
NEW DELHI: India is closing in on an agreement with the United
States that will give it access to satellite data for better accuracy of
missiles and drones, government and industry officials said. The two
sides are expected to announce the pact during the visit next week
of US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defense Secretary
Mark Esper for talks in New Delhi with Indian counterparts Sub-
rahmanyam Jaishankar and Rajnath Singh.

US companies have sold India more than $21 billion of weapons
since 2007 and Washington has been urging the Indian government
to sign agreements allowing for sharing of sensitive information and
encrypted communications for better use of the high-end military
equipment.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s cabinet discussed the final
draft of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement on
Geospatial Cooperation on Wednesday, an Indian government
source said. An accord would provide India with access to a
range of topographical, nautical and aeronautical data, a defense
industry source said.

It would also allow the United States to provide advanced nav-
igational aids and avionics on US-supplied aircraft to India, the de-
fense source said. “It is a foundational agreement, which the US has
signed with many of its partners for greater interoperability,” the

source said. India has traditionally been hesitant about getting
drawn into a US-led security alliance. But tensions have risen dra-
matically this summer. 

This week New Delhi agreed to invite Australia into next month’s
naval exercises scheduled with the United States and Japan. “In tan-
dem, the moves signal a new level of strategic convergence between
the two democracies and a break from India’s ‘non-aligned’ past,”
said Jeff Smith, a South Asia expert at the Heritage Foundation,
about the proposed pact. Already there is robust intelligence shar-
ing between US and India,  a second government official said. 

Mike Pompeo will visit Indonesia next week, his first trip to the
country since its leadership rejected a US proposal to host its spy
planes. Pompeo will address an Islamic youth group conference on
religion and civilization in Jakarta, Indonesia’s foreign minister
Retno Marsudi said yesterday, without providing further details of
his itinerary. Earlier, Pompeo told reporters in Washington that he
hoped to meet with Retno and Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo,
commonly known as Jokowi, on the trip. The visit comes amid an
escalating US-China rivalry that is being vigorously contested in
Southeast Asia, especially in the South China Sea, which China
claims as almost entirely its own territory. The claim is opposed by
many regional states, including Indonesia. — Reuters
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India, US set for military pact on 
satellite data during Pompeo visit

Pompeo to visit Indonesia after spy plane rebuff

WASHINGTON, DC: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo puts on a facemask
after a press conference at the State Department in Washington, DC, on
Wednesday.  — AFP

Children killed
in Afghan 
air strike that 
hit mosque
KUNDUZ, Afghanistan: An air strike by
the Afghan military that hit a mosque killed
11 children and a prayer leader, local au-
thorities said yesterday, in an account dis-
puted by the national government.

The assault in a village in the northeast-
ern province of Takhar on Wednesday
came amid clashes between suspected
Taleban fighters and Afghan security
forces in the area, according to provincial
police spokesman Khalil Aseer. “The air
strike was carried out when the victims
were busy studying the Holy Koran,” Aseer
said, adding a prayer leader was killed
alongside the 11 students. He said 14 peo-
ple were wounded.  Mohammad Jawad
Hejri, the spokesman for the Takhar
provincial governor, also said the strike
had killed children. 

But the ministry of defense-who con-
firmed the strike was carried out by the
Afghan air force-denied it had left civilians
dead.  “Twelve Taleban including several of
their commanders were killed,” it said.

Afghanistan’s Vice President Amrullah
Saleh said news that children had died in a
mosque “was baseless”. “We have undeni-
able evidence that those who killed our se-

curity forces... were killed,” he wrote on
Facebook. “Those who spread rumors will
be dealt with legally.”

The ministry of defense said it had
appointed a team to probe allegations of
civilian casualties. The Afghan military
has a fledgling air force and small attack
planes capable of conducting close-air
support for troops on the ground. Heavy
fighting with the Taleban in Takhar since

Tuesday has left at least 25 security per-
sonnel dead. Despite joining peace talks
with the Afghan government in Qatar last
month, the Taleban have only increased
violence in a bid to wield leverage in the
negotiations.

The top US envoy to Afghanistan,
Zalmay Khalilzad, said earlier this week
that fighting is threatening the peace
process. — AFP

KABUL: An Afghan Air Force helicopter flies over ahead of the arrival of Afghanistan’s President Ashraf
Ghani for the introduction of ministerial nominees at the Parliament in Kabul on Wednesday. — AFP

News in brief

UK gives $63m for Rohingya 

LONDON: Britain yesterday announced new funding for
Rohingya refugees languishing in camps in Bangladesh
after they fled ethnic violence in Myanmar, and urged other
donors not to forget their plight at a UN conference. For-
eign Secretary Dominic Raab outlined a further £47.5 mil-
lion ($63 million) in aid, both for the Rohingya and to help
Bangladesh deal with the coronavirus pandemic and its fre-
quent natural disasters. —AFP

US-Taiwan arms sale

BEIJING: China yesterday threatened to make a “legitimate
and necessary” retaliation over the US sale of $1 billion worth
of missiles to Taiwan as Beijing becomes increasingly strident
over its claims to the self-ruled island. The US State Depart-
ment said on Wednesday it had approved the sale of 135 air-
to-ground missiles to Taiwan in a move Taipei’s defense
ministry said would build its combat capabilities.—AFP

West Bengal COVID-19 cases

KOLKATA/MUMBAI: The Indian state of West Bengal re-
ported its biggest daily tally of new COVID-19 infections as
thousands of people thronged the streets for a major Hindu
festival that began last week. India has seen a sharp drop in
infections since a September peak, but experts have warned
it could see a resurgence during Durga Puja this week, and
Diwali, the festival of light, in mid-November. West Bengal’s
health ministry reported 4,069 new COVID-19 cases late on
Wednesday. India currently has a total of 7.71 million cases,
the second highest in the world.  — Reuters


