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Action movie star Jean-Claude Van
Damme has come to the rescue
of a three-month-old chihuahua,

saving her from euthanasia on Monday
after a legal tussle between Norway and
Bulgaria. The dog named Raya was sold

to new owners in Norway in September
but officials there would not register her
because she had travelled on a fake
Bulgarian passport. Norway tried to
repatriate the animal but Bulgaria
refused to take her back because of

European Union rules about transport
of live animals, leaving the dog facing
euthanasia-until the Belgian film legend
got involved.

Van Damme launched an emotive
campaign on social media, posting self-
ies of him hugging his chihuahua, which
eventually persuaded the Bulgarian
Food Safety Authority to accept the dog
back. “I beg, please, for my birthday, the
Food Safety Authority, change your
decision,” Van Damme wrote over the
weekend, launching a petition to save
the dog. “They made a mistake, the peo-
ple who didn’t do the paper correctly...
But they cannot kill that little chi-
huahua.” The food safety authority says
Raya will have medical checks when she
gets back to Bulgaria and will be put up
for adoption.

Yavor Gechev from the Four Paws
animal rights organization told AFP on
Monday that Bulgaria should be con-
gratulated for showing flexibility but
called for stricter control on illegal
breeders and animal traffickers. “The
export of pets from eastern to western
and northern Europe is a lucrative busi-
ness,” he said.  The dog’s fake passport
meant she would have been put down
on October 20 under Norway’s legisla-
tion, said Gechev. The misadventures of
Raya resemble the story of Penka the
cow, who also faced a death sentence
after wandering over Bulgaria’s border
with Serbia in May 2018.  Penka was
saved thanks to an international cam-
paign in her defense joined by former
Beatle Paul McCartney. —AFP

Hollywood legend Jeff Bridges 
diagnosed with lymphoma

US film star Jeff Bridges announced Monday that
he has been diagnosed with lymphoma, a form
of cancer that starts in the body’s infection-

fighting cells called lymphocytes. Bridges, 70, who is
best known for his role as a tipsy slacker in the Coen
brothers’ cult classic “The Big Lebowski,” did not give
much detail about his condition. “As the Dude would
say.. New S**T has come to light. I have been diag-
nosed with Lymphoma. Although it is a serious dis-
ease, I feel fortunate that I have a great team of doc-
tors and the prognosis is good. I’m starting treatment
and will keep you posted on my recovery,” he said on
social media.

Bridges has been nominated seven times for an Oscar,
including for one of his early roles in the black-and-
white movie “The Last Picture Show,” finally winning for
his performance of an aging country singer in 2009’s
“Crazy Heart. He also starred in “Thunderbolt and
Lightfoot” next to Clint Eastwood, and “The Fabulous
Baker Boys,” in which he played a jazz musician along-
side his brother Beau. He played a cold-blooded killer
opposite Glenn Close in “Jagged Edge.”   He appeared in
Marvel’s “Iron Man” series and starred in a remake of
the John Wayne classic “True Grit.” In a follow-up tweet,
Bridges thanked well-wishers for their messages of sup-
port, adding, “And, while I have you, please remember to
go vote. Because we are in this together.” —AFP

Disney adds new 
racism disclaimers 
to older streaming titles

Disney has added extended disclaimers to clas-
sics including “Peter Pan” and “Aristocats” on
its streaming platform to warn viewers that the

films contain derogatory stereotypes about minorities.
Disney+ subscribers will be shown a text disclaimer
before watching Peter Pan don a “redskin” headdress
in the 1953 cartoon fantasy, or listening to a slant-eyed

and buck-toothed “East Asian” cat singing in the 1970
animated feline movie. While previous disclaimers on
the streaming platform already acknowledged “outdat-
ed cultural depictions,” the new warning says certain
Disney film stereotypes “were wrong then and are
wrong now.” “This program includes negative depic-
tions and/or mistreatment of people or cultures,” reads
the message, which cannot be skipped.

It adds: “Rather than remove this content, we want
to acknowledge its harmful impact, learn from it and
spark conversation to create a more inclusive future
together.” “Swiss Family Robinson” and “Dumbo”-
which contains a “Jim Crow” homage to racist minstrel
troops-are also among the films that will carry the new
disclaimers, created after consulting with groups
including the African American Film Critics

Association. It is Disney’s latest measure to address
bigoted tropes after growing criticism over the contin-
ued availability of some of its more controversial
decades-old products. In June, the company said
“Splash Mountain” rides at its theme parks will be
rebranded with a film featuring the company’s first
black princess.

The popular attractions at Disneyland and Disney
World are based on the controversial 1946 film “Song
of the South”-a movie long accused of peddling racist
tropes about the post-Civil War South. They will soon
instead tell the story of 2009’s “The Princess and the
Frog,” which starred an African-American Princess
Tiana. The film “Song of the South” was entirely
excluded from Disney+. The theme park attraction had
been the subject of anti-racism online petitions. —AFP

Peering into the lake, the village elder struggled to
pinpoint where beneath the hyacinth and mesquite
weeds lay the farm he lived in his entire life until

the water rose like never before and swallowed every-
thing. A clump of sodden straw marked the spot: the tip
of his thatch hut jutting from the murky depths, all that
remained of his homestead after Kenya’s Lake Baringo
swelled to record highs this year, submerging villages,
schools, health clinics and holiday resorts. “In my 60
years, I have never seen or experienced anything like
this,” said Richard Lichan Lekuterer, his gaze level with
the tops of once-towering acacia trees poking above the
water, the landscape altered beyond recognition.

Baringo and the other great lakes of Kenya’s Rift
Valley have risen to levels not seen in at least half a cen-
tury, some by several meters or more this year alone, fol-
lowing months of extreme rainfall scientists have linked
to a changing climate. These tremendous bodies of water
have ebbed and flowed through the ages, supporting life
along the banks, but records show this latest surge is
unlike any witnessed in recent memory. “It was like the
speed of the wind,” said Lekuterer, who relocated deep
inland when the water shot up in March and is preparing
to move again as the tide inches nearer.

The phenomenon is causing immense flooding along
a chain of fresh and saltwater lakes stretching 500 kilo-
meters (310 miles) along an ancient fault from the deserts
of Turkana in Kenya’s north, to the fertile shores of
Naivasha to the south. Tens of thousands of people have
been driven to higher ground and homes, grazing land
and businesses abandoned as the lakes have unrelenting-
ly pushed outward.

‘Phenomenal’ 
The crisis shows no sign of easing, with seasonal rains

forecast this month threatening further inundation. “It
has never been this bad before,” said Murray Roberts,
who has lived on Baringo nearly 70 years, where he
restores degraded land with his partner Dr Elizabeth
Meyerhoff through their Rehabilitation of Arid
Environments Trust. Baringo has swollen about 70

square kilometers (27 square miles) since 2011 but rose
sharply earlier this year, flooding their offices and a near-
by dispensary.

Roberts’ childhood home, and a family holiday busi-
ness, disappeared beneath the surface. Like Baringo, the
surge at Lake Naivasha, some 200 kilometers south,
began slowly about a decade ago, evoking little concern
as the basin refilled after a long dry spell. But it kept ris-
ing and in April suddenly accelerated, soon eclipsing the
last historic high measured in the 1960s. The lake is now
tracking closer to an extreme peak recorded in the early
20th century. A monitoring station run by the Water
Resources Authority (WRA), a government agency, indi-
cates the lake rose 2.7 meters (8.9 feet) between April
and June, pushing water half a kilometer inland. “It’s been
phenomenal,” said Guy Erskine, as hippos wallowed in
his submerged hotel at Sanctuary Farm, a conservancy
on Lake Naivasha his family has owned since 1978.

‘Things have changed’ 
Government scientists are exploring possible caus-

es for the drastic upwelling, including whether silt
flushing downstream from deforestation in the highland
catchments could be reducing the lakes’ storage

capacity. Research into other theories, such as the
influence of seismic activity and increased seepage
from underground aquifers, is less conclusive. It fol-
lows one of the wettest periods in East Africa in recent
times. Above-average temperatures in the Indian
Ocean have spurred consecutive years of extreme and
erratic rainfall, delivering frequent unseasonal down-
pours over the escarpments and rivers that feed the
lakes. “Things have changed... The effect is more pro-
nounced than 50 years ago,” says Mohamed Shurie, a
geologist and CEO of the WRA.

Twin tragedies  
The massive inflow is also upsetting a delicate eco-

logical balance in a biodiverse region famous for
attracting masses of pink flamingos. The government is
particularly concerned about the repercussions should
saltwater from an ever-expanding Lake Bogoria, a
flamingo refuge and wetland of international impor-
tance, merge with the freshwaters from Baringo 20 kilo-
meters to the north. Two other critical habitats frequent-
ed by the migratory birds, Lake Elementaita and Lake
Nakuru, are also brimming, the latter at a 50-year high.

The imposing entrance gate to Lake Nakuru

National Park, one of Kenya’s premier safari destina-
tions, barely pokes above the water, which has pushed
one kilometer beyond the perimeter fence, flooding
nearby villages. On an island in Baringo, a number of
Rothschild’s giraffe await relocation to the mainland,
their habitat having shrunk from about 100 acres to less
than 10. The Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) and
Northern Rangelands Trust have already rescued
warthogs, impala and ostrich.

KWS Baringo warden, Jackson Komen, said conflict
between humans and animals was rising, with hippos
marching into vegetable patches and several ostriches
turning up dead. “Our fear is, when there’s not enough
food in the homestead, people might turn to the vulner-
able animals,” Komen said. In Naivasha, a tourist
hotspot popular with weekenders from Nairobi, the tim-
ing is especially cruel. Staff at hotels and restaurants laid
off during the coronavirus pandemic now find them-
selves without workplaces to return to as travel restric-
tions ease-and with their own homes knee-deep in
water. “Naivasha residents have experienced two
tragedies,” said Enock Kiminta from the Lake Naivasha
Water Resources Users Association. —AFP
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Regina King’s “One Night in Miami”
delves into the immense pressures on
black icons Muhammad Ali, Malcolm

X, Sam Cooke and Jim Brown at the height
of the 1960s civil rights struggle-tensions
that are just as rife today, its director said.
The movie, dramatizing a real-life motel-
room meeting between the four towering
African-Americans, had a drive-in screen-
ing outside Los Angeles Monday as part of
the American Film Institute’s AFI Fest.
Introducing the film via video in a year that
has seen vast protests over black deaths
from police violence, and just two weeks
before the US election, “Watchmen” star
King said she hoped her first feature film
“will inspire your own conversations off-
screen.”

“Many of the things that are being dis-
cussed in this film are just as relevant today
as they were 60 years ago,” said King,
tipped by some to become the first black
woman nominated for best director at next
year’s Oscars. The movie pivots on a heated
debate between rights leader Malcolm X
and soul singer Cooke over the hostility
toward, and obligations placed on, success-
ful black men. “There is no more room for
anyone... to be standing on the fence any-
more,” shouts Malcolm X. “Our people are
literally dying in the streets every day. Black
people are dying every day. And a line has
got to be drawn in the sand.”

Production on the movie was briefly
halted due to the coronavirus pandemic-
which also forced most of AFI Fest online-
but its stars rushed to finish the final scenes
in the wake of protests over the police
killing of George Floyd. Aldis Hodge, who
plays NFL great Brown, said it was a per-
fect time for the movie to be released “given

the year we’ve had.” The film is set hours
after Ali’s first heavyweight boxing title win,
over Sonny Liston in 1964. Less than a year
later, both Malcolm X and Cooke would be
dead. Leslie Odom Jr, an original cast mem-
ber from Broadway smash hit “Hamilton”
who plays Cooke, told the audience he nev-
er researched the singer’s killing because he
“wanted to present a guy that was full of
life.” “That’s the heartbreak-he had so much
to do still,” he said. Kingsley Ben-Adir said
he subsisted on a diet of sushi and ciga-
rettes to slim down into a “vulnerable and
broken” Malcolm X. The British “Peaky
Blinders” actor is expected to contend in
the lead actor awards categories for the film
early next year. The film hits select movie
theaters on Christmas Day before launching
on Amazon Prime on January 15. —AFP
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An aerial view shows settlements in the Salabani village where the rising
water levels of Lake Baringo have now flooded displacing entire villages
near Marigat, Baringo county on the Kenyan Rift Valley.

Classroom blocks stand at the Salabani primary school inundated com-
pound by the rising waters of Lake Baringo.

A bed stands in flood water in the middle of an inundated compound at the
Salabani village.

—AFP photos

A family at the Salabani village that was forced from
their homestead by the rising water levels in Lake
Baringo are photographed at their refuge.Rothschild subspecies of Giraffe browse on ol-Kokwe Island on Lake Baringo .


