application by
the two alleged killers.

Outside the court-
house groups of whites,
some of them armed and
wearing the uniform of
the Afrikaner survivalist
Kommandokorps faced
off with black opposition

supporters. Radical leftist Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) supporters, in an ostentatious dis-
play of force, carried traditional batons and sticks
known as knobkerries. They sang a banned
apartheid-era song with the lyrics “kill the Boer -
kill the farmer” incensing pro-white protesters. The
Boer are the descendants of Dutch settlers.

Blacks feel they are yet to reap the benefits
expected after Nelson Mandela took over as the
first black leader of the continent’s most developed
country in 1994. “We don’t want to kill white men.

We want equality,” EFF leader Julius Malema told
his supporters in Senekal. On the other hand whites
have “this feeling in being second class citizens”,
said Afrikaans rights group AfriForum’s Ernst Roets.

‘We want equality’ 
But blacks have not been spared. Senekal black

farmer Robert Mphuthi, 54, has been a victim.
“They don’t just take your sheep,” said Mphuthi,
but “they kill you”, adding the attackers do not care
whether “you are white or black”. Pretoria-based
Institute of Security Studies crime researcher
Johan Burger, sees no evidence to suggest that
race is behind the ongoing farm violence.
“Everyone is facing the risk of being attacked irre-
spective of race,” he said. But because “attackers
are almost exclusively black... white victims would
perceive the attacks as racial”, said Burger. With
some 2.2 million people having lost jobs because of
the coronavirus pandemic, crime levels have gener-
ally increased, and isolated farms are soft targets. 

Black farm workers are also victims of attacks. But
it seems “black lives don’t matter, white lives (are)
superior,” said prominent farm workers’ unionist
Nosey Pieterse speaking from the grapes-growing
Western Cape province. According to Burger, out of
2,048 farm murders recorded since 1990, 1,242 are
white farmers, 72 black farm owners and 150 black
workers. The rest were farmers’ relatives.†In
response to the violence government announced
Thursday it was “fast-tracking” the implementation
of a revised rural safety strategy. —AFP

White farmers stage protests over violent attacks, murders

How S Africa farm murder sparked 
violence - and then soul-searching

Farmers step up 
illegal fires as air 
crisis worsens
SANETA, India: Delhi’s smog crisis headed for a
new toxic peak yesterday, but farmers are refusing
to stop the stubble burning that is widely blamed
for the poisonous clouds engulfing the Indian capi-
tal. Air pollution in parts of the city reached
“severe” levels yesterday - a day after US President
Donald Trump described Indian air as “filthy” - with
monitoring agencies warning it would worsen in the
next two days because of the lack of wind.

Teams in states around Delhi, home to some 20
million people, are hunting the illegal stubble burn-
ers, even driving around country roads at night

when most fires are started. In the past month some
1,265 farmers have been fined in Punjab alone,
according to senior pollution officer Krunesh Garg,
but satellite detectors have recorded more than
12,000 fires in the state.

In a bid to step up the campaign, the govern-
ment is offering subsidized machines to clear rice
paddies and farmers who are caught starting fires
are blocked for bank loans. But thick grey clouds of
smoke that carry deadly particles to the world’s
most polluted capital can still be seen everywhere.
Because of Delhi’s position and weather pattern,
every winter the city is choked by deadly smog.
Farmers like Paramjeet Singh say they understand
inhabitants’ health concerns but consider stubble
burning a “necessary evil” in the race to clear fields
for fresh crops.

“The smoke is also bad for our eyes and lungs but
we don’t have the money to buy machines that can
clear the crop residue,” Singh told AFP in Saneta vil-

lage, about 230 km northwest of Delhi, in Punjab
state. “And why go after only farmers? There are so
many polluting industries in Delhi and Punjab but
only we get blamed,” said the 42-year-old.

According to state air quality monitors, farm fire
smoke accounted for 56 percent of Delhi’s pollu-
tion in 2018 and 44 percent last year. Authorities
say the share has fallen further this year, but not
enough to ease the crisis in Delhi. Some experts
say the worsening smog is because of the number
of cars on the roads, construction and industry
around the city.

Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal has declared
a “war on pollution” putting up billboards across
the city while placard-wielding activists urge driv-
ers to turn off their engines when halted at traffic
lights. But experts say political will to tackle pollu-
tion is still lacking with central government and
Delhi, Punjab and Harayana states unable to agree
tough action to clean the air. —AFP

Kazakhs despair 
for missing relatives
UZYNAGHASH: When Bikamal Kaken’s husband van-
ished during a 2017 visit to Xinjiang in northwestern
China, she had good reason to believe he would not be
returning home to Kazakhstan anytime soon. But she did
not anticipate just how dire his fate was, or that it would
be revealed during a spat online between US and
Chinese diplomats. Rights groups at the time of Adilgazy
Muqai’s disappearance were sounding the alarm over a
mushrooming network of facilities for the massive incar-
ceration of mostly Muslim minority citizens in Xinjiang.

Kaken heard that her husband had fallen victim to
the system. But three agonizing years later, she learned
he had met an even worse judgment: a nine year prison
sentence for extremist crimes. “I am so worried. The
Chinese (authorities) will destroy him in jail,” Kaken, a
China-born ethnic Kazakh who is now a Kazakh citizen,
told AFP through tears, pressing her two young daugh-
ters tightly to her body. Beijing has robustly defended its

policies in the Xinjiang region where more than one mil-
lion people - mostly Muslims from Turkic speaking
groups like Uighurs and Kazakhs - have been rounded
up on vague extremism and separatism pretexts, rights
groups say. China claims the sprawling network of
detention centers are vocational “training” facilities used
to counter extremism where attendance is voluntary. Yet
in neighboring Kazakhstan, 44-year-old Kaken is just
one of a growing number of relatives to discover their
missing family members are not in the centers as previ-
ously thought, but serving hard jail time instead.

Kaken and her husband, a retired oil worker, moved to
Kazakhstan when she was pregnant with her youngest child,
now three, after hearing reports that Xinjiang authorities
were forcing women from minority groups to have abor-
tions. But 47-year-old Muqai, who had right of residency in
Kazakhstan but was not a passport-holder, was lured back
to his native region in May 2017 by his former employers.
They said the company pension that his family subsisted on
could be cancelled if he failed to attend a meeting.

When news of Muqai’s sentence finally emerged
three years after his disappearance, it came from an
unlikely source - a senior diplomat of the country that
had jailed him. China’s ambassador in Kazakhstan Zhang

Xiao told a state-owned news outlet that Muqai was
sentenced to nine years on extremism charges, and in the
same interview dismissed Kaken’s account of her family’s
ordeal, which was reprinted by the US embassy in
Kazakhstan. —AFP

UZYNAGASH, Kazakhstan: Bikamal Kaken poses with a
portrait of her disappeared husband Adilgazy Muqai in
a rental apartment in this provincial town on Aug 27,
2020. —AFP

Immigrant doctor 
eyes seat in red 
Arizona suburb
PHOENIX: Hiral Tipirneni represents the so-
called American Dream - an Indian immigrant
who came to the United States as a child and
became a doctor. Now the 53-year-old
aspires to become a congresswoman. But to
do so, the Democrat will need to win in an
Arizona suburb that has always voted
Republican red. Is it an impossible task? The
polls show a race too close to predict - a sur-
prise in a district where Republican David
Schweikert, the incumbent since 2013, won by
10 percentage points in the last election two
years ago.

President Donald Trump won by the same
margin in Arizona’s sixth district in his 2016
election duel with Hillary Clinton. The district
covers part of crucial Maricopa County, which
is home to six out of 10 Arizona voters and
includes Phoenix, the state’s largest city.
“Maricopa County is the largest swing county
in the entire nation,” Tipirneni told AFP at her
campaign headquarters. “So yes, we have the
ability to not just impact this district, and what
happens in the state of Arizona,” she said. “We
have the chance to impact what happens for
this nation when we wake up on November 4.”

No door-knocking during COVID 
With its booming urban population and its

burgeoning demographics of young, educated
college voters and Latinos - as well as moder-
ate conservatives - Arizona could be crucial to

next month’s election. The state is “really
prized”, Tiperneni said. And to win in the sixth
district, she said candidates must win over
“independent thinkers” who “are not looking
for somebody who’s going to toe a party line”.
Schweikert represents a “far-right extreme
arm of the Republican Party,” she says.

But the eerie silence at campaign head-
quarters shows just how much the coron-
avirus pandemic has impacted this election
cycle, with remote events now the rule - at
least for Democrats. “I so miss knocking on
doors, having direct personal engagement,
talking to families all across our community,”
said Tipirneni. “But obviously, we have to do
what is safest for everybody. We don’t want
to put anyone at risk.”

‘Don’t back off’ 
Tipirneni came to the United States at the

age of three with her parents, who opened a
convenience store in Buena Park, California.
They did not have enough money to pay for
employees or a babysitter, meaning they took
turns running the business and caring for
their daughter. Her father eventually got a job
as an engineer in Ohio, where Tipirneni and
her brother grew up. Her mother became a
social worker.

“I am the product of the American
Dream,” she told a Zoom meeting with vol-
unteers, who are calling voters on her behalf
in a state where early voting began more
than two weeks ago. “Don’t back off,” she
urged them. The meeting was attended by
“West Wing” actor and political activist
Bradley Whitford, whose presence invigor-
ated avowed fan Tipirneni as well as the
volunteers. “My God, it’s Josh Lyman!”
gushed Tipirneni in a star-struck tone,

referring to his character in the acclaimed
White House television drama. But the doc-
tor quickly turned serious again when
explaining her political agenda, centered on
the health care system - a key Democratic
focus in this election. Between the COVID-
19 pandemic and the economic crisis it has
triggered, she said it is “a perfect time for
an ER doctor to step in and say, ‘Let’s hold
on, let’s stabilize the situation, let’s stop the
bleeding,’ right?” “Let’s make sure that we
provide immediate relief. And then let’s have
a long-term plan.”

Like many Democrats in the traditionally
conservative southwestern state, though,
Tipirneni is careful not to appear partisan,
and strikes a centrist tone. “It has nothing to
do with party and has nothing to do with ide-
ology,” she said. —AFP

PHOENIX: Dr Hiral Tipirneni, a candidate for US
Congress in Arizona’s 6th Congressional
District who hopes to unseat the Republican
incumbent, speaks to supporters via Zoom from
her campaign office on Oct 17, 2020. —AFP 
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