
KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr 
Basel Hamoud Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
received Indian Ambassador Sibi 
George in his office on Thursday 
and discussed ways to strengthen 
bilateral relations, especially in the 
health sector on matters pertaining 
to medical professionals and fight 
against COVID-19 pandemic. 

The minister discussed with the 
ambassador the visions and views 
on addressing and containing the 
pandemic and enhancing areas of 
cooperation between the two coun-
tries, said Dr Rihab Al-Watyan, 

Director of the International Health 
Relations Department at the 
Ministry of Health. 

She added that the ambassador 
touched on the latest developments 
regarding the production and use of 
the protective vaccine against the 
virus in India, in addition to dis-
cussing areas of strengthening 
cooperation between the two coun-
tries in the health sector, exchang-
ing experiences, seeking medical 
and health personnel and benefiting 
from the experiences to confront 
the new pandemic challenge.
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Kuwait reports 14 COVID 
related deaths in two days

Health Ministry says applies up-to-date health protocols
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s confirmed novel 
coronavirus cases increased by 695 to 
120,927, while four people succumbed 
to the disease in the past 24 hours, rais-
ing the death toll to 744, the health 
ministry said yesterday. The ministry 
had announced earlier that 670 people 
had recovered from the virus, upping 
the total number of those to have over-
come the disease to 112,110. Kuwait had 
reported 10 COVID-related deaths on 
Friday, as well as 812 new cases and 
726 recoveries. 

There are 123 people receiving 
intensive care for the virus as of yester-
day, out of a total 8,073 patients being 
hospitalized, official spokesman of the 
health ministry Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad 
said. Some 5,194 swab tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 hours, out of a 
total of 870,754 so far. Dr Sanad reiter-
ated the strict need to abide by health 
precautions, urging the public to follow 
social distancing rules as the only way 

to keep the virus at bay.  
 

Health protocols 
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health 

said that it is using sophisticated safe 
curative and technical protocols just as 
recommended by specialized interna-
tional organizations. The ministry, in a 
press statement Friday, cited the “low 
mortality rate in the country due to the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19)” as evi-
dence of “Kuwait’s strong health system 
and effective treatment protocols.” 

However, it underlined that health 
guidelines designed to rein in the 
spread of the virus must be observed, 
and misinformation pertinent to relevant 
protocols be shrugged off. The ministry 
also vehemently lashed out at insistence 
on underrating the efforts and sacrifices 
of its medical teams, rebuffing as 
“divorced from reality” recent allega-
tions that some virus patients were 
denied access to hospitals. — KUNA

Health minister meets 
Indian ambassador

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Basel Al-Sabah meets Indian Ambassador Sibi 
George.

NEW YORK: Kuwait 
affirmed the importance of 
following in international law 
and the UN articles to allow 
the international community 
to face any security threats. 
Kuwait’s second secretary 
Bashar Al-Mowaizri made 
the remarks during the 

meeting of the sixth commit-
tee of the UN General 
Assembly late Thursday. 
Enhancing the application of 
the international law is key 
to protect human rights and 
equality in conflict zones, he 
noted. Mowaizri underlined 
Kuwait’s democratic consti-

tutional system, which states 
that the three main authori-
ties are required to cooper-
ate on every level. 
Moreover, he said that 
Kuwait exerts great efforts 
to abide by the international 
law to protect peace and 
stability and resolve con-
flicts peacefully. 
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti 
diplomat spoke of the con-
tinuous Israeli violations of 
the international law, as it 
continues to expand its 
i l legal settlements on 
Palestinian lands. — KUNA

Kuwait stresses 
importance of int’l law 
to achieve stability

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s second secretary Bashar 
Al-Mowaizri addresses the meeting. — KUNA
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The Gulf Cooperation Council described recent 

comments made by French President Emmanuel 
Macron as “irresponsible”, saying they increase the 
spread of a “culture of hatred” between nations and 
harm solid ties between France and Islamic nations. 
“At a time when efforts should aim to support a cul-
ture of acceptance and dialogue amongst cultures 
and faiths, these rejected remarks are made and 
calls continue to spread offensive cartoons of the 
Prophet (PBUH),” GCC Secretary-General Nayef 
Al-Hajraf said in a statement. 

Hajraf called on world leaders and intellectuals to 
“bear the huge responsibility of one who seeks 
peace and coexistence, rejects hate speech and the 
manifestation of animosity between faiths and 
respects the feelings of Muslims around the world, 
instead of succumbing to Islamophobia adopted by 
fundamental groups”. 

A small gathering was held in Irada Square 

opposite the National Assembly yesterday against 
the cartoons and statements by Macron. Protesters 
held up placards mocking the French president and 
called for a boycott of France. A number of cooper-
ative stores in Kuwait have also cleared their 
shelves of French products in protest.  

“We will not give up cartoons,” Macron had 
vowed at a ceremony on Wednesday at the 
Sorbonne university in Paris to pay homage to the 
beheaded teacher. He said the history and geogra-
phy teacher had been slain by “cowards” for repre-
senting the secular, democratic values of the French 
Republic. “Islamists want to take our future,” 
Macron said. “They will never have it.” 

Macron this month described Islam as a religion 
“in crisis” worldwide and said the government would 
present a bill in December to strengthen a 1905 law 
that officially separated church and state in France. 
He announced stricter oversight of schooling and 
better control over foreign funding of mosques. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yester-
day slammed Macron over his policies toward 
Muslims, saying that he needed “mental checks”. 
“What can one say about a head of state who treats 
millions of members from different faith groups this 
way: First of all, have mental checks,” Erdogan said 
in a televised address. 

Kuwait dismayed 
by cartoons...
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 have many more than that soon,” Trump said in a 

room packed with visibly happy aides, few of them 
wearing masks despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Netanyahu hailed the deal as a “new era” for the 
region, but the Palestinian leadership, watching as 
more of their Arab brethren appear to give their quest 
for statehood a lower priority, called it a “new stab in 
the back”. Until last month, the only Arab nations to 
recognize Israel were Jordan and Egypt - neighbors of 
the Jewish state that had made peace after US media-
tion. The Palestinian leadership has been outraged at 
Arab states’ willingness to recognize Israel without 
any progress on establishing a Palestinian state.  

Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas’ office voiced 
“condemnation and rejection” of the deal between 
Sudan and the “Israeli occupation country which 
usurps Palestinian land”. The Islamist movement 
Hamas, which controls the Gaza Strip, said the deal 
was a “political sin” that benefited only the Israeli pre-
mier. The accord “harms our Palestinian people and 
their just cause, and even harms the Sudanese national 
interests,” it said in a statement. “It benefits only 
Netanyahu.” 

While Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates have 
found common cause with Netanyahu and Trump 
against Iran, Sudan appears mostly driven by a des-
perate economic situation that has fueled new protests 
in recent days. Both the United States and Israel com-
mitted to building trade with Sudan, an impoverished, 
conflict-torn nation that had faced years of criticism 
over its violent internal campaigns until the fall of dic-
tator Omar Al-Bashir last year. 

In a three-way statement, Sudan and Israel said 
delegations would meet “in the coming weeks to 
negotiate agreements of cooperation” including on 
agriculture, aviation and migration. “The leaders 
agreed to the normalization of relations between 
Sudan and Israel and to end the state of belligerence 
between their nations,” it said, without setting a date. 

As part of the deal to get off the terror blacklist, the 
White House said that Sudan’s transitional government 
had deposited $335 million to compensate survivors 
and family members of victims of the 1998 bombings 
of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania as well as oth-
er attacks by Al-Qaeda, which Bashir had welcomed. 

Sudan’s civilian prime minister, Abdulla Hamdok, 
thanked Trump over the terror designation and, in the 
Oval Office, said Sudan was a “tolerant, peace-loving 
country”. “This decision will open wide the door to 
Sudan’s deserved return to the international communi-
ty,” Hamdok’s office said in a statement that did not 
mention ties with Israel. Also on the telephone call was 
Sudan’s top general, Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, who met 
Netanyahu earlier this year in Uganda. 

Trump had announced his plan to delist Sudan 
tomorrow through Twitter. But in the days before he 
formally took action, Israel sent a delegation to 
Khartoum to discuss normalization. Israel is a major 
cause for evangelical Christians, a crucial voting bloc 
for Trump as he trails in polls ahead of Nov 3 elections. 
Trump questioned whether the Sudan deal could have 
been achieved by his Democratic rival Joe Biden, who 
has supported Israel’s reconciliation with Arab states 
but also promised to pay more attention to the plight 
of the Palestinians. 

“Do you think ‘Sleepy Joe’ could have made this 
deal?” Trump asked Netanyahu, using the president’s 
pejorative nickname for Biden a day after their final, 
rancorous debate of the 2020 presidential campaign. 
“Somehow I don’t think so.” Netanyahu, reliant on 
bipartisan support for Israel in Washington, responded 
haltingly: “”Well, Mr President, one thing I can tell you, 
is, um, uh, we appreciate the help for peace from any-
one in America.” 

Trump said he “took a lot of abuse from people that 
were unable to make a deal for 40 years, and this has 
gone very quickly, very nicely, very inexpensively and 
with no blood”. Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates 
had long enjoyed quiet relations with Israel but a move 
by Sudan is especially significant in light of the nation’s 
history. Sudan played a small part in Arab-Israeli wars 
and, after Israel’s decisive victory in 1967, Khartoum 
was where the Arab League issued its famous “three 
noes” - no peace, no recognition and no negotiations 
with Israel. — Agencies  

Sudan agrees  
to normalize...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 rival forces led by eastern military commander 

Khalifa Haftar agreed to withdraw from frontlines, 
start demobilizing armed groups and set about 
integrating them into the state. Crucially, the deal 
also calls for the departure of all foreign forces 
from Libyan soil within three months.  

“It’s good that the two sides have been pre-
pared to compromise, but the devil is in the detail,” 
said Peter Millett, a former British ambassador to 
Libya. “There are an awful lot of questions. A key 
one is: will countries that have been sponsors of 
military forces in Libya support this compromise?” 
Mohamed Eljarh, co-founder of Libya Outlook for 
Research and Consulting, cautiously welcomed the 
deal. “There are internal/external players who will 
see a ceasefire agreement and subsequent political 
deal as a threat to their influence,” he tweeted.  

Both major camps in Libya’s complex war have 
received extensive backing from foreign powers. 
Friday’s deal comes four months after Haftar’s 
Russian- and Emirati-backed forces gave up their 
year-long attempt to seize the capital Tripoli, a 
battle that killed hundreds of people and displaced 
tens of thousands.  

In June, Haftar withdrew from western Libya in 
the face of a blistering counterattack by forces 
supporting the Government of National Accord - 
backed by Turkey. The battle had further deepened 
the bitter mistrust between the rival political 
camps and their military allies, as well as ordinary 
Libyans. “The war caused terrible social divisions,” 
said Obeydi. “Work is needed immediately, right 
now, to rebuild and to heal the deep wounds in 
Libyan society.” 

In the capital Tripoli a 1,000-km drive west, 
pro-GNA fighter Salim Atouch voiced doubts the 
ceasefire would hold. “We have experience with a 
previous agreement, which was five days before 
Haftar’s attack on Tripoli , during which he 
destroyed the capital’s infrastructure and killed 
many people,” Atouch said. “I hope this won’t be 
like previous agreements, meaning we go back to 
war again. We will abide by it, but we are ready to 
react at any moment if it’s violated.” 

Ahmed Abu Shahma, who headed the GNA dele-

gation in Geneva, urged Libyans to come together 
and rebuild a united, stable country. “We have had 
enough suffering, enough divisions, enough blood-
shed,” he said at the signing ceremony. His opposite 
number Emrajaa Amhimmid Mohamad Al-Amami of 
the Libyan National Army (LNA) said: “We have 
succeeded in achieving that which all Libyans are 
looking forward to: the feeling of belonging to a 
nation and to spread peace and security.” 

The Geneva talks were the military part of a 
process led by the UN’s Libya mission UNSMIL. 
Separate political talks that start tomorrow aim to 
create a new governing body and prepare for 
elections. Mohamed Dorda, co-founder and con-
sulting director of geopolitical risk consultancy 
Libya Desk, said the ceasefire was a positive step 
that “creates a basis for the political talks”. But, he 
warned, “Libya needs a security arrangement to 
allow a government to be set up. If we don’t deal 
with the security crisis, we will find ourselves in 
same situation in a few years.” 

That is a complex challenge in a country prey to 
a patchwork of rival militias as well as foreign mer-
cenaries and jihadist groups. Observers have 
warned that those negotiating in Geneva do not 
necessarily control their armed allies on the 
ground. Nor are foreign players in Libya likely to 
easily give up their hard-won influence.  

Emadeddin Badi, a senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council think tank, warned that Russia and Turkey 
would want economic dividends from their military 
interventions. “It’s naive to get them to just leave,” 
he said. “The best case scenario is that they win 
economic concessions and limit their presence on 
the ground. The worst is that fighting resumes.” 

Yet despite all the obstacles, recent days have 
seen tangible progress. This week, the two camps 
agreed to open domestic transport links and boost 
Libya’s vital oil output, hard hit by fighting and 
blockades. Key oil installations have already 
restarted production after months-long shutdowns.  

Massoud Al-Fotmani, a 57-year-old from 
Benghazi who runs a group of food stores, said he 
hoped the ceasefire would hold. “The war has 
caused a terrible economic downturn,” he said. 
“We’ve lost a lot of money because of the cutting 
of commercial ties between east and west due to 
the roads being closed.” English teacher 
Mayssoon Khalifa, who works at a private school 
in Tripoli, echoed his call for a lasting peace. 
“Many are hopeful, but not optimistic,” she said. “I 
sincerely wish that this deal will hold. Libya 
deserves better.” — Agencies 

Libyans voice  
hope, doubts....

BENGHAZI: Youths play at a beach in this eastern coastal city on Friday after a ceasefire agreement was 
signed between Libya’s warring factions.  — AFP  


