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TOKYO: Long-jumper Sayaka Murakami is hoping not
just for a medal at the postponed Tokyo Paralympics,
but also for lasting acceptance in a Japanese society
where disabled people can feel pressured to stay out
of the public eye. Like many Japanese para-athletes,
Murakami believes the Games are a unique chance to
fight discrimination and change the way her country
treats people with disabilities. “It’s a window of oppor-
tunity,” the 37-year-old told AFP as she trained at a fa-
cility in Chiba, south-east of Tokyo. “I hope that the
Paralympics will be a chance for people to realise that
people (with disabilities) live among them” and are part
of society, she added.

The decision to delay the Paralympics, now set to
open in August 2021 following on from the rescheduled
Olympics, was devastating at first, said Murakami, who
lost her right leg in a train accident when she was 25 and
competes with a prosthetic blade. “I’d worked so hard,
and was planning to retire after the 2020 Paralympics...
I felt so down and I couldn’t get back to being positive,”
she said. But gradually she said she felt her motivation
returning, and she decided to resume training with the
goal of qualifying for the postponed Games.

“If I can win a ticket, I will do my best to jump for a
medal,” she said. Ahead of the Games, Tokyo has
worked to improve access for disabled people and pro-
moted para-sports, but disability activists and experts
warn there is a long way to go. Even Japanese citizens

feel their society has room for improvement: 84 percent
of respondents in a 2017 government survey said they
believed there is discrimination or prejudice against
people with disabilities.

“Japan has not so far been used to accepting diver-
sity,” said Motoaki Fujita, a professor of sports sociol-
ogy at Nihon Fukushi University and an expert on
disabled sports. “In Japan, the way people are evaluated
often depends on whether they are seen as being pro-
ductive or producing economic value,” he told AFP.
There have been improvements since Tokyo won the
bid to host the Games, he said, but those could be un-
done. “The results will be totally different if the Games
are cancelled.” In the run-up to the Games, there have
been efforts to increase the visibility of disabled peo-
ple-with broadcasters hiring reporters with disabilities,
and events such as a fashion show featuring models with
prosthetic limbs, some of them athletes.

‘Prosthetic legs are cool’
Among those participating in the fashion show was

Kaeda Maegawa, who competes in the 100m and long
jump and sashayed down the runway in a lacy white
skirt that showcased her metal prosthetic. She said she
could understand that some people were reluctant to
reveal their disability, and worry about being seen as a
burden in Japan. “But personally I don’t feel that I want
to hide my prosthetic leg... I want to send a message

that prosthetic legs are cool,” the 22-year-old said.
She is hoping to score a medal at next year’s Games,

but also sees them as offering a bigger opportunity.
“Since the Tokyo Paralympics was awarded, media cov-
erage of para-athletes has increased, and because of
that more and more people are becoming aware,” she

said. “If you want to change something, knowledge is
what’s most important.” Despite the hopes pinned on
the Games, there are still plenty of unresolved questions
about how the event will be staged, with complex dis-
cussions on coronavirus countermeasures currently
under way. —AFP

Why Japan’s Paralympics 
mean more than medals

The race for acceptance!

TOKYO: Japanese athlete Sayaka Murakami practices at Matsuyamashita Park in Inzai of Chiba.  —AFP 

Rosberg to rekindle 
rivalry with Hamilton 
in Extreme E series
LONDON: Ex-Formula One world champion Nico Rosberg is
launching a team in the Extreme E series - meaning he will be lock-
ing horns again with Lewis Hamilton, organizers have announced.
The Germany-born driver’s Rosberg Xtreme Racing (RXR) will go
head to head with Hamilton’s X44 team in the new electric off-road
racing competition, which aims to shed light on environmental is-
sues. Competitors in Extreme E will race electric vehicles in five
remote locations — arctic, desert, rainforest, glacier, and coastal
— that are already damaged or at risk from climate change.

Extreme E is scheduled to begin in January 2021. Electric SUVs
will race in Senegal, Saudi Arabia, Nepal, Greenland and Brazil,
with each race being held across two days. To minimize environ-
mental impact, they will not be open to spectators and the com-
mand centre for the championship series will be a ship, modified
to minimize emissions. Rosberg, who retired from Formula One
shortly after being crowned world champion in 2016, said Extreme
E was the perfect competition to highlight his belief in sustainable
technologies. Last year he founded the Greentech Festival, which
showcases green technologies. He was also an early investor the
all-electric racing series Formula E. “The series represents an
amazing opportunity to inspire action in the fight against climate
change - the single biggest threat to our planet today,” said Ros-
berg, 35. —AFP

Lose the battles, win 
the war? Mir targets
world MotoGP crown
MADRID: Despite not having won a race since 2017, Spain’s Joan Mir
is edging closer to the MotoGP world title as the championship enters
its 2020 end-game this weekend. The 23-year-old Mir has a wafer-thin
advantage of just six points over France’s Fabio Quartararo ahead of the
Teruel Grand Prix on Sunday. However, the Suzuki rider has proved the
master of consistency in this truncated season with three second places
and two thirds from the 10 races held. In 2019, Mir raced 17 events, fail-

ing to make the podium and finished in 12th place in the standings. The
previous season, he went winless in Moto2 leaving his last victorious
season as his world championship campaign in Moto3 in 2017. Last
weekend, Mir was third in the MotoGP of Aragon with Suzuki teammate
Alex Rins winning the race. “It was really positive because we took im-
portant points for the championship,” Mir told motogp.com after seeing
Rins become the eighth different winner in 2020.

The two Suzukis were split by the Honda of Alex Marquez. Mir
is the first Suzuki rider since Kenny Roberts Jr in 2000 to lead the
world championship. “I will not change the way to approach the
races, this is for sure. I will continue working race by race, trying to
get as many points as possible, trying to get the victory every GP,”
he said ahead of this weekend’s race at the same Motorland of
Aragon circuit. “Then in the last race we will look at the champi-
onship and see where we are.” —AFP

Social media must do more 
to fight online abuse
LONDON: Manchester City’s Raheem Sterling said social media com-
panies have the technology to tackle online abuse but questioned
whether they have the will to do so. Sterling was responding to the results
of a Professional Footballers’ Association (PFA) report into messages
sent on Twitter to 44 current and former players in England. The report
said that during the six weeks of “Project Restart”, data science company
Signify Group analysed 825,515 tweets directed at the players, identify-
ing over 3,000 explicitly abusive messages.

As much as 56% of all discriminatory abuse identified during the
study was racist, with 43% of Premier League players in the group
experiencing targeted and explicitly racist abuse. “I don’t know how
many times I need to say this, but football and the social media plat-

forms need to step up, show real leadership and take proper action
in tackling online abuse,” Sterling told British media. “The technology
is there to make a difference, but I’m increasingly questioning if there
is the will.”

The study, also backed by anti-discrimination body Kick It Out,
called for stakeholders to fund a centralized artificial intelligence-dri-
ven system to monitor abusive users across social media. It recom-
mended prosecutions, stadium bans and suspensions for abusers. “The
recommendations we have announced today can make a real impact,
but it needs everyone to work together to achieve change,” PFA head
of equalities Simone Pound said. In response to the study, a Twitter
representative told Sky Sports the platform strongly condemned racist
behavior. “We want to reiterate that abusive and hateful conduct has
no place on our service and we will continue to take swift action on
the minority that try to undermine the conversation for the majority,”
the representative said. Facebook said it had recently partnered with
Kick it Out on its Take A Stand campaign. —Reuters


