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A dancer representing a Mexica indigenous man performs in the La Llorona folk play, at the
Cuemanco pier in the “chinampas” of Lake Xochimilco, small artificial islands and causeways
created by the Aztecs in wetlands, in southern Mexico City amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Actress Nayeli Cortez performs in the La Llorona folk play at the
Cuemanco pier in the “chinampas” of Lake Xochimilco.

Dancers representing Mexica indigenous people perform in the La
Llorona folk play. — AFP photos

Actress Nayeli Cortez (right) performs in the La Llorona folk play.

Dancers representing Mexica indigenous people perform in the La Llorona folk play.

Adisconsolate mother dressed in
white wanders through Mexico
City’s floating gardens looking for

her children killed by the coronavirus, in a
pandemic-era adaptation of a legend root-
ed in Aztec mythology. The traditional play
“La Llorona” (The Weeping Woman)
returns to the UNESCO World Heritage
Site of Xochimilco ahead of the Day of the
Dead with a poignant tribute to the victims
of Covid-19. The ghost with flowing black
hair, who according to legend reappears
every year searching for her downed chil-
dren, has spread throughout Latin
America. “It’s dedicated to the memory of
all the people who left without saying
goodbye to their loved ones and for all the
families who have suffered this loss,”
Nayeli Cortes, who has played the role of
the weeping mother for 11 years, told AFP.

Measures such as face masks made of
transparent plastic or cloth and a smaller
audience enabled the 27-year-old per-
formance and its flamboyant costumes to
survive the pandemic. The coronavirus
has killed 86,000 people in Mexico, one of
the world’s highest tolls, and as in other
countries kept people apart from their fam-
ilies. “Not being able to hug, hold hands or
kiss (relatives) is very frustrating and that’s
why right now it’s dedicated to them,” said
stage director Maria Luisa Castillo. “We

know that they are here with us and it is
the homage that we can give them, and
also to tell them, ‘Here we are. We remem-
ber you. You will never be forgotten.’”
According to experts, the legend of the
wandering ghost was first documented
around 1550.

It is associated with supposed dire
omens prior to the Spanish conquest that
predicted the end of the Tenochtitlan
empire 500 years ago. The audience
watched the show from the gondolas that
ply the canals of Xochimilco, which usually
attracts about a million tourists a year but
was shut for almost six months due to the
pandemic. Hugo Cruz, a 46-year-old driv-
er, said that it was important to keep the
legend alive for future generations. “If we
don’t instill (the traditions) in our children
then it’s going to be lost,” he said. “I think
that we’re the only country that worships
death in this way.” The Day of the Dead,
celebrated in Mexico on the first two days
of November, is believed to be when the
gateway separating the living and the
deceased opens. This year the festival
known for its bright colors and elaborate
costumes will be a more subdued, scaled
down affair due to the pandemic. — AFP

Actress Nayeli Cortez performs in the La
Llorona folk play.

James Redford, a fi lmmaker,
activist and son of actor Robert
Redford, has died at age 58. The

legendary actor’s publicist, Cindi
Berger, told AFP that the 84-year-old
was “mourning with his family during
this difficult time and asks for privacy.”
“The grief is immeasurable with the
loss of a child. Jamie was a loving son,
husband and father,” she added. “His
legacy lives on through his children,
art, filmmaking and devoted passion to
conservation and the environment.”

James Redford died on Friday last
week at his home in California, his wife,
Kyle Redford, said in a post on Twitter
accompanied by several photos of the
family. “We’re heartbroken,” she said.
“He lived a beautiful, impactful life &
was loved by many. He will be deeply
missed. As his wife of 32 yrs, I’m most
grateful for the two spectacular chil-
dren we raised together. “I don’t know
what we would’ve done w/o them over
the past 2yrs.” She told the Salt Lake
Tribune that her husband had died

from bile-duct cancer in his liver. The
cancer was discovered last November
as he waited on a liver transplant. The
filmmaker was a fierce environmental
advocate and many of his projects
focused on raising awareness about
the environment and health. He and his
father co-founded the Redford Center
in 2005, a non-profit aimed at films
focusing on the environment.

“With Jamie came love and conta-
gious joy,” Jill Tidman, the center’s
executive director, said in an Instagram
post. “He approached everything he
did with kindness and warmth, and an
openness that spread itself easily
among others. “Jamie worked tirelessly
to build a healthier world for us all, and
particularly for those most in need of
support. He always led with his enor-
mous heart and was guided by his
curiosity and creative spirit.”— AFP

No Halloween
trick-or-treating
for Trudeau’s
kids due to virus

Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said Tuesday his
children will not go trick-or-

treating on Halloween this year due
to Covid-19 restrictions, but may
instead hunt “Easter-style” for candy
around their house. Public health
officials have reintroduced a partial
lockdown in the capital Ottawa and
several other Canadian cities and
towns to stem the spread of the
novel coronavirus after a recent
spike in the number of cases.
Among the recommendations in
Ontario, the nation’s most populous
province, was to not send kids trick-
or-treating, provoking a public out-
cry. “Unfortunately all of us are hav-
ing to make sacrifices of different
types, particularly kids,” Trudeau
told a news conference.

“Listening to public health offi-
cials means that my family will not
be going trick-or-treating this year
because... in red zones like Ottawa,
they are not encouraging or not rec-
ommending trick-or-treating,” he
said. But, he added, his sons
Xavier, 13, and Hadrien, six, as well
as his daughter Ella-Grace, 11,
“could do an Easter-style treasure
hunt for candy throughout the house
and yard.” “I think families will be
(similarly) creative in how they
respond to giving their kids as fun a
holiday as we can,” Trudeau said.
Trudeau famously likes to dress up
in costumes for Halloween and par-
ties-since coming to power in 2015,
he has masqueraded as Clark Kent,
Sherlock Holmes and “Star Wars”
fan favorite Han Solo. —AFP

It was a high-flying scheme that landed
with a thud: seven alleged flying squir-
rel traffickers were arrested in the US

state of Florida after capturing thou-
sands of animals worth more than $1
million. Following a 19-month investiga-
tion, the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC)
announced Monday it had so far appre-
hended seven individuals but that addi-
tional arrests were forthcoming.
Following a January 2019 complaint, the
commission found that up to 3,600 fly-
ing squirrels had been caught in 10,000
traps throughout central Florida, the
FWC said. 

Under the scheme the flying squir-
rels, which are a protected wild animal
in Florida but are sold internationally as
pets, were poached, trafficked and
laundered before being purchased by
South Korean buyers. The investigation
revealed that the Florida-based dealer
who purchased the squirrels from
poachers and claimed they were born in

captivity, earned as much as $213,800
for the animals. According to the FWC,
the flying squirrels, which were collect-
ed over the course of less than three
years, have an international value of
more than $1 million. Charges for the
seven individuals include racketeering,
money laundering and scheming to
defraud, among other crimes. “These
poachers could have severely damaged
Florida’s wildlife populations,” said
Major Grant Burton, FWC Investigation’s
section leader. “The concerned citizen
who initially reported this activity started
an investigation that uncovered a major
smuggling operation.” Flying squirrels
weren’t the only victims: The suspects
also profited from dealings with other
poached animals-protected freshwater
turtles and alligators with falsified docu-
ments to conceal their origin. — AFP 

In this file photo  James Redford, Robert Redford and Shauna Redford attend the Netflix Hosts
The New York Premiere Of ‘Our Souls At Night’ at The Oak Room in New York City. — AFP 

People, some wearing a face mask or covering due to the COVID-19 pandemic, sit near an art
installation entitled “Out of Order” by artist David Mach, in Kingston, south of London. — AFP 

In this file photo Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau speaks during
his daily coronavirus, COVID-19 brief-
ing at Rideau Cottage in Ottawa,
Ontario. — AFP 


