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ARLINGTON: Brandon Lowe hit two home runs
and the Tampa Bay Rays showed their resiliency in
a 6-4 win over the Los Angeles Dodgers that knot-
ted the World Series to one game apiece on
Wednesday. Joey Wendle drove in three runs for the
Rays, who will try to maintain momentum in game
three of Major League Baseball’s championship
showcase today. Blake Snell was outstanding on the
mound, holding the Dodgers without a hit over more
than four innings before giving up a walk and a home
run in the fifth.

But homers for Chris Taylor, Will Smith and
Corey Seager weren’t enough for the Dodgers, who
were coming off a dominant 8-3 victory in game one
on Tuesday at the neutral site of Globe Life Field in
Arlington, Texas. “I don’t think anyone in our club-
house thought this series was over,” Lowe said. “We
had to show up and take care of business, and we
came out there and played our game.”

Lowe, a stalwart of the Rays offense as they built
the best regular-season record in the American
League, was 6-for-52 through the first three rounds
of the playoffs, and was 0-for-4 at the plate in game
one. He gave the Rays an early lead when he belted
a fastball from Dodgers rookie starter Tony Gonsolin
over the left centerfield wall for a solo homer with
one out in the first inning. “Pure joy,” Lowe said of
the reaction in the dugout.

Gonsolin, making his third career post-season
appearance, lasted just 1 1/3 innings, but he wasn’t

the only one of the Dodgers’ seven pitchers to be
victimized by Lowe, who lined a two-run blast over
the left field wall off the Dodgers’ fourth pitcher of
the night, Dustin May, in the fifth inning to give the
Rays a 5-0 lead. That was after Tampa Bay third
baseman Joey Wendle smacked a line drive double
off May to drive in two runs in the fourth. Lowe be-
came the first player to hit two opposite-field home
runs in one World Series game, but he said he didn’t
go to the plate seeking to hit it out of the park. “I just
go up there, try to hit the ball solid and see how hard
the ball comes off the bat,” he said.

Wendle said no one on the Rays team was sur-
prised to see Lowe break out of his slump in a big
way, but he thought it was a characteristic team ef-
fort that put Tampa Bay back in the win column.
“Today was a better indicator of the kind of team
that we are,” Wendle said. “It was a complete team
win, everybody contributing in different parts of the
game.” The Rays are seeking a first championship,
having fallen in their only prior World Series appear-
ance against Philadelphia in 2008. Back in the World
Series for the third time in four years, the Dodgers
are in pursuit of their first title since 1988.

Snell was rolling against the potentially explo-
sive Dodgers offense, using a devastating slider to
good effect until Taylor tagged him for a two-out
homer in the bottom of the fifth inning that cut the
deficit to 5-2. Taylor’s blast also scored Enrique
Hernandez who had walked, and Snell then walked

Mookie Betts and gave up a single to Corey Sea-
ger, prompting manager Kevin Cash to pull him in
favor of reliever Nick Anderson - who struck out
Justin Turner to end the inning. Snell had nine
strikeouts in 4 2/3 innings, giving up two hits and
two runs with four walks.

‘We’re here to play’ 
“We’re good and we’re here to play,” Snell said.

“It’s not going to be an easy World Series, but we’ve
got a really good team here. “They’re going to have
to bring it every night just like we’re going to have
to.” Joe Kelly took over on the mound for the
Dodgers in the sixth, which Tampa Bay’s Choi Ji-man
led off with a single up the middle. Choi, the first
non-pitcher from South Korea to play in a World
Series, hoofed it around to third on a single from
Margot and scored on a sacrifice fly by Wendle.

The Dodgers pulled a run back in the bottom of
the sixth with Smith’s solo homer off Anderson, and
Seager led off the bottom of the eighth with a solo
shot off Rays relief pitcher Pete Fairbanks that pulled
the Dodgers within two. Turner followed with a dou-
ble, but the Rays escaped the inning without further
damage. After Rays reliever Aaron Loup retired the
first two Dodgers batters in the ninth, Diego Castillo
came in to face Taylor and struck him out on three
called strikes. “We did a pretty good job of fighting
to the end,” Taylor said. “We just weren’t able to
come up with that big hit we needed.” —AFP

Lowe homers twice as Rays 
win and level World Series 

Snell shuts down Dodgers as Rays even Series

ARLINGTON: The Tampa Bay Rays celebrate their 6-4 vic-
tory against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game Two of the
2020 MLB World Series at Globe Life Field on October 21,
2020.  —AFP

About 10,000 fans 
allowed at Chinese 
football final
SUZHOU: About 10,000 supporters could be allowed at each leg
of the Chinese Super League final next month, a top football official
said, as spectators return to China’s stadiums despite the lingering
coronavirus threat. Football across the world is grappling with how
to readmit crowds while preventing infections, with the English
Premier League among the high-profile competitions still taking
place behind closed doors.

The coronavirus emerged in China late last year but the country
has successfully curtailed the number of local infections, allowing
football fans to begin returning to matches in limited numbers. The
postponed CSL began in July without spectators but there were
about 3,000 fans on Saturday for a 2-2 draw between title con-
tenders Beijing Guoan and Shandong Luneng in Suzhou. The title
will be decided over two legs, on November 8 and 12, in Suzhou,
near Shanghai.

“Going to the final, I would say... 10,000-ish (fans),” Chinese
Football Association secretary-general Liu Yi told AFP. “It’d be that
kind of ceiling because it’s a big game for sure,” he added. That fig-
ure is likely to be lowered if there is a sudden spike in virus cases.
The Suzhou stadium holds nearly four times that number but at-
tendance will be limited to allow social distancing. —AFP

Ko tries to recapture 
winning form at new 
LPGA event
WASHINGTON: New Zealand’s Lydia Ko, a two-time major champion who
hasn’t won in two and a half years, is happy just to be playing at this week’s
LPGA Drive On Championship. The event, which starts Thursday at
Reynolds Lake Oconee in Greensboro, Georgia, was created to help ease
the gap on players who would usually be playing in Asia at this time of year,
the Covid-19 pandemic having shut down those opportunities for 2020.

“We would have all loved to have been in Asia,” Ko said Wednesday.
“I’ve not been in the US in October before. “Obviously right now the best
option for all of us was to stay within the US. I think it’s nice that we still
get another playing opportunity. “It’s going to be good golf - 2020 has
been a pretty tough year for a lot of people all around the world, and I
think for us to have another playing opportunity is something that we’re
very grateful and thankful for.” That’s true for world number 39 Ko.

“The first little while where I wasn’t competing at the level when I was
playing at my best, I think I compared myself a lot to then,” she said.  “I
just got to try my 100% when I’m out there, grind my butt out there and
just do the best that I can and the results happen. “A lot of those things
are out of my control, so hopefully I’ll be able to keep playing consistently
well and put myself more in contention and in those positions.” Ko has
been doing that lately. She shared second at the Marathon Classic in the
LPGA’s second return event from the pandemic shutdown and was sixth
in last month’s ANA inspiration major. “I’m doing pretty good,” Ko said.
“I feel like after quarantine, the time I spent practicing and recovering

and training, it was good to see the results kind of show some of that time.
Hopefully I’ll be able to keep working hard to have more of those mo-
ments.” The 23-year-old former world number one likes the layout but
knows lifting a 16th career LPGA trophy will be a difficult task. “It’s defi-
nitely not easy to win,” Ko said. “I’ve just got to, in my off weeks, try my
best, keep working on the areas I feel like need to be worked on and at a
tournament just being focused and hopefully have a good week.” —AFP

Badminton World 
Championships 
fall to pandemic
KUALA LUMPUR: The 2020 World Junior Badminton Champi-
onships, due to be held in New Zealand, has been cancelled because
of the coronavirus pandemic. The event, originally scheduled for
May was rescheduled to October before being shifted again to Jan-
uary 2021. Thomas Lund, the Badminton World Federation (BWF)
secretary-general, said travel and entry restrictions, quarantine rules
and complexities related to the Covid-19 pandemic made staging
the event “impossible”.  “The ongoing Covid-19 restrictions and un-
certainty left BWF, Badminton New Zealand and tournament organ-
izers no choice but to cancel the event,” the BWF said in a statement.
With a host for the next edition in 2021 already in place, further post-
ponement was not an option, the BWF said. But BWF have accepted
a proposal for New Zealand to stage the 2024 edition as a replace-
ment for the edition lost. Badminton New Zealand chief executive
Joe Hitchcock said the cancellation was “tremendously” disappoint-
ing, but agreed that it was the right decision to make. —AFP


