
CAIRO/KUWAIT: Egypt’s Ministry of Manpower
yesterday condemned recent social media comments,
made by its assistant minister, deemed offensive to
Kuwait and its symbols, adding that he has been sus-
pended pending an investigation. The ministry rejects
“entirely” what was said by one of its officials, high-
lighting that it has taken “immediate” legal action
against the person responsible for this offence, read a

ministry statement carried by Egypt’s state news
agency (MENA). The remarks, made on Facebook, are
“considered a transgression and a breach and bear no
relation the Egyptian government, whatsoever, as this
official made the comments on his personal page on the
social networking site.” The ministry went on to reveal
that it has dismissed the assistant minister of manpower
from his position, referring him to investigation “imme-
diately” before a high-level legal committee. The matter
will be investigated with the decision taken to suspend
him from office during the investigation period. The

ministry concluded by expressing its “commitment to
the close bilateral relations between Egypt and Kuwait,
on the national and people-to-people scale, particularly
in light of the nationals of both countries taking part in
joint struggles. Both sides are committed to these rela-
tions and are mutually keen to develop and broaden
these ties in the mutual interest of the two peoples.”

Kuwait had expressed its “strong condemnation,
discontent and rejection” at “offensive remarks” made
by the Egyptian official, that target Kuwait and its
icons, a Kuwaiti diplomat had said on Friday, urging
Cairo to take legal action against the official. Egypt’s
Ambassador to Kuwait Tarek Al-Qouni was summoned
in the wake of the remarks, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said in a statement. Jarallah
said the ambassador has been made aware of Kuwait’s
position on the matter, explaining that the ministry for-

mally requested Egyptian authorities to take immediate
legal action against these “shameful practices,” to
investigate the circumstances behind the incident and
to “reevaluate the fraternal relations between both
countries.” Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry will be monitor-
ing the procedures carried out by Egyptian authorities,
in light of which it “reserves the right to take any nec-
essary action” of its own, to deter these offenses to
Kuwait and its icons and to “reevaluate the brotherly
relations between the two countries, ensuring that
these ties are not compromised,” added the statement.
Meanwhile, the Egyptian ambassador was quoted as
rejecting and condemning these offensive remarks,
saying he had received a call from Foreign Ministry
officials in Cairo, who assured him they would be car-
rying out the appropriate action against the official in
light of these offenses. — KUNA
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Kuwait expressed ‘strong condemnation, discontent and rejection’
KUWAIT: The year 2020 marks the 75th
anniversary of the United Nations and its
founding Charter, and the 57th anniversary
for the State of Kuwait as a member of the
United Nations. This anniversary comes in a
time of great disruption for the world, com-
pounded by an unprecedented global health
crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with
severe economic and social impacts. But it
is also a reminder that times of struggle can
become an opportunity for positive change
and transformation. As part of marking this
historical year, leading to the UN75 cele-
brat ions, joint  act ivit ies by the United
Nations Resident Coordinator Office in
Kuwait have mainly focused on playing a
pivotal role in open dialogues such as the
‘UN75Talk,’ a monthly platform bringing
UN Agencies and national partners across
sectors, through open discussions and ignit-
ing people’s debate for positive solutions, as
part of the UN Secretary-General largest
and furthest-reaching call for a global con-
versation, the role of global cooperation in
building the future we want and activating
the Decade of Action.

Quoting the UN Secretary General: “The
75th anniversary of the United Nations falls
in the middle of a global pandemic. Our
founding mission is more critical than ever. To
promote human dignity. Protect human rights.
Respect international law. And save humanity
from war. When the pandemic hit, I called for
a global ceasefire. In our world today, we
have one common enemy: COVID-19. Now is
the time for a stepped-up push for peace to
achieve a global ceasefire.  The clock is tick-
ing. We must also make peace with our plan-
et. The climate emergency threatens life itself.
We must mobilize the whole world to reach
carbon neutrality - net zero emissions of
greenhouse gasses by 2050. A growing num-
ber of countries and companies have already
pledged to meet this goal.”

“We must build on progress. A remark-
able global collaboration is underway for a
safe, affordable and accessible COVID-19
vaccine for all. The Sustainable Development
Goals give us an inspiring blueprint for
recovering better. We face colossal chal-
lenges.  With global solidarity and coopera-
t ion, we can overcome them,” the UN
Secretary-General added.

Kuwait and the UN
This day is an opportunity to remind our-

selves of the long-standing diplomatic rela-
tions and partnership Kuwait enjoys with the
United Nations, the joint neutrality and col-
laboration to resolve Arab, regional and glob-
al issues, which laid the foundations of the
preventive diplomacy concept and modera-
tion that has borne fruit in the darkest cir-
cumstances. Supporting reform, fighting cor-
ruption and establishing the pillars of sustain-
able development, peace and human rights.

To continue building on the abundant gen-
erosity of Kuwait leadership as messengers of
peace and a bridge-builders, distinctive
humanitarian support, always at the front lines
to motivate the international community to
show solidarity and promoting multilateralism.
We rest assured that our strong partnership
with the State of Kuwait will remain intact,
moving towards our common strategic objec-
tives to support the state’s priorities and aspi-
rations in a steady pace and a firm approach
under the leadership of His Highness the Amir
of the State of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as we are confi-
dent that His Highness will continue to sup-
port the integral role of the United Nations as
an vital global advocate for peace, sustainable
development and rights for all.

To mark the day, the United Nations has
also launched #TheWorldWeWant virtual
exhibit, a special collection of 75 photos
curated from more than 50,000 images from
over 130 countries and is a creative response
to the UN Secretary-General’s call to hear
directly from the peoples of the world about
their vision for the future. The exhibit fea-
tures the winning images. At the local level, to
highlight the UN Day, amid the constrains
imposed by the public health measures in
place, a photography contest aspiring to
showcase the different milestones, landmarks
and human development aspects of a
#SustainableSmartKuwait was launched
recently involving the wider public. The
activity will spotlight the fruitful collabora-
tion between the State of Kuwait and the
United Nations in implementing the Agenda
2030 for sustainable development and reflec-
tion of the ongoing and future plans.

“On this anniversary, I ask people every-
where to join together. The United Nations
not only stands with you.. . The United
Nations belongs to you and is you: ‘we the
peoples.’ Together, let us uphold the enduring
values of the United Nations Charter. Let us
build on our advances across the decades.
Let us realize our shared vision of a better
world for all,” the UNSG said.

Last but not least, to commemorate the
75 years of the United Nations, member
states including the State of Kuwait held a
high-level event on September 21, 2020,
where they reaffirmed and recognized that
our challenges are interconnected and can
only be addressed through reinvigorated
multilateralism. 
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By Tarek Elsheikh, Representative of the United
Nations Secretary-General and Resident
Coordinator to the State of Kuwait

US President offers
condolences over late
Amir’s demise
KUWAIT: US President Donald Trump sent a letter to
His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to extend condolences over the death
of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. In his letter, the US president expressed deep sad-
ness about the passing of the late Amir whom he
described as a friend. He added that Kuwait had lost a
devoted leader and the world lost a tireless diplomat. The
US leader said it was pleasure for him to grant Sheikh
Sabah the prestigious Legion of Merit, Degree Chief
Commander, in recognition of his efforts to promote
regional security. He expressed confidence that the two
friendly countries would continue their efforts to
strengthen bilateral cooperation. He also wished His
Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad everlasting wellbeing.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf sent a
reply message to President Trump thanking him about his
sincere condolences and for awarding the late Amir the
Legion of Merit. He lauded the deeply-rooted relations
between the two friendly countries. He added that the two
countries are keen on developing bilateral cooperation in
all domains to serve the interests of both nations. He also
wished President Trump everlasting wellness and the US
more progress and welfare. — KUNA

Kuwait provides
$5m to Rohingyas 
KUWAIT: Kuwait has completed the handover
of $5 million for Rohingya refugee relief efforts,
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah said amid global donor
talks held on Thursday. The minister was speak-
ing to nations at a remotely-held conference,
aimed at providing urgently-needed assistance
for the displaced Rohingya community in and
outside of their native Myanmar. At the event, co-
hosted by the United Nations Refugee Agency
(UNHCR), Britain, the United States and the
European Union, the minister underlined Kuwait’s
commitment to global efforts to address the
plight of this stricken community. In addressing
their needs, Kuwait hosted a donor conference in
July 2017, co-chaired by the EU and the UN, and,
during its non-permanent membership in the
2018-19 Security Council in cooperation with the
UK and Peru, arranged an official visit for
Security Council member nations to Myanmar
and Bangladesh.

In April and May 2018, it also supported the
Presidential Statement issued by the Security
Council for the year 2017 in this regard, he said.
He highlighted the importance of an immediate
end to violence and the use of threatening and
intimidation methods with this minority. He also
called on the need to push towards ensuring the
delivery of humanitarian aid to affected areas and

to work on the voluntary return of refugees
through peaceful methods. The minister went on
to urge the need to address the root causes that
allowed their displacement, namely ensuring the
rights of the Rohingya community in line with the
UN recommendations and the Advisory
Committee of Rakhine State. He also commended
the efforts carried out by Bangladesh to host
these refugees, pointing out to the financial,
political and social implications of these endeav-
ors. “The international community faces a great
challenge in confronting this cruel human
tragedy, which requires a serious and immediate
halt to continuing human rights violations, and to
work to resolve the root causes of this growing
crisis,” he concluded.

Britain had announced during the conference
new funding valued at 47.5 million pounds ($62.2
million) for Rohingya refugees in camps in
Bangladesh. Addressing the virtual aid confer-
ence, British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
said the fresh aid is meant to alleviate the suffer-
ings of 860,000 Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh. He added that the funding will be
used to provide food, water, education and sani-
tation to refugee camps in Bangladesh, noting
that it will also help Bangladesh deal with the
coronavirus pandemic and its frequent natural
disasters. The British foreign secretary also urged
other donors not to forget the plight of Rohingya
refugees. “ I urge the world not to turn away
from the Rohingya’s suffering and to take the
action necessary to allow them to safely return to
the homes they fled in terror,” he said. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets Egypt’s Ambassador to Kuwait Tarek Al-Qouni. —  KUNA


