
much for the price. Even if they don’t have
enough money, you will see them in the lat-
est branded shoes, queuing alongside
Kuwaitis,” Yvette pointed out.  

Ronnie (not his real name), an entertain-
ment manager, accepted a cleaning job to
survive. Ronnie said that his company
informed the staff to look for alternative jobs
since phase five of the plan to return to nor-
malcy hasn’t been approved yet. “We were
informed by our boss to look for other jobs
since it’s unclear when our work - related to
children’s entertainment - will resume. We
are out of jobs for the past seven months
now,” he told Kuwait Times. 

The children’s entertainment sector has
been shut since March due to the coron-
avirus outbreak. “In the past few months,
I’ve been going with a friend to clean
Kuwaitis’ houses. I make KD 1 per hour. At
least I am earning something to eat and pay
the rent,” Ronnie said. He said he is surviv-
ing because his wife started to work and
has been getting a salary since July. “I’ve
applied and am waiting for a call from com-
panies,” he added. 

Leni, who works at a fashion retail shop
in Al-Kout Mall, uses her spare time to sell
anything she can. She buys food from a
well-known Filipino restaurant and resells it.
“During the lockdown, we did not get any-
thing from our company - not even part of
our salaries. So I contacted several of my
friends to sell anything I could. I got food
items from a restaurant; sometimes I
cooked; even earning half dinar per item is
good enough. It’s not a regular job, but it
helps to survive,” Leni told Kuwait Times.
“The hardest period of my life in Kuwait was
during the lockdown, but I kept my compo-
sure because I have four kids back home in
the Philippines. So I really do not mind
doing anything for the survival of my family,”
she added. 
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Yvette buys plants from
nurseries and repackages

them in beautiful containers. 


