
BERLIN: A knife attack that killed one tourist
and seriously injured another in the German city
of Dresden in early October is being treated as
a terrorist attack, prosecutors said Wednesday,
turning fears to Islamist violence after a string of
far-right attacks. A 20-year-old Syrian man was
arrested on Tuesday evening and is believed to
have an Islamist background, federal prosecu-
tors in the city of Karlsruhe said, just days after
the shocking, apparently religiously-motivated
beheading of a teacher in France.

The suspect allegedly attacked the two
tourists, who had travelled together from North
Rhine-Westphalia, on October 4. One of them, a
55-year-old man, later died from his injuries in
hospital. The other, aged 53, survived with seri-
ous injuries.

‘Utmost vigilance’
“This act once again demonstrates the danger

of Islamist violence,” Interior Minister Horst See-
hofer said in a statement. “Whatever the form of
extremism and terrorism, the utmost vigilance is
called for,” he said. The suspect has a long crim-

inal record including charges of soliciting sup-
port for a foreign terrorist organization, obtaining
instructions to commit a serious act of violence
endangering the state, bodily injury and threats. 

He came to Germany in 2015 along with hun-
dreds of thousands of Syrian migrants and had
become increasingly radicalized since 2017,
when police classified him as dangerous, ac-
cording to a report in Der Spiegel magazine. He
had been living in Germany under “tolerated”
status granted to people whose asylum requests
have been rejected, but who cannot be deported.
He had only recently been released from a juve-
nile detention centre, on September 29, German
media reported.

Police and the public prosecutor’s office in
Dresden said the examination of evidence had
led to the Syrian man and “raised the question
of an Islamist attack”. A report in the Bild daily
said his DNA was detected on the knife, which
police found near the scene of the crime in the
city centre. The DNA was already stored in po-
lice databases, the report said. Responding to
the news on Twitter, Justice Minister Christine

Lambrecht said “Islamist terror is an ongoing
major threat to our society, which we must fight
against with all our might”.

Voices in Chancellor Angela Merkel’s CDU
party reopened the fraught question of expelling
criminals to still war-torn Syria. “First Paris, now
Dresden... why was this Syrian Islamist not in
preventive custody or deported?” party leader-
ship contender Friedrich Merz told news site
Spiegel Online.

Spate of attacks 
A history teacher was beheaded in France last

week for showing cartoons of the Prophet Mo-
hamed in a lesson on free speech, an attack that
shocked the country and prompted a govern-
ment crackdown on radical Islam. The killing also
led to an outpouring of emotion and solidarity in
France, with tens of thousands taking part in ral-
lies countrywide over the weekend.

People with ties to Islamist extremism have
also committed several violent attacks in Ger-
many, the deadliest being a truck rampage at a
Berlin Christmas market in December 2016 that

killed 12 people. The Tunisian attacker, a failed
asylum seeker, was a supporter of the Islamic
State jihadist group. More recently, an Iraqi man
caused a series of motorway accidents in Berlin
injuring six people, in what prosecutors de-
scribed as a suspected Islamist attack. After
crashing into a motorbike, he got out of his man-
gled vehicle and told witnesses a metal box in
his car contained a “dangerous object”, which
police said turned out to be false.

In 2018, an Islamist and his wife were con-
victed of planning a biological bomb attack in
Germany with the deadly poison ricin. The pair
had ordered castor seeds, explosives and metal
ball bearings on the internet to build the toxic
bomb. The man was sentenced in March to 10
years in prison while his wife received an eight-
year sentence in June. Since 2013, the number of
Islamists considered dangerous in Germany has
increased fivefold to 680, according to security
services. The far right has often accused Merkel
of having contributed to the Islamist threat by
opening the country’s borders to hundreds of
thousands of migrants in 2015. — AFP 
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Deadly stabbing in Germany 
probed as ‘terrorist attack’

20-year-old Syrian arrested amid fears of Islamist violence

Hariri named as 
Lebanon’s new 
prime minister
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun designated Sunni
Muslim politician Saad Al-Hariri as prime minister yesterday to
form a new government to tackle the worst crisis since the coun-
try’s 1975-1990 civil war. Hariri won the backing of a majority of
parliamentarians in consultations with Aoun. He faces major chal-
lenges to navigate Lebanon’s power-sharing politics and agree a
cabinet, which must then address a mounting list of woes: a bank-
ing crisis, currency crash, rising poverty and crippling state debts.

A new government will also have to contend with a COVID-
19 surge and the fallout of the huge August explosion at Beirut
port that killed nearly 200 people and caused billions of dollars
of damage. Sunni leader Hariri’s last coalition government was
toppled almost exactly a year ago as protests gripped the coun-
try, furious at Lebanon’s ruling elite. Yesterday’s nomination fol-
lows weeks of political wrangling that has delayed a deal on a
new government. 

Hariri was backed by his own Future lawmakers, the Shiite
Amal party, Druze politician Walid Jumblatt’s party and other
small blocs. The Shiite group Hezbollah said it was not nominating
anyone, but added it would seek to facilitate the process. “We will
contribute to maintain the positive climate,” Mohammed Raad,
head of its parliamentary bloc, told reporters at the presidential
palace. The FPM led by Aoun’s son-in-law, which has the largest
Christian bloc, said it would not nominate Hariri.

The second main Christian party and a staunch Hezbollah op-
ponent, the Lebanese Forces, also declined to name Hariri, say-
ing a veteran politician should not lead a planned cabinet of
specialists. “Has this political class that took people hostage

learned that they cannot continue in this way?” MP Georges
Adwan said. “It is now facing a test.” Former colonial power
France has tried rallying Lebanon’s sectarian leaders to pull the
nation from crisis, but has been frustrated by the apparent lack
of urgency or progress.

Hariri has presented himself as the “natural candidate” to
build a cabinet that can revive the French roadmap, which set
out reforms needed to trigger foreign aid. He has also said that
Lebanon must agree an IMF reform program to escape the cri-
sis. Yesterday’s consultations were postponed from last week
amid political rifts. Aoun is required to choose the candidate
with the most support from lawmakers. Iran-backed Hezbollah
and its political allies - including the party founded by Aoun and
Shiite Amal - have a majority in parliament. — Reuters

BAABDA: Lebanon’s Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri (left) President Michel
Aoun (center) and former prime minister Saad Hariri meet at the presidential
palace in Baabda, east of the capital Beirut, after Aoun named Hariri to form a
new cabinet yesterday. — AFP 

In push to normalize 
ties, Israel delegation 
visits Sudan 
JERUSALEM: An Israeli delegation has visited Sudan to discuss
normalizing relations following the Jewish state’s US-brokered
deals with UAE and Bahrain, local sources in Jerusalem said yes-
terday. The one-day return trip on Wednesday has heightened
speculation Israel could soon strike a peace deal with the Arab-
led African country with which it is technically at war.

US President Donald Trump, fighting for re-election on No-
vember 2, has pushed for further deals between Israel and ma-
jority Muslim states traditionally hostile to it. A chartered plane
left Tel Aviv for the Sudanese capital on Wednesday, according
to the specialized air traffic website Flightradar24. Israeli
sources requesting anonymity said that an Israeli delegation in-
deed went to Sudan to discuss a normalization of relations, con-
firming Israeli media reports.  The same day, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said he hoped Sudan would “quickly” rec-
ognize Israel.

That call came after Trump had pledged Monday to take
Sudan soon off the US state sponsors of terrorism blacklist, a
legacy of the era of fallen dictator Omar Al-Bashir. Israel’s top-
selling daily, Yediot Aharonot, reported Sudan’s post-Bashir tran-
sitional joint civilian and military government had internally
agreed to normalize ties. “According to reports that have been
received in Jerusalem, the leadership in Khartoum has made a
decision in principle to that effect,” the newspaper said. It re-
ported that “an agreement has been reached between the presi-
dent of the Sovereign Council, General Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan,
and Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok, who had been op-
posed up until now to normalizing relations with Israel.” — AFP 


