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Local airlines propose plan  
for quarantining in Kuwait

500,000 have benefited from Shlonik app • Kuwait records 813 new COVID cases, 7 deaths 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways and Jazeera Airways 
have proposed a plan to local authorities to allow 
passengers to spend their quarantine period in 
Kuwait instead of a third country, Kuwait Airways 
Chairman Ali Al-Dukhan announced yesterday. 
According to the plan, each airline will carry out nec-
essary health tests on arriving passengers at its 
respective terminal, including PCR tests. The passen-
ger would then be allowed to enter Kuwait directly 
and tested again before the end of their quarantine 
period.  

This will allow flights to operate 24 hours a day, 
which will help boost revenues of aviation companies 
and relevant state departments, Dukhan said during a 
tour of Kuwait International Airport’s Terminal 4 yes-
terday. Currently, passengers from 34 countries are 
not allowed to enter Kuwait unless they spend a 14-
day quarantine period in a third country. 

Dukhan said the proposal will ease procedures for 
travel and implementation of health protocols will be 
smooth and flexible. It will also allow for the airline to 
slowly reintroduce destinations it had halted due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  He said Kuwait Airways is 
keen on following cautionary guidelines by having its 
employees wear masks, implementing social distanc-
ing, providing sanitizers and displaying health 
instructions at the airport and onboard aircraft. 
Planes are sanitized after each flight, along with bus-
es, equipment and luggage carriers. 

Dukhan said Kuwait Airways and the aviation sec-
tor in general are going through tough circumstances 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, which had a major 
impact on this sector after operations were halted 
and customers had to be refunded. 

Meanwhile, the Shlonik application is one of the 
most important technological developments Kuwait 
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450 kg of meth seized 
 
MANAMA: A British warship has seized more 
than 450 kg of methamphetamines in the Arabian 
Sea, a record for the multi-national flotilla 
patrolling international waters around the Gulf. 
Crew on board the Royal Navy frigate HMS 
Montrose confiscated the drugs from a “suspi-
cious vessel” during a counter-narcotics opera-
tion, the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) said 
in a statement yesterday. — Agencies 

Saudis launch AI strategy 
 
DUBAI: Saudi Arabia yesterday launched a 
national artificial intelligence strategy aimed at 
making it a global leader in the field as it seeks 
to diversify its oil-based economy. The National 
Strategy for Data and Artificial Intelligence 
(NSDAI) will seek to attract $20 billion in for-
eign and local investments by 2030, a NSDAI 
statement said. — Reuters (See Page 2)

Pollution killed 500K newborns  
 
WASHINGTON: Air pollution killed 476,000 
newborns in 2019, with the biggest hotspots in 
India and Sub-Saharan Africa, according to a 
new global study which said that nearly two-
thirds of the deaths came from noxious fumes 
from cooking fuels. More than 116,000 Indian 
infants died from air pollution in the first month 
of life, and the corresponding figure was 
236,000 in Sub-Saharan Africa, according to 
the State of Global Air 2020. — AFP 

Iran tests air defense systems 
 
TEHRAN: Iran yesterday tested home-made air 
defense systems during military exercises, state 
media said. The maneuvers took place in “an area 
covering half of the country’s surface”, Iribnews 
website reported, adding targets at medium and 
high altitudes were shot down by Iran’s Khordad 3 
and Khordad 15 air defense systems and that 
fighter jets took part in the maneuvers. — AFP  

NEW DELHI: A researcher holds a sheet with paper strip samples for coronavirus tests 
at a laboratory on Oct 7, 2020. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: A fast and cheap 
paper-based coronavirus test will 
soon be available across India, with 
scientists hopeful it will help turn the 
tide on the pandemic in one of the 
world’s worst-hit nations. India has 
recorded more than 7.5 million infec-
tions, second only to the United 
States, and the outbreak has spread 
from densely packed megacities like 
Mumbai to rural communities with 
limited medical services. 

The locally developed Feluda, 
named for a detective in a famous 

Indian novel series, resembles a home 
pregnancy paper-strip test and deliv-
ers results within an hour. 
Researchers are optimistic that its low 
cost and ease of use can help stem the 
pathogen’s spread in poor and remote 
areas.  

“This test doesn’t require any 
sophisticated equipment or highly 
trained manpower,” said co-creator 
Souvik Maiti, a scientist at New 
Delhi’s CSIR-Institute of Genomics 
and Integrative Biology (IGIB). “There 
are lots of remote parts of India 
where you do not have any sophisti-
cated laboratories... (The test) will be 
much easier to deploy; it will have 
much more penetration.” 

India currently diagnoses COVID-
19 with either RT-PCR tests, which 
are highly accurate but require  
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India to roll  
out quick,  
cheap test

W A S H I N G T O N : 
Donald Trump spent 
years cultivating busi-
ness projects in China, 
where he maintained a 
previously unknown 
bank account, The New 
York Times reported 
Tuesday, as the US pres-
ident attempts to portray 
election rival Joe Biden 
as weaker on Beijing. 
Trump has spent recent days promoting a murky 
claim that Biden’s son Hunter sold access to his father 
in Ukraine and China when he was vice president 
under Barack Obama. 

It is Trump, however, who maintained an office in 
China during his first run for president, and part-
nered with a major government-controlled compa-
ny, the Times reported.  
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Trump records  
show Chinese  
bank account

Donald Trump

LIMA: A giant 2,000-year-old figure of a feline that was 
on the brink of disappearing will be the new cat’s meow 
when Peru’s remarkable Nazca Lines attraction reopens 
to tourists in November. The geoglyph is around 37 m 
long and was recently discovered by a drone on a hillside, 
the culture ministry said. “The figure was barely visible 
and was about to disappear due to the effects of natural 
erosion as it’s on a fairly steep slope,” said the ministry. 

A group of archeologists took on the job of cleaning 
and preserving the geoglyph, which shows a cat with its 
body in profile but its head front on. The lines making up 
its outline were mostly well defined and 30-40 cm wide. 
Experts say its stylistic features mean it is from the late 
Paracas period, more than 2,000 years ago and older 
than the other famous Nazca figures such as the mock-
ingbird, monkey, and spider. 

“Feline representations of this type are common in the 
iconography of ceramics and textiles of the Paracas soci-
ety,” said the ministry. The people that formed the Nazca 
civilization in that area of southwestern Peru lived there 
from 200 to 700 AD, but the cat dates from 200-100 BC. 
The Paracas culture lived in the area from 800-100 BC 

and is believed to have been responsible for the Palpa 
Lines, which are similar to but less famous than the near-
by Nazca ones. 

The Nazca Lines, most of which are only visible from 
the sky, were made by people making incisions on the 
desert floor to leave different colored dirt exposed. 
They are made up of thousands of lines including geo-
metric patterns as well as the more famous animal fig-
ures. The reason for their creation is unknown but some 
theories include astrological and religious significance, 
as well as indicators of water sources. The area, some 
350 km south of Peru’s capital Lima, is a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. — AFP 

Peru unveils  
cat etching at  
famous site

This undated handout picture shows a giant cat figure 
etched onto a slope in the desert near the town of 
Nasca in southern Peru. — AFP 


