
NEWTON, US: Though she’s a Democrat, Michelle
Smith understood Donald Trump’s popularity in 2016
in her home state of Iowa. She lost her job about 15
years ago at a factory for appliance manufacturer
Maytag in the city of Newton. The plant eventually
closed altogether in 2007, taking 2,000 jobs with it.

“I think people saw, ‘Oh, he’s not a politician. He’s
somebody new. He’s a businessman. Let’s give him a
chance for economic development’,” said Smith. She
says her situation has, however, not improved since
the New York real estate mogul won the White
House four years ago-and in fact may have wors-
ened. “I have no more money than I had four years
ago,” said Smith, who now works in a call center and
is head of the Democratic Party for Jasper County,
which includes Newton. 

“I can tell you that my (health) insurance cost
more than it did four years ago.”

If the polls are correct, Iowa, in the country’s rural
Midwest, has become a symbol of Trump’s troubles
as he seeks reelection on November 3. While Barack
Obama won Jasper County in both 2008 and 2012,
Trump touched a nerve here in the last election.

He won Jasper by 18 percentage points over his
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton. But this time, polls
show Trump neck-and-neck with former vice presi-
dent Joe Biden in the state, putting it in the column
of key battlegrounds expected to decide who will be

in the Oval Office come January.

‘State is changing’ 
Many voters in Newton have cast their ballots

early, and officials expect record numbers will do so
in the end. Craig Elthof initially supported Senator
Bernie Sanders for the Democratic Party’s presiden-
tial nomination, but has since lined up behind Biden.

“The state is changing, and I do think, too, that
we’ve had a chance to see four years of Trump in
action,” he said after casting his ballot. “And his
record is not good. If you’re paying attention, it’s
not good at all.”

Republican voters however couldn’t see it more
differently, reflecting the deeply polarized state of
the country. “I feel President Trump has done a good
job with pretty much everything-the economy,” said
Keith Eckhart, a retiree who also voted early.

“There’s a little question around the coron-
avirus, but I don’t think Biden would have done
anything different. In fact, I think he would have
done a lot worse.” Thad Nearmyer, head of Jasper’s
Republican Party, said it was time to move forward
with an economic recovery following coronavirus
closures-and that Trump is the person for the job.
“The economy is a huge, huge concern,” he said,
even though “there’s been a little bit of spread
around” of coronavirus. — AFP
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Iowa once embraced Trump, but 
could now help vote him out

The country’s rural Midwest has become a symbol of Trump’s troubles

This combination of file pictures created on October 21, 2020, shows US President Donald Trump during the first
presidential debate with Democratic Presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden at Case Western
Reserve University and Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

Obama warns against 
complacency over 
Biden poll lead
PHILADELPHIA: Former US president Barack Obama excori-
ated Donald Trump and warned on Wednesday against compla-
cency despite favorable opinion polls during his first public rally
in support of Democratic challenger Joe Biden ahead of the No-
vember 3 election.

At the drive-in rally in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, one of a
handful of battleground states expected to decide the election,
Obama lashed out at Trump’s behavior and declared him “inca-
pable of taking the job seriously.” But he also issued a stark re-
minder of 2016, when opinion polls showed Hillary Clinton as the
clear favorite-only for her and her supporters to be shocked by a
Trump victory on election day.

“We can’t be complacent. I don’t care about the polls,” the for-
mer two-term president told the rally outside a baseball stadium.
“There were a whole bunch of polls last time. Didn’t work out. Be-
cause a whole bunch of folks stayed at home. And got lazy and
complacent. Not this time. Not in this election.” He told supporters
that too much was at stake to have four more years of Trump lead-
ing the nation, seeking to contrast his successor-a Republican real
estate mogul and ex-reality TV star-with his former vice presi-
dent. “This is not a reality show. This is reality,” Obama said.

“And the rest of us have had to live with the consequences of
him proving himself incapable of taking the job seriously.” He
pointed to Trump’s running roughshod over previous norms, in-
cluding his retweets of conspiracy theories, and accused him of

mishandling the US response to the coronavirus pandemic.
“Our democracy’s not going to work if the people who are

supposed to be our leaders lie every day and just make things up,”
he said. “And we just become numb to it.”

Earlier, at a roundtable with Black community organizers in
Philadelphia, he said “the pandemic would have been tough for
any president, we haven’t seen something like this for 100 years.”

The coronavirus has killed over 220,000 people in the United
States and seriously wounded the world’s largest economy,
prompting fierce criticism of the president’s handling of the crisis. 

“We can’t afford another four years of this,” Obama said. While
Obama was in Pennsylvania, Trump visited North Carolina, another
of the battleground states, where he riled up the crowd with popular
campaign themes, such as his law-and-order platform. “If Biden
wins, the flag-burning demonstrators in the street will be running
your federal government,” Trump told spectators gathered at a mu-
nicipal airport in the city of Gastonia. — AFP

US election: What you
need to know right now
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump has a final shot
at making his case for re-election before a vast audience of
Americans when he faces off against challenger Joe Biden in
the last televised debate before Election Day.

• Former President Barack Obama, stumping for Biden,
made a scathing attack on Trump’s record in office.

• US intelligence agencies say Iran and Russia have tried
to interfere in the 2020 presidential election.

• Biden’s plan to raise corporate taxes would have a mod-
est impact on profits at the big U.S. banks and probably not
before 2022, analysts say.

• Republicans scored legal victories on election rules
when the Supreme Court allowed Alabama to ban curbside
voting and an Iowa court upheld a rule making it harder to
fix problems with absentee ballot requests less than two
weeks before the election.

• Lawyers at Jones Day, a firm that has earned millions of
dollars as outside counsel to Trump’s re-election campaign,
have donated nearly $90,000 to Biden’s campaign since last
year compared to $50 to Trump’s campaign, according to
Federal Election Commission data. 

As Trump has pulled the United States inward under his
“America First” presidency, China has had only halting suc-
cess at capitalizing on a global leadership vacuum, present-
ing openings for a more internationalist Biden administration
if he wins the White House. — Reuters

PHILADELPHIA: Former US President Barack Obama addresses Biden-
Harris supporters during a drive-in rally in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
on Wednesday.  — AFP


