
BAKU/YEREVAN: Hopes of ending nearly a month of bloodshed
in the mountain enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh looked slim yes-
terday as Azeri and ethnic Armenian forces fought new battles on
the eve of talks in Washington.

Plans for US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to meet the for-
eign ministers of Azerbaijan and Armenia on Friday raised hopes
this week that the two former Soviet republics would agree to end
their deadliest fighting since the mid-1990s. But those hopes have
been dented by the continued heavy fighting in and around
Nagorno-Karabakh, a breakaway territory that is inside Azerbai-
jan but controlled by ethnic Armenians, and by angry rhetoric from
both sides.

Hundreds of people have been killed since fighting flared on
Sept. 27, raising fears of a wider war drawing in Turkey and Russia
and increasing concern about the security of pipelines in Azerbai-
jan that carry Azeri gas and oil to world markets. Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on Wednesday he could see no
diplomatic resolution of the long-running conflict at this stage.

In a transcript of comments to the Nikkei newspaper published
yesterday, Azeri President Ilham Aliyev said the prospects of
reaching a peace settlement were “very remote”. Reiterating Azer-
baijan’s main condition for ending the fighting, Aliyev demanded
promises that his country will be handed back control of Nagorno-
Karabakh, which broke away as the Soviet Union collapsed.

“So our main objective at these discussions will be to find out
whether the Armenian leadership is ready to liberate our territories
or not, and if ready, then when?” he said. Armenians regard
Nagorno-Karabakh as part of their historic homeland and accuse
Azerbaijan of making a land grab in the recent fighting. Aliyev said
he would not rule out “cultural autonomy” for ethnic Armenians in
Nagorno-Karabakh but not say what he meant by this.

More fighting
Russia has brokered two ceasefires since Sept. 27 but neither

has held. Azerbaijan reported fighting in several areas on Thursday,
including territories near the line of contact that divides the sides.
It also said Armenia had fired three ballistic missiles at three re-
gions inside Azerbaijan but Armenia denied this. Armenia reported
fighting in several areas, and Nagorno-Karabakh officials said the
town of Martuni and nearby villages in the enclave had been
shelled. Azeri forces, bolstered by weapons bought from Turkey,
say they have made territorial gains in the latest fighting, though
Nagorno-Karabakh says its forces have repeatedly repulsed at-
tacks. Pompeo said on Wednesday he still hoped a diplomatic so-
lution could be found as the United States, France and Russia press
on with mediation efforts they have led for decades. He said the
“right path forward is to cease the conflict, tell them to de-escalate,
that every country should stay out”.  — Reuters
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Nagorno-Karabakh peace hopes 
slim before Washington talks

Pompeo to host Armenian and Azeri ministers today

Biden supporters 
flock to Arizona 
to rally vote
PHOENIX: After losing her housekeeping job at a California
hotel, Iris Acosta grabbed her most comfortable pair of walking
shoes and headed to Arizona to drum up support for Joe Biden.

Acosta is part of a small army of union workers who have
rushed to Arizona-a battleground state won by Donald Trump in
2016 but considered a toss-up this time around-in the hope of
tilting the vote in favor of the veteran Democrat. Her union Unite
Here Local 11 — which represents workers in hotels, airports,
restaurants and sports arenas-endorsed Biden and encouraged
about 100 Los Angeles area members to move temporarily to
Phoenix to canvass for him.

While Biden is a sure bet in California, Arizona is a far harder
prize for the former vice president to win. “We’re here because
we want this state to turn blue,” said Acosta, who hails from
Honduras.

For her, the November 3 election will not only decide the future
of America, but also her own future, given her temporary immi-
gration status which, like for many others, has been called into
question by the Republican incumbent. Sporting a mask and face
covering under a beating sun, the 54-year-old spoke with AFP as
she crisscrossed a working class neighborhood of Phoenix, where
the Latino vote could make the difference in tight races. No one
answers the door at the first house or the second. One resident
says she hasn’t received her ballot yet, while another voter who
identifies as a Republican says he is not sure which candidate he
will back.

Acosta listens and hands over campaign flyers detailing Biden’s
policies on health issues and his promise to do a better job than
Trump on managing the coronavirus crisis. — AFP

GANJA: A man walks among the debris of destroyed buildings hit
by shelling during the ongoing military conflict between Armenia
and Azerbaijan over the breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh, in
a residential area of the city of Ganja, Azerbaijan, yesterday. — AFP

Indonesia activists 
push for probe into 
pastor shooting
JAKARTA: Indonesian activists called yesterday for deeper in-
vestigation into the killing of a Papuan pastor, a day after a top
security official said a government fact-finding mission had found
signs of possible involvement by state forces. Indonesia’s military
has denied allegations by church groups that it was behind last
month’s fatal shooting of pastor Yeremia Zanambani, but a 14-day
probe into the incident has indicated security forces may have
played a part in the killing. “We want a legal, lawful follow-up that
is clear going forward,” Latifah Anum Siregar, director of the
Democratic Alliance of Papua, told a news conference. “I’m wor-
ried the fact-finding team’s results are the climax, and maybe the
case will later be opaque.”

Indonesia’s chief security minister, Mahfud MD, on Wednesday
said the report, which is non-binding, had been sent to police and
the attorney general’s office and would be resolved “according to
law and without any favors”. He said security forces may have had
some involvement in the Pastor’s death, but did not elaborate. “In-
formation and facts that the team has gathered on the ground
show an alleged involvement of state forces, even though it could
also have been perpetrated by a third party,” said Mahfud.

Military spokesman Colonel Gusti Nyoman Suriastawa in a
statement said the military appreciated the findings and promised
there would be no cover-up. The shooting occurred around the
same time that two soldiers and a civilian were killed in the same
area of the Intan Jaya region, incidents the probe found were per-
petrated by armed Papuan groups. West Papua has been riven by
separatist conflict since the former Dutch colony was incorpo-
rated into Indonesia, following a controversial United Nations ref-
erendum in 1969. — Reuters

US welcomes 
Kyrgyzstan’s 
detention of crime boss
BISHKEK: The United States yesterday welcomed Kyrgyzs-
tan’s detention of an alleged crime boss who Washington says
is a major force in drug trafficking, after the Central Asian
country’s new government pledged to fight organized crime.
Kyrgyzstan has launched a drive against organized crime after
Sadyr Japarov took over as acting president last week follow-
ing unrest, in a move analysts say is partly aimed at deflecting
allegations that the new leadership had links to criminal groups.
Kyrgyzstan’s state committee for national security said Thurs-
day that Kamchibek Kolbayev had been detained as part of an
investigation into organized crime. 

Kolbayev’s group is “part of the broader Brothers’ Circle
transnational criminal organization composed of leaders and
members of several Eurasian criminal groups”, according to
the US State Department. The State Department has offered
a $1 million reward for information that can help disrupt Kol-
bayev’s network. In a statement Thursday, the US embassy said
it welcomed Kolbayev’s detention and added that it hoped
Kyrgyz authorities would “prosecute and continue to detain
this dangerous criminal leader in the interest of public safety”.

Kyrgyzstan’s state committee said its investigation was
“aimed at obtaining details of the criminal activities of (Kol-
bayev) and related persons from the criminal space”.  A video
released by the committee showed security officers armed
with automatic weapons running into a high-end gym and de-
taining Kolbayev, who straightened the collar on his coat be-
fore he was handcuffed.  The scenes were accompanied by
dramatic music. —AFP


