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Rabbi Yaakov Eisenstein (center) supervises the preparation of food Elli’s
Kosher Kitchen, in Dubai.—AFP photos

Aspectacular auction of nearly 600 items from
the dazzling life and singular career of the leg-
endary American film producer and studio

executive, Robert Evans, who produced some of
American cinema’s finest achievements and champi-
oned a new generation of commercial and artistic
filmmaking from the likes of Francis Ford Coppola,
Sidney Lumet, Roman Polanski, John Schlesinger and
more in Hollywood. The Hollywood titan’s fine/deco-
rative art, classic car, household items, film scripts,
memorabilia and awards from Evans’ most iconic film
productions, Chinatown, The Godfather, The
Godfather II, Love Story, Rosemary’s Baby, Serpico,
True Grit, and more will be offered. 

Highlights include: his Hollywood Walk of Fame
Plaque; his 1974 Golden Globe for Chinatown which
won for “Best Motion Picture/Drama;” Evans’ early
draft annotated script of The Godfather that includes
some interesting notes on casting with changed and
deleted scenes; Evans’ third draft Chinatown script
signed by the Academy Award winning film’s screen-
play writer Robert Towne; a telegram containing a
heated exchange between Evans and director Francis
Ford Coppola concerning The Godfather; Evans’
brass “name” that hung on his Paramount Studios’
office door; a group of never before seen black and
white photographic contact sheets of behind-the-
scenes images on the set of Chinatown depicting the
cast including Jack Nicholson, Faye Dunaway, John
Huston and director Roman Polanski; Evan’s three
large Rolodexes from the 1980s-1990s containing
dozens of the producer’s Hollywood friends and busi-

ness contacts including Wes Anderson, Army Archerd,
Warren Beatty, Candice Bergen, Jacqueline Bissett,
Peter Bogdanovich, Faye Dunaway Mia Farrow, Jack
Nicholson, Mario Puzo, Rob Reiner, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Liz Smith, Aaron Spelling and
Elizabeth Taylor to name just a few; Evans’ signature
wardrobe of cashmere sweaters, silk ties, vests, bolo
ties and Oliver Peoples tinted eyeglasses; his fine art
collection including works by Bernard Buffet, Helmut
Newton and Pierre-Paul Prud’hon; as well as his 1995
Jaguar XJS 2+2 convertible, furniture and d?àcor
from his Beverly Hills Mansion and more.

Julien’s Auctions is the world-record breaking
auction house. Collaborating with the famous and the
exclusive, Julien’s Auctions produces high profile
auctions in the film, music, sports and art markets.
Julien’s Auctions has received international recogni-
tion for its unique and innovative auction events,
which attract thousands of collectors, investors, fans
and enthusiasts from around the world. Julien’s
Auctions specializes in sales of iconic artifacts and
notable collections including Marilyn Monroe, John
Lennon, Ringo Starr, Lady Gaga, Banksy, Cher,
Michael Jackson, U2, Barbra Streisand, Les Paul, Neil
Young, Elvis Presley, Frank Sinatra, Jimi Hendrix,
Hugh Hefner and many more. In 2016, Julien’s
Auctions received its second placement in the
Guinness Book of World Records for the sale of the
world’s most expensive dress ever sold at auction,
The Marilyn Monroe “Happy Birthday Mr. President”
dress which sold for $4.8 million. Julien’s Auctions
achieved placement in the Guinness Book of World

Records in 2009 for the sale of Michael Jackson’s
white glove, which sold for $480,000 MAKING IT
the most expensive glove ever sold at auction. In
2020, Julien’s Auctions received its third Guinness
Book of World Record placement for the sale of Kurt
Cobain’s “MTV Unplugged” 1959 Martin D-18E
acoustic-electric guitar, which sold for $6 million
MAKING IT the world’s most expensive guitar ever
sold at auction. Based in Los Angeles, Julien’s
Auctions has a global presence bringing their auc-
tions and exhibitions to targeted destinations world-
wide including London, New York, Las Vegas, Japan
and China. Live auctions are presented for bidders
on-site and online via live streaming video and mobile
technology. —www.broadwayworld.com

At the plush Armani hotel in the
shadow of the Burj Khalifa, the
world’s tallest tower, a rabbi

switches on the stoves at what is
billed as Dubai’s first kosher restau-
rant. With the ink still fresh on the
United Arab Emirates’ landmark nor-
malization accord with Israel, restau-
rants and caterers are rushing to pre-
pare for what they hope will be a
flood of Jewish visitors arriving on
new direct flights.

The city-state welcomed more than
16 million visitors in 2019 and expect-
ed to reach a record 20 million this
year, although that was before the
coronavirus hit. It reopened its doors
to tourists again in July after a painful
four-month shutdown, but business is
slow. Under the normalization deal, the
Emirates and Israel will establish air
links-likely to begin in January-and a
visa regime that will allow residents to
travel for business and pleasure. But
before then, businesses hoping to cash
in on the new market must overcome
challenges including building kosher
kitchens, training staff and sourcing
appropriate foodstuffs.

“We have been training our staff for
months,” said Fabien Fayolle, the chef
at the upscale 40-seat Armani/Kaf,
one of a cluster of restaurants in the
luxury hotel. “In this kitchen we teach
them what they can use and what they
can’t do.” “The idea for us to open this
restaurant is to be able to provide a
five-star experience to Jewish people
or anyone who wants to try kosher
food. It didn’t make any sense to make
‘home cooked’ food. We wanted to
give more of an experience,” he told
AFP. Until local suppliers begin servic-
ing the new market in the UAE though,

“our main challenge will be obtaining
the ingredients,” he said of the lavishly
priced international menu which
includes items adapted to make them
compatible with kosher rules.

Hi-tech kosher 
As well as requiring a Jewish person

to switch on the cooking stoves and
supervise a restaurant kitchen, the
rules governing kosher food prohibit
consumption of meat from certain ani-
mals and sea creatures, as well as the
mixing of meat and dairy products.
Much like halal rules for Muslims, ani-
mals must be slaughtered in a pre-
scribed way. Rabbi Levi Duchman, who
certified the Armani/Kaf, said he has
received requests from “dozens of
restaurants in the Emirates that want

to offer kosher dishes”.
At the Dubai restaurant, the stoves

can be turned on by a rabbi remotely
using a mobile application, and the
cooking monitored by cameras.
Duchman said the halal tradition,
which governs the Muslim diet and
shares rules with the kosher approach,
including a ban on eating pork, made
it “easier to explain the rules of kosher
in the Emirates”.

Long way to go 
Elli Kriel is the pioneer of kosher

cuisine in the Emirates, after moving
to Dubai eight years ago from South
Africa and realizing she needed to
find kosher products for her home
kitchen. She has been running Elli’s
Kosher Kitchen for the past two

years, born out of the need for Jewish
travellers to remain observant while in
the UAE. Her business got underway
in November 2018 when she was
asked to provide meals for rabbis
attending an interfaith meeting in the
capital Abu Dhabi. “From there, word
spread and I started getting more and
more requests,” she said.

“The challenge of running a kosher
kitchen in the UAE is that.. there is
high demand” following the normaliza-
tion agreement. “But the industry is not
really set up for that-it is really hard to
get a lot of products, especially the
meats and the cheeses,” she said.
However, import channels are now
being established, Kriel added. “And in
terms of actually opening a kitchen,
you can open one but then you need to
have a rabbi with you and there aren’t
many here, so we had to bring one in
for this specific task,” she said of the
rabbi who supervises her kitchen full-
time. While the speed of the rap-
prochement between the two countries
caught everyone by surprise, entrepre-
neurs have been quick to start filling
the space.

Just two days after the signing of
the accord in Washington, Dubai-
based Emirates Airlines unveiled plans
to produce kosher meals in collabora-
tion with a company owned by Ross
Kriel-Elli’s husband who is one of the
leaders of the Jewish community in the
UAE. The Middle East’s largest airline
previously used suppliers in Thailand
for kosher meals on its international
flights. From the new year it will pro-
duce them at a dedicated facility in
the UAE, expected to be operating in
time for the inauguration of direct
flights. —AFP

Canadian town of Asbestos 
breathes easy with new name

The Canadian town Asbestos has voted to
rename itself “Val-des-Sources”, the mayor
announced Monday, in a hope to shed its

association with the deadly mineral. Asbestos, a
town 62 miles (100 kilometers) from Montreal
with a population of 6,700, is historically
entwined with the nearby Jeffrey asbestos mine,
which was active until 2012 and was the back-
bone of the local economy. But the town decided
to change its name mostly for economic reasons,
after years of losing the PR war ever since
asbestos-fibrous crystal mineral often used as
building insulation-was declared cancer-causing
by the WHO in the 1980s. 

“The word ‘asbestos’ unfortunately does not
have a good connotation, particularly in English-
speaking circles. It is an obstacle to the city’s
willingness to develop outside economic rela-
tions,” the town said in November 2019 following
the decision to rename itself. The new name was
unveiled at a special municipal council meeting
that was streamed live on the town Facebook
page. “Not only will our town change its name,
but we did it in a unique way,” said mayor
Hugues Grimard. Last week, Asbestrians aged 14
and up were asked to vote by ranking names in
order of preference among six choices: Val-des-
Sources, Azur-des-Cantons, Jeffrey-sur-le-Lac,
Larochelle, Phenix and Trois-Lacs. The possible
names were proposed by the residents and had
to meet several criteria, such as the name had to
be in French and had to illustrate “the history of
the city, but without the direct asbestos conno-
tation.” Asbestrians will officially become
Valsourcians in December, once their choice has
been ratified by the appropriate authorities, the
mayor said. —AFP

Dubai gets ready to go kosher after Israel peace deal

Rabbi Yaakov Eisenstein (right) supervises the preparation of food Elli’s
Kosher Kitchen, in Dubai.

Fabien Fayolle (left), the chef at the Armani/Kaf, Dubai’s first kosher
restaurant, is pictured at his kitchen.

A color photograph of Robert Evans (right) and Jack Nicholson is dis-
played during an auction preview of “Property from the Estate of Robert
Evans” at Julien’s Auctions in Beverly Hills, California. —AFP photos

Robert Evans’s Hollywood Walk of Fame Star which he received in May
2003 (est. $3,000-$5,000) is displayed during an auction preview of
“Property from the Estate of Robert Evans” .

Robert Evans’s 1974 Golden Globe Award from the movie “Chinatown”
(est. $3,000-$5,000).

Rabbi Yaakov Eisenstein (right) supervises the preparation of food Elli’s Kosher
Kitchen, in Dubai.

Julien’s Auctions announces property
from the estate of Robert Evans

The cover sheet of Robert Evans’s 1970 Early Draft
annotated scr ipt  f rom “The Godfather” (est .
$6,000-$8,000).

Robert Evans’s name for his Paramount Studios office
door is displayed during an auction preview of “Property
from the Estate of Robert Evans”.

An unfriendly telegram exchange (est. $400-$600)
between Robert Evans and Francis Ford Coppola regard-
ing “The Godfather” is displayed.


