
By Ben Garcia

Amidst terminations and
an economic downturn
during the coronavirus

pandemic, many expats found
several alternatives to survive.
When Yvette, a mother of three,
was terminated at the beginning
of the pandemic, she turned her
passion for baking into a home-
based business. “When I was
terminated from work, I was
devastated. But I immediately
knew what was next in store for
me. I know we were going to
survive because I am a fighter,”
she told Kuwait Times. 

“Even before the pandemic, I was known
in the Filipino community for my cheese-
cakes. A few days after I was terminated, I
posted on my Facebook account that I was
starting a home-based cheesecake busi-
ness. I started getting many orders, at first
from people I knew, and later from

strangers too,” Yvette said. 
Yvette is one of many such side hustle

entrepreneurs, employed in Kuwait but laid
off during the pandemic, they’ve turned to
their favorite hobby or freelance business
idea to bring in income until they can return
to regular work.

Selling cheesecakes was a lucrative
business at the beginning of the COVID-19
outbreak, but orders started to decline dur-
ing the lockdown as families realized that
the pandemic was here to stay. “I noticed
the change in people’s attitude in buying
cakes or other food items during the lock-
down. Maybe I was affected by other peo-
ple selling similar products during the lock-
down, or perhaps those who were buying
from me before were now making their own
cheesecakes. I heard people had shifted
their attention to plants. So I started
researching about the best indoor plants,”
Yvette said.

“I contacted a friend working at a nursery
in Rai, who helped me select the best
indoor plants. I started posting them on
social media and got an immediate
response. I realized plants were the new
trend as they are stress relievers, so along
with selling cheesecakes, I began selling
plants, particularly table plants,” she said. 

Yvette is married to a Filipino who works
at an American camp in Kuwait, but he is

still waiting to rejoin the workforce. “Many
workers were not allowed to enter American
bases because of the coronavirus, which
means they have no salary as well. So I
needed to do something for our family to
put food on the table daily. Seven months
without work is a long time for many of us,
because we still need to eat and pay the
rent,” she said. “Without income, we will
die.” 

The most favored and bestselling plants
nowadays have shifted from lucky plants to
table plants like bonsai and cactus, said
Yvette. “The plants I buy from my friend
come in dull plastic pots or ugly baskets, so
I place them in beautiful vases and sell
them accordingly. I am getting more orders
now,” she explained. 

Paying attention to packaging is the best
way to win more customers - the product
will look better and valuable, so price will no
longer matter to many clients. “I know the
mindset of many Filipino customers - they
are very picky. They will buy the most
expensive shoes or bags and don’t care
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