
KUWAIT/VIENNA: Kuwaiti Minister of Oil Dr
Khaled Al-Fadhel said Monday the OPEC-non-
OPEC partners committed themselves by 102 per-
cent to the agreement on production cut last month.
“This percentage, the highest since the agreement
took force in last May, contributed to gradual
reduction of the glut in oil inventory,” he said in a
press release after leading Kuwait delegation to the
23rd Meeting of the Joint Ministerial Monitoring
Committee (JMMC). The meeting was held online
under the Chairmanship of Saudi Minister of Energy
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman and the Co-Chair
Alexander Novak, the Russian energy minister.

Dr Fadhel, also minister of electricity and water,
noted that recent data showed “unprecedented
commitment” by the majority of partners thanks to
the relentless efforts of the JMMC. “The meeting
reviewed the data and reports on oil inventories
which signal that the stocks took a downward slant,”
he pointed out. “The State of Kuwait has played an
important role as an active member of the JMMC in
the activities of the committee since its inception in
2017,” he stressed. Dr Fadhel called on the OPEC-
non-OPEC producing countries to scale up efforts
to reach even higher level of commitment to the deal
on output cut which turned to be inevitable in the
coming months due to the negative impacts of the
outbreak of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) on
economic and trade activities worldwide. “Strict and
continued commitment to the deal could help
restore balance between supply and demand in the
world oil market as early as possible,” he added.

The participants in the JMMC meeting paid trib-
ute to His Highness the late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his support
to the OPEC decisions since its foundation in
September 1960. Prince Abdulaziz and OPEC
Secretary-General Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo

expressed sincere condolences to the government
and people of Kuwait over the passing of His
Highness Sheikh Sabah, recalling their personal rela-
tions with His Highness the late Amir. 

The late Amir was highly praised for his excellent
leadership and astute diplomacy, both nationally and
around the world, the JMMC said in a statement. He
was hailed as a loyal defender of OPEC and was
considered, among those who knew him, as a man of
great dignity, generosity and kindness, the statement
added. The Committee reviewed the monthly report
prepared by its Joint Technical Committee (JTC) and
developments in the global oil market since its last
meeting on September 17, 2020. The Committee also
considered market prospects for 2021.

The Committee emphasized the ongoing positive
contributions of the Declaration of Cooperation
(DoC) in supporting a rebalancing of the global oil
market in line with the historic decisions taken at the
10th (Extraordinary) OPEC and non-OPEC
Ministerial Meeting on April 12, 2020 to adjust
downwards overall crude oil production, and the
unanimous decisions taken at the 179th Meeting of
the OPEC Conference and the 11th OPEC and non-
OPEC Ministerial Meeting on June 6, 2020. The
Committee reaffirmed the commitments of all partic-
ipating countries to achieve full conformity and
make up for any shortfalls under compensation plans
presented to the Committee for an extended period
through December 2020. In this manner, all partici-
pating countries were encouraged to increase their
efforts to compensate for overproduced volumes in
order to achieve the objective of market rebalancing
and avoid undue delay in the process.

The Committee reviewed the crude oil produc-
tion data for the month of September 2020 and wel-
comed the positive performance in the overall con-
formity level for participating OPEC and non-OPEC

Countries, at 102 per-
cent, which is considered
the highest since May
2020 (excluding the vol-
untary adjustments in
June 2020 by Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and the
UAE). Moreover, coun-
tries compensated in
September 2020 a total
of 249 tb/d to make up
for previously overpro-
duced volumes. The
Committee applauded
those DoC members
who provided additional voluntary contributions in
the month of September 2020, including compensa-
tion volumes. It has reiterated its call for those coun-
tries that are still underperforming to swiftly imple-
ment their commitments, including their compensa-
tion plan.

The JMMC underlined that underperformance is
not only unfair to other performing countries, but it
is also detrimental to oil market rebalancing. The
Committee observed that the economic recovery
has slowed due to the resurgence of COVID-19 cas-
es in major economies, particularly in the Americas,
Asia and Europe. The Committee reminded all par-
ticipating countries of the necessity to be vigilant
and proactive given the precarious market condi-
tions and prospects. The Committee thanked the
JTC and the OPEC Secretariat for their contribu-
tions to the meeting. The next meetings of the JTC
and the JMMC are scheduled for November 16 and
November 17, 2020, respectively. The OPEC+
includes 13 members of the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and 10 non-
OPEC countries. — KUNA
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News in brief

99.5 percent use smartphones

KUWAIT: A study prepared by the Communication
and Information Technology Regulatory Authority
(CITRA) revealed that 97.7 percent of individuals in
Kuwait use the Internet daily, adding that 99.5 per-
cent of families have at least one smartphone. The
study, published by Al-Rai Arabic daily yesterday,
showed that 20 percent of children in Kuwait
younger than 10 years old have a smartphone, while
95.1 percent access social media. It said 84 percent
of families own a laptop.  The study showed families
spend less than KD 100 on IT and communication
devices, while 12 percent spend more than that. It
said that 88.1 percent of families communicate
through the Internet using routers from local
telecommunication companies, while 70.2 percent
make online calls. Online shopping came fourth in
Internet activities- at 58 percent. The study said 53
percent of families have landlines, while 53.8 percent
have both landlines and mobile phones.

Expired food

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition coordinated with interior ministry detectives
to raid a Farwaniya warehouse containing expired
foods, where the owner changed the expiry dates. The
Municipality provided trucks and workers to move the
food items for destruction. A case was filed and will be
sent to the public prosecution. Meanwhile, an
Environment Public Authority team carried out
inspection campaigns in Hawally and checked the way
oils are disposed and material used in garages are
stored. Violations were cited in some garages. 

Oil price drops

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti oil prices dropped eight cents
during Monday’s transactions to close the day at
$41.46 per barrel (pb) compared with $41.54 pb
last Friday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)
said yesterday. Brent futures also lost 31 cents to
$42.62 pb and the West Texas Intermediate shed
five cents to $40.83 pb.

Kuwaiti Minister of Oil
Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel

Compliance with OPEC+ deal
hit 102%: Kuwait’s Oil Minister

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Bangladesh to Kuwait Md Ashikuzzaman vis-
ited Kuwait Times recently and discussed matters of mutual concern with
Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Interior Minister meets  Qatari Ambassador

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Anas Al-Saleh discussed
on Monday with Qatar’s Ambassador to
Kuwait Bander bin Mohammad Al-Attiya
issues of common concern. In a statement, the
Interior ministry said the Qatari Ambassador

also delivered a hand written letter from
Qatari Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Khaled bin Khalifa Al Thani. The state-
ment noted that the two sides also delved into
other topics, bilateral relations, and issues to
bolster relations. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Anas Al-Saleh reads a letter from Qatari
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled bin Khalifa Al Thani, while meeting with
Qatar’s Ambassador to Kuwait Bander bin Mohammad Al-Attiya. — KUNA

CAN warns of
obesity, calls
for healthy diet
KUWAIT: Cancer Awareness Nation (CAN)
campaign stressed yesterday the necessity of fol-
lowing a healthy diet, as Kuwait among the top
countries in obesity compared to the rest of the
world. Nutrition specialist and observer of com-
munity nutr i t ion promotion at  the Publ ic
Authority for Food and Nutrit ion Wajd Al-
Othman, during a virtual seminar marking Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, affirmed the family’s
responsibility to follow a healthy diet, CAN said
in a statement. 

International reports revealed that Kuwait had
the highest rates of obesity among children and
adults, as half of the girls between the ages of 5-

15 are obese, and that the level of obesity is high-
er among women 50 years old and above, she
said. It is a dangerous wake-up call, she said, as
the scientific studies by the American Society of
Clinical Oncology have proven the link between
obesity and the high incidence of breast cancer
in women. 

Othman warned of the danger of processed
and cold meats, fatty food and high calories fried
food, and pointing to the importance of eating
vegetables, legumes, fruits, eating white meat and
reducing red meat consumption in addition to
practicing sport. She praised what CAN had done
in adopting the anti-obesity program through free
subscription for citizens and residents of Kuwait,
and encouraged the public to join this free pro-
gram in order to avoid obesity and its risks. She
also praised the role of media in Kuwait, which
greatly contributed to the success of awareness
against cancer, as it had achieved an increase of
more than 30 percent during the past five years of
cured cancer cases in Kuwait. — KUNA

Two applications to
support e-learning
KUWAIT: Director-General of the Regional
Center for the development of educational
software Nader Marafie announced providing
two applications to support e-learning for the
Ministry of Education. In a statement yester-
day, Marafie said that the goal is to develop
the educational process in light of the reper-
cussions of the COVID-19 pandemic, as the
center has developed two new applications in
cooperation with the department of educa-

tional curricula and research. 
The first application contains recorded

educational lessons for religious education
schools, intellectual education schools and
sign language, available on Android and iOS,
he said. The second application is for the
kindergarten level, and also contains videos
and educational songs, letters and stories for
the first and second levels, available for iOS
and soon to be on the Android, Marafie added.
Marafie praised the role of the public educa-
tion department for their efforts to develop
the education process in Kuwait and the com-
pletion of more than 2,000 video episodes to
serve students and adopting e-learning in
light of this pandemic. — KUNA

Audit Bureau
participates in
GCC meeting
KUWAIT: President of State Audit Bureau (SAB)
Faisal Al-Shaya underlined yesterday the impor-
tance of combating corruption with the utmost
integrity and establishing an organization that
would limit the spread of corruption. This came
during the 17th meeting of accounting and audit-
ing organization departments in GCC. Shaya
pointed out that SAB is preparing to sign a coop-

eration protocol with Kuwait Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha) in order to reinforce the prin-
ciple of integrity and to protect the public money.
Corruption is considered the first source of wealth
wasting, and the first obstacle of countries pro-
gressing, he added. Shaya expressed his gratitude
to all GCC countries for their part taking in conso-
lation of the late Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He also congratulat-
ed His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on taking the helm of power. In
addition, he congratulated His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
on taking the oath of office. Shaya also congratu-
lated Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, on the accession of his
new post as Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council. — KUNA


