
LONDON: Pep Guardiola starts his latest bid to 
lead Manchester City to Champions League glory 
with the shadows of past failures casting doubt 
on his ability to secure that elusive title. City host 
Porto in their opening Champions League group 
match today with Guardiola’s failing in the tour-
nament weighing heavily on both the Spanish 
boss and his club. Despite all their domestic suc-
cess in recent years, City have never gone 
beyond the semi-finals of the Champions League 
and Guardiola has found the competition equally 
vexing for much of the last decade. 

Since he won the Champions League as 
Barcelona boss for the second time in 2011, 
Guardiola has failed to return to the final of 
Europe’s elite club competition. That nine-year 
drought includes four years of frustration since 
he took charge at City in 2016. In that time, 
Guardiola has seen City beaten by Monaco in the 
last 16 and Liverpool, Tottenham and Lyon in the 
quarter-finals. He also lost in three semi-finals 
during his time as Bayern Munich manager before 
moving to City. 

Last season’s shock 3-1 defeat against Lyon in 
Lisbon was especially galling as City were heavy 
favorites against the French side. Guardiola 

deserved a large portion of the blame for that let-
down after his tactical tinkering appeared to 
unsettle his players and did nothing to tilt the tie 
in City’s favor. Interpreted by Guardiola’s critics 
as further proof that his Champions League suc-
cess at Barcelona was due to the presence of the 
great Lionel Messi’s presence, the only bright 
side of the Lyon loss was that it was not their 
farewell to Europe for a while. 

 
Long-term plans 

For several months last season, it appeared 
City would not even be competing in the 
Champions League this term after UEFA gave 
them a two-year ban from European competitions 
for Financial Fairplay breaches. City’s legal dream 
team won that battle and the suspension was 
eventually thrown out on appeal. 

Whether Guardiola can be as successful in 
Europe as City’s Abu Dhabi-based owners were 
in the court room remains far from certain. 
Adding to the unease around City ahead of their 
European campaign is the unresolved issue of 
Guardiola’s future. Guardiola is out of contract at 
the end of the season and has yet to agree a new 
deal amid speculation that he may decide to 

leave the Etihad Stadium in 2021. For now, 
Guardiola  wi l l  focus on Porto’s  v is i t  to 
Manchester rather than entertaining questions 
about his long-term plans. 

The 49-year-old insists he has to earn a pro-
longed stay at City by improving on last season’s 
disappointment, which saw them surrender the 
Premier League to Liverpool and win only the 
League Cup. There have been some worrying 
signs already as Leicester thrashed City 5-2, 
while Saturday’s 1-0 win against Arsenal was far 
from convincing. Significantly, Guardiola was able 
to welcome back Sergio Aguero last weekend as 
City’s record goalscorer made his first appear-
ance for four months after knee surgery. 

City have lacked a cutting edge in Aguero’s 
absence and Guardiola’s hopes of a serious 
Champions League challenge hinge on the 
Argentine striker staying fit. “The important thing 
is that Sergio comes back in good physical condi-
tion, starts to get his rhythm, doesn’t get more 
injuries and plays good,” Guardiola said. “We 
know what he means for us, we know how we 
appreciate him, but now he has to show like every 
one of us, me first, that we deserve to continue 
here and playing good and winning games.”— AFP 
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Clock ticking on Guardiola’s dreams as  
Manchester City chase elusive crown 

Shadows of past failures cast doubt on his ability  

Ajax - What remains  
of team that become 
Champions by storm? 

 
AMSTERDAM: Ajax host Liverpool in the 
Champions League today, 18 months after being 
denied the chance to play the Anfield club in the 
final by a stunning Tottenham Hotspur comeback 
in the semi-final in Amsterdam. The Dutch side 
wowed Europe on that run to the last four, before 
many of their best players were unsurprisingly 
picked off by wealthier clubs elsewhere. AFP 
Sport looks at what remains of that Ajax team: 

 
Moved on 

The two big names to leave in the summer of 
2019 were the Dutch international duo of 
Matthijs de Ligt and Frenkie de Jong. Centre-
back De Ligt, who captained Ajax in that cam-
paign aged 19, scored the winner against 
Juventus in the quarter-finals and also scored 
against Tottenham in the semi-final. He moved to 
Juve for 75 million euros ($84.2 million) plus 10.5 
million euros of add-ons, a world-record fee for 
a defender.  

Meanwhile midfielder De Jong, now 23, was 
sold to Barcelona in a deal worth a total of 86 
million euros that was agreed midway through 
the 2018-19 season. Kasper Dolberg was really 
only a bit-part player in that Champions League 
campaign, but Ajax still cashed in on the Danish 
striker, selling him to French club Nice for 20.5 
million euros. Another Dane, veteran midfielder 
Lasse Schone, left for Genoa in Italy. 

After failing to progress beyond the group 
stage of last season’s competition, Ajax allowed 
another mainstay of their side to go, with 
supremely gifted Moroccan international attack-
ing midfielder Hakim Ziyech joining Chelsea for 
40 million euros. And Donny van de Beek was 
the most recent to move on, the 23-year-old mid-
fielder who scored the only goal away to Spurs 
in the first leg of the semi-final being sold to 
Manchester United in September for 39 million 
euros. In total the four-time European champions 
have raised nearly 300 million euros in transfer 
fees from selling members of that squad that won 
the domestic double in 2019 as well as going so 
far in Europe. 

 
Stayed put  

Most of the exciting young talents in that side 
have moved on, but others remain. Erik ten Hag is 
still the coach, while Serbian international Dusan 
Tadic is still one of Ajax’s main goal-scoring 
threats. The former Southampton man netted six 
times in that European run and scored 16 more 
last season in all competitions in a campaign that 
was eventually cut short because of the coron-
avirus pandemic, with no champion crowned. 
Tadic also scored twice in the 5-1 weekend defeat 
of Heerenveen. Goalkeeper Andre Onana, centre-
back Daley Blind, Argentine left-back Nicolas 
Tagliafico and the Moroccan right-back Noussair 
Mazraoui all remain key elements too. Further for-
ward, Brazil winger David Neres - who was on 
target in the 2019 quarter-final against Juventus - 
is also still part of Ten Hag’s squad. 

 
The new faces  

Ajax have reinvested some of the money 
brought in from sales over the last 18 months, 
shelling out fees of more than 15 million euros to 
sign Dutch international forward Quincy Promes 
from Sevilla, Mexico midfielder Edson Alvarez 
and the young Brazilian attacker Antony. The lat-
ter came off the bench to score at the weekend. 
Also on target in that game was Mohammed 
Kudus, a 20-year-old Ghana international 
recruited from Nordsjaelland in Denmark. Ajax 
continue to put faith in youth, but they have 
brought in experience too. Midfielder Davy 
Klaassen was signed from Werder Bremen in a 14 
million-euro deal and returns to the club he left 
in 2017 for a failed stint on the blue side of 
Merseyside at Everton. — AFP  

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Spanish manager 
Pep Guardiola gestures during the English Premier 
League football match between Manchester City 
and Arsenal at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester on 
October 17, 2020. — AFP 

ROME: Genoa held on for a 0-0 
draw away to Verona in Serie A on 
Monday despite having their squad 
decimated following a COVID-19 
outbreak at the club. Goalkeeper 
Mattia Perin, who was the first play-
er to become infected and has since 
recovered, gave an excellent per-
formance as he kept the hosts at 
bay, capped by a save from Davide 
Faraoni’s header late in the game. 

Genoa were hit by the outbreak 
three weeks ago and, at one stage, 
17 players and five members of staff 
had tested positive. Their previous 
match at home to Torino was post-
poned. On Monday, they still had 13 
players missing, including some 

who were still positive and others 
who had recovered but were not fit 
to play. 

“There is one word for it; team-
work” said Perin after the game. 
“We’ve really had a difficult time 
with players who trained very little, 
including myself. But we decided not 
to look for excuses, to be compact 
and try not to repeat last year’s sea-
son. “We’re aware that our goal is to 
stay up, but we must also hope to 
surprise our fans, for the people 
who are suffering and cheering us 
on.” Genoa, who narrowly avoided 
the drop last  season, have four 
points from three games and Verona 
seven from four. — Reuters

Matches on TV  
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
Red Bull Salzburg v Lokomotiv            19:55 
beIN Sports  
Real Madrid CF v Shakhtar Donetsk         19:55 
beIN Sports 
Bayern Munich v Atletico de Madrid          22:00 
beIN Sports HD 3 
Inter Milan v Borussia Monchengladbach  22:00 
beIN Sports  
Manchester City v FC Porto            22:00 
beIN Sports  
Olympiacos Piraeus v Marseille            22:00 
beIN Sports   
Ajax v Liverpool            22:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 
Midtjylland v Atalanta            22:00 
beIN Sports

Mueller’s Bayern  
form fuels calls for  
Germany recall 

 
 
BERLIN: Thomas Mueller can further fuel appeals 
for him to be recalled by Germany when Bayern 
Munich launch their Champions League defence at 
home to Atletico Madrid today behind closed doors. 
Having managed a record 21 assists in the 
Bundesliga last season, Mueller has continued his 
sparkling form by scoring five goals and creating 
four more so far in 2020/21. 

The 31-year-old netted twice in a 4-1 win at 
Arminia Bielefeld last Saturday when Robert 
Lewandowski also grabbed two goals for Bayern. His 
latest eye-catching club performance has prompted 
fresh hopes of a Germany recall for Mueller, who was 
dropped by Joachim Loew from the national set-up in 
2019 alongside Jerome Boateng and Mats Hummels. 
Now Bastian Schweinsteiger has joined fellow former 
Bayern and Germany players Didi Hamann and Lothar 
Matthaeus in calling for Mueller to be reinstated.  

“If I was national coach, Mueller as well as 
Boateng would be in the national side,” 
Schweinsteiger, 36, told Monday’s edition of 
German magazine Kicker. Schweinsteiger helped 
win the 2014 World Cup in Brazil alongside Mueller, 
who knows he still has plenty to offer Germany 
after 100 internationals and 38 goals for ‘die 
Mannschaft’. “Everyone can see that I am in good 
form. Let’s just see what happens,” Mueller told 
broadcaster ZDF on Saturday, yet Loew has so far 

showed no signs of reversing his decision.  
Last month, Mueller became the most successful 

German footballer of all time - surpassing 
Schweinsteiger’s record of 26 titles - when Bayern 
won the German Super Cup as he lifted a trophy for 
the 27th time in his career. After an early season 
plagued by tired legs and defensive wobbles, Bayern 
will need Mueller’s creativity against an Atletico side 
who have conceded just one goal in four games so far 
this season. Bayern, who won their first ever European 
Cup against Atletico back in 1974, will begin their 
Champions League defense behind closed doors.  

 
Kimmich return 

The Bavarians have a perfect record at home 
against Diego Simeone’s side, having twice beaten 
them in Munich in 2016. Yet Atletico knocked Bayern 
out of the semi-finals in 2015/16 and the German 
side remain wary of their Spanish opponents.  
Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer warned that Atletico are 
a “strong team” who were “uncomfortable” to play 
against. “The good thing is that the game is on 
Wednesday, so we have an extra day to prepare,” 
said the Bayern captain. After having less than a 
month between last season’s Champions League 
final and the first Bundesliga weekend, Bayern’s 
relentless schedule has continued apace.   

Wednesday’s game will be their third in six days, 
while further Champions League fixtures against 
Salzburg and Lokomotiv Moscow mean Bayern have 
midweek and weekend games in each of the next 
three weeks. The physical strain and the need to 
rotate has led to a few early-season hiccups. Bayern 
suffered a shock 4-1 defeat to Hoffenheim last 
month, and needed a late Robert Lewandowski 
penalty to seak a 4-3 win over Hertha Berlin before 
the international break.  — AFP  

Bayern Munich’s German forward Thomas Mueller  

Italian Serie A standings

AC Milan                     4            4            0           0             9                1             12 
Sassuolo                      4            3            1            0             13               6             10 
Atalanta                      4            3            0           1              14               9             9 
Napoli                         4            3            0           1              12               4             8 
Juventus                      4            2            2            0             9                3             8 
Inter Milan                  4            2            1            1              11               8             7 
Hellas Verona              4            2            1            1              4                1             7 
Roma                           4            2            1            1              8                7             7 
Sampdoria                  4            2            0           2             7                7             6 
Benevento                   4            2            0           2             8                12           6 
Genoa                         3            1             1            1              4                7             4 
Fiorentina                   4            1             1            2             7                8             4 
Cagliari                       4            1             1            2             6                10           4 
Spezia                         4            1             1            2             5                9             4 
Lazio                           4            1             1            2             4                8             4 
Bologna                       4            1             0           3             7                8             3 
Udinese                       4            1             0           3             3                6             3 
Parma                          4            1             0           3             4                9             3 
Crotone                       4            0            1            3             3                11            1 
Torino                         3            0            0           3             4                8             0 
Note: Napoli handed 3-0 defeat and deducted one-point for no-show against Juventus on 
October 4 

Italian Serie A table after Monday’s match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Tokyo Olympics on red 
alert for cyberattacks  

 
TOKYO: Tokyo Olympics organizers said they were 
on constant alert for cyberattacks yesterday but had 
yet to suffer “significant impact” after Britain accused 
Russia of targeting the Games. Britain’s foreign min-
istry said Russian spies attacked the 2020 Games’ 
organizers, logistics services and sponsors before the 
event was postponed by one year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

Tokyo 2020 officials said they had taken a range 
of countermeasures against digital attacks but did 
not disclose details, citing security concerns. “While 
we have constantly monitored various types of 
cyberattack on the digital platforms owned by Tokyo 
2020, no significant impact has been observed in our 
operations,” an organizing committee statement said. 

Britain’s allegations came as six Russian military 
intelligence officers were charged in the United 
States with carrying out cyberattacks on Ukraine’s 
power grid, the 2017 French elections and the 2018 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games. British daily 
The Guardian said alleged digital reconnaissance 
work on Tokyo 2020 had included spearphishing - 
messages disguised to appear as if from a trusted 
friend or business connection, but which contain 
malware. The planned attack also included setting up 
fake websites and researching individuals’ account 
security, the newspaper said. 

Japan’s Olympic Minister Seiko Hashimoto 
declined to directly address the report on Tuesday, 
but said that “since the London Games, cyberat-
tacks have been increasing”. The US justice 
department said the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics in South Korea were targeted after 
Russian athletes were banned from participating 
under their own flag because of government-spon-
sored doping efforts. — AFP   

Genoa hold Verona 0-0 despite 
being depleted by COVID 


