
KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company
(KNPC) announced operating all boilers for the
Clean Fuels Project (CFP) at the company’s Mina
Abdullah refinery, which covers the project’s needs
of steam needed to operate its various units. This
process is done through gas combustion operations
that take into account the allowed limits of emis-

sions approved by the Environment Public
Authority (EPA). Operating the high-pressure six
boilers enables the company to secure full produc-
tion and provide units of the project with steam,
said Abdullah Al-Ajmi, the executive vice president

for projects and official
spokesperson of KNPC. The
production capacity of each
boiler amounts to 380,000
pounds per hour, which can
be increased when needed,
to reach 420,000 pounds
per hour, Ajmi added.

The boilers are the main
artery for operating rotating
equipment in the project, as
steam is also used in heat exchange operations, he
added. Ajmi stressed that the company has fully
relied on its trained national cadres in operating
these boilers and has thus been able to overcome
many challenges due to COVID-19 spread. Last
April, KNPC announced completion of CFP at Mina
Al-Ahmadi Refinery, while work continues to com-
plete the remaining units at Mina Abdullah. This proj-
ect, when fully operational, will develop the compa-
ny’s refining capabilities and enhance safety levels at
Mina Al-Ahmadi and Mina Abdullah refineries. The
project will also support the use of energy with high
efficiency, as the refineries together produce
800,000 barrels per day of high-quality oil products

that are compatible with global environmental
requirements such as (Euro 4) and (Euro 5), which
contributes to opening new and more profitable mar-
kets for the company’s products. — KUNA
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Minister regulates
waste management
at construction sites 
KUWAIT: All contractors
should provide waste contain-
ers at their construction sites in
order to minimize risks caused
by these wastes on the envi-
ronment, Minister of State for
Municipal Affairs Waleed Al-
Jassem said yesterday. Limiting
the dumping of waste in con-
struction sites will contribute to
cleaner areas and healthier
environment, he said in a state-
ment to the press. Jassem said he sent a letter to the
Director General of Kuwait Municipality to oblige con-
tractors to place containers in their construction sites to
be used for their waste. Contractors violating the regu-
lations would be held accountable, he added. — KUNA

Souq Mubarakiya open
without appointments
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Souq Mubarakiya is open to all now with-
out restrictions and no appointments are needed to
shop or visit. Restrictions were imposed when the
market reopened in July and stayed in place until early
September. “The market is now open to all, but we
practice social distancing and check the temperature
of shoppers at all the entry points of the market,” said
an Indian security guard.  

All entrances of Souq Mubarakiya are now open. “I
came just to check if Mubarakiya is open to cus-
tomers; the last time I came was a month ago, and they
still required shoppers to have appointments,” said a
Filipino shopper who came from Salmiya. 

The coronavirus outbreak led to the total closure of
Souq Mubarakiya on April 4. The market reopened on
May 31, but other souqs and malls were only allowed
to reopen on June 30. Souq Mubarakiya is a popular
shopping destination for citizens and expats alike, with
its traditional shops, eateries, cafes and teahouses.

Minister of State for
Municipal Affairs

Waleed Al-Jassem

KNPC spokesperson
Abdullah Al-Ajmi

KNPC operates Clean Fuel Project’s
boilers at Mina Abdullah refinery 

Each boiler has production capacity of 380,000 pounds per hour

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s oil price dropped
19 cents to reach $41.27 per barrel in
Tuesday’s trading, compared to $41.46
pb on Monday, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KNPC) said yesterday.
West Texas Intermediate’s (WTI)
futures ended trading climbing by 63
cents to reach $41.46 pb, and Brent
crude futures also went up by 54 cents
to reach $43.16 pb. Meanwhile, the
OPEC daily basket dropped and stood
at $41.04 per barrel Tuesday compared
with $41.38 the previous day, the
organization said yesterday. OPEC said
2019 average price was $52.43 pb.

OPEC said in a recent report that
global demand for its crude in 2020
dropped by around seven million bar-
rels per day to $22.4 million bpd. It
anticipated international demand on
its crudes to increase by 5.6 million
bpd to 27.9 million bpd in 2021. The
Joint Ministerial market Monitoring
Committee had earlier this week reaf-
firmed commitment of OPEC and non-
OPEC countries to the OPEC+, which
aimed cutting nine million barrels per

day to restore stability in oil markets.
The OPEC Reference Basket of

Crudes (ORB) is made up of the fol-
lowing: Saharan Blend (Algeria) ,
Girassol (Angola), Djeno (Congo),
Zafiro (Equatorial Guinea), Rabi Light
(Gabon), Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic
of Iran), Basra Light (Iraq), Kuwait
Export (Kuwait), Es Sider (Libya),
Bonny Light (Nigeria), Arab Light
(Saudi Arabia), Murban (UAE) and
Merey (Venezuela). — KUNA

KUWAIT: Visiting Indian Minister
of Petroleum and Natural Gas and
Steel Dharmendra Pradhan praised
and thanked the Indian Community
Support Group (ICSG) for their
selfless service to distressed Indian
community members impacted by
the COVID-19 lockdown in Kuwait.

Minister Pradhan told a select
gathering of community members
that the government of India appre-
ciated and thanked ICSG’s efforts in
coming to the aid of their fellow
countrymen in times of crises. Indian
Ambassador Sibi George also
expressed his gratitude to ICSG
committee for rising to the occasion.
The Indian Community Support
Group (ICSG) which was set up by
the Embassy of India worked tire-
lessly during the lockdown and cur-
few periods distributing more than
16,000 food kits equivalent to half a
million cooked meals.

The committee with its team of
volunteers reached out to people in
distress with the support of Indian
Embassy and Najat Charitable

Society, and the group were able to
serve the needy. ICSG is continuing
to support and help even during
these times as many individuals are
still reeling from the impact of the
COVID-19 crisis.

During a previous interaction
with ICSG members Ambassador
George complimented ICSG com-
mittee for their noble efforts and
requested them to continue their
help to the community, as the
impact of the pandemic  was not
yet over. The committee also
thanked and acknowledged the
wholehearted support of the
embassy of India.

Minister Pradhan in his address
to the group also pointed out the
great opportunities that were avail-
able for overseas Indians to invest
and reap benefits as part of the
Indian growth story. He added that
the COVID-19 crisis had greatly
impacted businesses world over,
and that India was gearing up for
the post-COVID boom expected to
take place next year. 

Indian government applauds
ICSG for community service 

Kuwait oil price down by 
19 cents to hit $41.27: KPC

Beach, parks only
outdoor outlet
for families
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Many major entertainment spots for chil-
dren are yet to reopen due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. Entertainment arcades located inside malls are
closed, along with cinemas, and there is no indication
when they will reopen. Even the nation’s only zoo in
Omariya is closed until further notice. These facilities
can only reopen when the government activates phase
5 of the plan to return to normalcy. 

Given the circumstances, the seaside and gardens
are the only source of outdoor entertainment for chil-
dren in Kuwait. These places have a lively atmosphere
during mornings and evenings, especially on week-
ends. “Children are bored in the house, especially

when they have no online classes. They want to go out
but I always remind them of the dangers. The problem
is they are now glued to gadgets - they do not want to
put down their devices,” said Janice Sanera, mother of
two boys aged 11 and 6.  “My boys are really active -
they love outdoor activities,” she told Kuwait Times. 

Sanera said her children’s relationships with their
peers have been affected. “My kids miss playing with
their friends. I don’t allow them to interact with other
children whom I don’t know - I feel it is very unsafe for
my kids. If I go to malls, I don’t allow them to touch
anything.  We only go to malls when necessary; other
than that, I feel safer at home. When we head to the
seaside, I tell my husband to go far from the crowded
Marina Crescent. I don’t care if people say I am para-
noid - I just want my kids to be safe,” she said.

“I hope they open the zoo soon. I want my kids to
see the animals - it’s been a while since we visited the
zoo. This pandemic has brought everything to a stand-
still, and it’s really hurting and affecting our kids. This
year has been very bad for everybody - we all pray for
better months to come and hope the New Year will
improve the lives of everyone,” said Sanera.   

ICSK introduces
robotics, AI classes
KUWAIT: The world today is moving more and
more towards a virtual digital world. The COVID-19
pandemic has only accelerated this transformation.
In order to keep pace with time and the current
realities, ICSK has introduced a virtual robotics and
artificial intelligence (AI) program for its students of
class I to IX. A leading robotics manufacturing
company with excellent trainers have been invited
to conduct these classes for the students.

This is in line with the vision of ICSK to develop
a deep intellectual thinking among its students and

try and bring the best to its students to nudge its
children outside their comfort zone and take up
realistic challenges of future world of their time.
There has been a fantastic response from students
and parents. Children in small batches, right from
grade I can be seen enjoying their lessons with
teachers who patiently resolve their doubts.

“We are thrilled to take this small step with our
children so that they can make a giant leap confi-
dently into their future,” said the principal and sen-
ior administrator, Dr V Binumon. “Coding is soon
going to be an essential requisite skill of literacy
and we do not want our children to lag behind in
this new era of education. Thanks to the vision and
efforts of ICSK management to introduce advance
educational practices in school and move ahead
with time,” he added.


