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US election 2020:
Two weeks to go
WASHINGTON: One candidate for the White House
is crisscrossing the United States; the other is at home,
preparing for the final debate.  Here is a look at what’s
happening on the American campaign trail on Tuesday,
two weeks before Election Day on November 3:

Biden calls it a day, at breakfast  
The campaign of Joe Biden, the former Democratic

vice president who is running against Donald Trump to
win the Oval Office, announced early in the day that
the 77-year-old had no public events on his schedule.
That raised questions for some about his health and
about his strategy going into the home stretch, but he
was believed to be preparing for his final debate with
the Republican incumbent. “Has anyone seen Joe
Biden?” quipped Trump’s campaign team on Twitter,
coining the hashtag #WhereIsJoe.

Trump in Pennsylvania, without Melania 
While Biden remained at home, the 74-year-old

Trump headed to Pennsylvania, a battleground state he
won in 2016 and which is key to his reelection bid.
Trump, who trails Biden in the polls, has ramped up the
rhetoric as his campaign enters the home stretch,
attacking the Democratic former senator on multiple
fronts-especially hammering away at the allegation
that Biden is corrupt.

His attack centers on a conspiracy theory about the
Biden family’s business activities. According to Trump,
Biden’s son Hunter sold access to his father in Ukraine
and China when he was serving as vice president to
Barack Obama. Trump was hoping to have his wife
Melania by his side at the event in Erie, Pennsylvania,
but the first lady opted not to travel, citing a “lingering
cough” that remains since her bout of coronavirus. The
campaign hopes that she can help her husband win
some key votes among suburban women.

NYT reveals Trump’s Chinese 
business pursuits, bank account  

In a new report The New York Times revealed
Trump spent years cultivating business projects in
China where he even has a previously unknown bank
account. The news comes as the US president attempts
to portray Biden as soft on Beijing, while himself bran-
dishing an “America First” banner, portraying China as
the greatest threat to the United States and global
democracy. The Chinese account, controlled by Trump
International Hotels Management, is one of only three
the president maintains in foreign nations-including
Britain and Ireland-according to an analysis of his tax
records by the paper.  The records show the company
“paid $188,561 in taxes in China while pursuing licens-
ing deals there from 2013 to 2015,” the Times reported.

Biden leads in polls, but gap narrowing 
According to the latest poll from The New York

Times and Siena College published Tuesday, Biden
leads Trump 50 percent to 41 percent among likely
voters. Trump does not have an edge over the chal-
lenger on any major issues at stake in the election, from
his handling of the coronavirus pandemic to the econ-
omy, seemingly leaving him little breathing room to
make up the difference in time.

But according to another poll by Investor’s Business
Daily and the TechnoMetrica Institute of Policy and
Politics (IBD/TIPP), the gap between the two septua-
genarians has narrowed considerably, standing at just
2.3 percentage points — 48.1 percent for Biden to 45.8
percent for Trump.

The IBD/TIPP poll was one of the few to predict a
Trump victory in 2016. Its latest polling shows
Republicans rallying behind Trump, and Biden losing
some support among unconvinced Democrats.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: Former president Barack Obama
held his first rally yesterday in support of US election
front runner Joe Biden, while Donald Trump cam-
paigned frantically and accused his opponent, who
stayed home in Delaware, of going “into hiding.” Two
weeks before the polls, the contrast in campaign
strategies between Trump, 74, and Biden, 77, has nev-
er been more pronounced: the Republican president
led another rally in the battleground state of
Pennsylvania Tuesday, while Democrat Biden stayed
mostly out of sight ahead of a pivotal televised debate
later in the week.

Polls show Biden ahead and, with the clock running
down, he appears confident.

In any case, few could ever out-campaign Trump,
who has rediscovered his old energy with daily,
sometimes twice-daily, rallies around the country
since recovering from COVID-19 just over a week
ago. His latest rally was in Erie, a former Democratic
stronghold that he won in 2016, symbolizing his suc-
cessful capture of the white working-class vote that
had long been loyal to the left and which Biden has
been trying to claw back.

Trump’s message with a fortnight left to go has
boiled down to a mix of optimism, telling Americans
that the coronavirus pandemic is practically over, and
ever more extreme attempts to tar Biden as corrupt-
even saying Tuesday that he wants the attorney gen-
eral to open an investigation ahead of the election.
But, underlining how hard it is for him to escape the
subject of the COVID-19 crisis, Trump’s wife Melania
canceled plans to accompany him to Pennsylvania at
the last minute, complaining of a “lingering cough”
following her own bout with the virus.

This was to have been her first appearance along-

side Trump at a rally in more than a year, possibly
boosting his dire standing among women voters.

Slinging dirt 
After a difficult few weeks for his reelection

hopes, compounded by three nights in hospital with
the coronavirus, Trump believes he is storming into
the final stretch with new momentum-even if pub-
lished polls show little sign to support this theory.
“Things are changing fast,” Trump told the Fox &
Friends program, claiming that his own polling
showed Biden is “implod-
ing.” Both candidates will
get something of a reality
check today when they
meet for their second and
final televised debate. To
try and impose some sense
of order after a chaotic first
clash in September, the
moderator will this time
switch off each candidate’s
microphone when their
opponent is speaking,
thereby trying to thwart interruptions.

In what could be seen as foreshadowing, Trump’s
microphone cut out briefly at his Erie rally Tuesday.
When it came back on, he blamed “Crooked Hillary”
for the interruption-a reference to his 2016 oppo-
nent, Hillary Clinton. At the debate Biden is sure to go
after Trump for his record on the pandemic, which
has killed around 220,000 Americans and, despite
the president’s frequent claims, is surging back rather
than going away.

A New York Times report Tuesday was likely to

give Biden additional ammunition, revealing how
Trump spent years cultivating business projects in
China and even maintains a previously unknown bank
account in the country. As for Trump, he has made
clear his priority is to pursue his claim that Biden’s
son Hunter sold access to his father in Ukraine and
China when he was vice president under Obama.

Trump upped his offensive Tuesday by calling on
US Attorney General Bill Barr to investigate his
“criminal” opponent “before the election.” And he
told Fox News that the accusation has sent Biden

“into hiding.”
Trump is the subject of

multiple allegations of sex-
ual assault, corruption, and
also is the first president to
run for reelection after
being impeached. However,
he won in 2016 in part
thanks to the success of a
last-minute push to sow
doubt about Clinton’s hon-
esty. He is dusting off that
playbook again. Crowds at

Trump’s rallies have even repurposed the old anti-
Clinton chant for Biden, shouting “lock him up.”

Pennsylvania push 
According to a new poll from The New York

Times/Siena College, Biden has a nine-point lead
nationally. Although this reflects the consensus of polls,
there are outliers, including IBD/TIPP, which accu-
rately predicted the 2016 shock result and sees a much
tighter race now, with Biden only 2.3 points ahead.

Pennsylvania is one of the half-dozen states that

Trump more or less has to win to amass enough elec-
toral college votes to hold on to the presidency. Polls
show Biden ahead there, though a Reuters/Ipsos poll
this week showed the gap narrowing slightly.
Reflecting the state’s importance, the Biden team said
Obama would campaign in Pennsylvania at a “drive-
in car rally” in Philadelphia, during which he will
encourage early voting. Firebrand Senator Bernie
Sanders, who is hugely popular with the Democrats’
left wing, will go on Saturday. 

A key element in this year’s campaign is early vot-
ing, which is at record-high levels amid fears over the
spread of the virus. So far, 34 million Americans have
cast ballots, according to the independent US
Elections Project.  —AFP

Candidates to get a reality check at final televised debate today

Trump traverses US as Obama 
steps up support for Joe Biden

CLEVELAND: Democratic Presidential candidate and for-
mer US Vice President Joe Biden (left) and US President
Donald Trump speaking during the first presidential debate
at the Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland
Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio on September 29, 2020.  —AFP

French-born US 
citizen is Trump 
superfan at 95
CULLMAN, United States: She has seen more than
a dozen presidents carve their place in US history
since she arrived from France but, at the grand age
of 95, Jeanette Boudreaux has made some memo-
ries of her own. And she has one last ambition: to
witness Donald Trump returned to office.  

When Boudreaux arrived in Louisiana from
Normandy in the spring of 1946, the Trumps were
still weeks away from welcoming the future 45th
president into the world. But he has grown into a
statesman that “beats them all ,” she says.
Boudreaux’s American odyssey is at its heart a love
story: she arrived on a ship that reunited young
French women with American GIs they had fallen
for after the D-Day landings.

She was to marry her sweetheart-Louisiana
native Allen Boudreaux-in the Deep South, but
spoke almost no English. “All I could say, it was ‘I
love you,’ stuff like that. That’s it,” she recalled,
switching back and forth between the two lan-
guages. 

“I learned from cartoons and television.”
Despite her new surroundings and a “jealous”

and “wicked” mother-in-law, Boudreaux says she

adapted well to life in Louisiana, a state with a
strong French heritage. “It was different, but I was
still happy to come here. We were dying of hunger
in France,” she recalled. “I saw a lot of things dur-
ing the war. I was 14 when it was declared. My
mother was disabled, so I had to take care of her.”

Boudreaux-whose US career was in the hospi-
tality industry-was working in a factory when the
Americans arrived and pushed the Germans back
from her hometown near Rouen. That’s where in
1945 she met Allen, who had come from Louisiana
to help liberate France. They were married the fol-
lowing year and built a life in his home state with
their three children, until he died in his 30s.
Jeanette returned to her native Normandy only
occasionally for short visits to family.  “I feel more
American than French,” she said. “This is where I
have made my life. I’ve been here for 75 years.”

‘Trump supporter from the beginning’ 
Of all the men she has seen behind the desk in

the Oval Office, starting with Harry Truman, Donald
Trump is without doubt the best, she says.
“Reagan was good, but this one beats them all,”
Boudreaux told AFP from her daughter’s basement
in Cullman, Alabama, where she is staying after two
hurricanes damaged her home in Louisiana.

“He is superb,” she adds, saying she was won
over by the frank talk of the New York real estate
tycoon.  “Whatever he promises, he does. The ones
we had before, they didn’t do anything for us.”
Outspoken Boudreaux says she doesn’t have time

for Trump’s Democratic challenger Joe Biden. 
“There is something with that man, he has made

a lot of mistakes,” she said, concluding that a
Democratic victory could plunge the United States
into chaos. 

“They do worse for us. Around my age, I think of
my grandchildren, my great-grandchildren,” she
said from behind the blue mask that she paired with
a matching striped sweater. 

“Democrats, they want to give everything for
free, but after taxes are raised,” she complained.
Boudreaux repeats the kind of conservative rheto-
ric often seen on Fox News, to which she is fre-
quently tuned. And she is proud to own a signed
photograph of the president. —AFP

Jeannette Boudreaux (left) is seen with her daughter
Jacqueline Schendel in Cullman, Alabama.

Protesters ready 
in case Trump 
refuses to accept 
election result
NEW YORK:  Sean Eldridge says he’s “preparing
for the worst” in case President Donald Trump
tries to undermine the results of next month’s vote
or refuses to accept a victory for the Democrats.
The 34-year-old is one of the organizers of a
coalition planning protests across the United
States if Trump loses to his election rival Joe Biden
but refuses to concede.

The White House incumbent has repeatedly
refused to say whether he would cede power
peacefully in the event of defeat in the presiden-
tial vote on November 3. He has suggested that
massive voter fraud involving the tens of millions
of ballots sent by mail this year and early voting
due to the coronavirus pandemic could prevent

him from winning.
“This is pretty unprecedented in American poli-

tics to have to be worried about whether a sitting
president will accept the election results and ensure
a peaceful transition of power,” said Eldridge.

He is a former Democratic candidate for
Congress and one of the leaders of the successful
movement to legalize gay marriage. Now he is also
in charge of the New York-based anti-Trump
organization Stand Up America.

“This is work that I never hoped that we would
have to do. (But) we have to take him at his word
when he says he may not accept the election out-
come. “Certainly everything we’ve seen from him
over the past three and a half years has been a total
lack of respect for democratic norms and for our
election processes,” he said. In a country that
recently saw huge demonstrations against racial
inequality following the death of George Floyd,
Eldridge is focused on organizing new protests
almost everywhere.

The Protect the Results coalition has laid the
groundwork for nearly 250 rallies, from Las Vegas
to New York and Maine to Florida. The group
brings together more than 100 organizations, in

particular ones campaigning for the environment
and women’s and LGBTQ rights, but also at least
one group of anti-Trump Republicans. They repre-
sent tens of millions of people, according to
Eldridge. —AFP

ERIE, Pennsylvania: US President Donald Trump
addresses supporters during a Make America Great
Again rally as he campaigns at Erie International
Airport in Erie, Pennsylvania, on Tuesday.  —AFP

Polls show 
Biden ahead

Pentagon stresses 
stronger alliances to 
counter China, Russia
WASHINGTON: US Defense Secretary Mark Esper
revealed a fresh drive to strengthen US alliances
with “like-minded democracies” in part through
arms sales in an effort to curb the global influence of
Russia and China. Esper said the Pentagon would
systematically monitor and manage its relationships
with partner countries, aiming to find ways to coor-
dinate militaries and also to advance US arms sales.

The init iative, cal led the Guidance for
Development for Alliances and Partnerships (GDAP),
comes just two weeks before the presidential elec-
tion that, if President Donald Trump loses, could see
Esper replaced in January. It also came after nearly

four years of Trump’s efforts to restructure and even
dismantle alliances, including threatening NATO. 

“America’s network of allies and partners pro-
vides us an asymmetric advantage our adversaries
cannot match,” Esper said Tuesday, calling the net-
work “the backbone of the international rules-based
order.” “China and Russia probably have fewer than
10 allies combined,” he added.

He said China uses coercion and financial entrap-
ment to build its alliances with weak countries such
as Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos. “The smaller the
nation and the greater its needs, the heavier the
pressure from Beijing,” he said. 

He cited visits he has made to build defense rela-
tions with Malta, Mongolia and Palau, as well as US
plans for a greater defense presence in Eastern
Europe, including basing troops in Poland.

And he underscored the need to build closer ties
to “like-minded democracies such as India and
Indonesia” adding “they all recognize what China is
doing.” A key part of this effort is to expand US
arms sales, to both help allies improve defense

capabilities and to bolster the US defense industry
against competition from Moscow and Beijing,
Esper said. —AFP

In this file photo Secretary of Defense Mark Esper
speaks at a press conference with British Defense
Secretary Ben Wallace (out of frame) in the briefing
room at the Pentagon in Washington, DC. —AFP


