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Kuwait raises COVID-19 
alarm ahead of winter 

Public urged to ‘realize seriousness of the situation’
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet, during its weekly 
meeting at Seif Palace on Monday, reiterated the 
call for the public to take seriously the epidemic sit-
uation of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 
country in the run-up to winter. Minister of Health 
Sheikh Dr Basel Hmoud Al-Sabah briefed the meet-
ing, chaired by His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, on 
the latest developments of 
the second wave of the 
pandemic. Sheikh Dr Basel 
noted that over 40 million 
people contracted the ill-
ness and 1.116 million oth-
ers died of it around the 
globe, as of Monday. He 
also put the Cabinet mem-
bers in the picture about 
the health situation in 
Kuwait, including the latest 
statistics of infections, 
deaths, hospitalizations and recoveries, Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Interior and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Khaled Al-Saleh told 
reporters following the meeting. The Cabinet mem-
bers urged all citizens and expatriates in Kuwait to 
realize the seriousness of the situation as winter 
approaches and continue committing themselves to 
the public health precautions and preventive meas-
ures, notably social distancing, avoiding crowded 

areas, and putting on facemasks. 
The Cabinet approved the blueprint of a decree 

calling on eligible voters to cast their ballots in the 
16th National Assembly elections, due on Saturday, 
December 5, 2020. The decree was referred to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah for final endorsement. The meeting 
also discussed a suggestion from the public utility 

committee of the Public 
Authority for Industry 
(PAI) regarding jurisdic-
tion over the sewage sys-
tem in the industrial areas, 
Minister Anas Al-Saleh 
revealed. The Cabinet 
members decided to set 
up a committee, under the 
chairmanship of 
Environment Public 
Authority (EPA), to study 
the ecological hazards of 

industrial waste, sewage and rain drainage system. 
The committee, also consisting of PAI, and the min-
istries of finance and public works, has to work out 
radical solutions that could prevent infringements 
on environment in the industrial areas in keeping 
with Article 34 of the Environment Protection Act 
42 (2014). It has also to report the Cabinet on the 
progress of its work on a quarterly basis, Minister 
Anas Al-Saleh went on. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s 
weekly meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Cabinet reviewed a range of politi-
cal issues during its weekly meeting Monday relat-
ed to the situations in the Arab region and beyond. 
The Cabinet members condemned the recent decla-
ration by the Israeli authorities of plans to build 
nearly 5,000 housing units in Jewish settlements in 
the occupied Palestinian West Bank. They stressed 
that Israel’s persistence in settlement expansions 
represents a stark contravention of international 
legitimacy, notably the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2334, and risks undermining the 
efforts to reach a comprehensive and permanent 
peaceful solution to the Palestine question. The 
Cabinet members called on the international com-
munity to shoulder its responsibility for forcing 
Israel into halting such malpractices. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet members welcomed the 
success of the first stage of prisoner swap deal 
between the legitimate government of Yemen and 
the Houthi militia under the Stockholm Agreement. 

They appreciated the efforts made in this regard 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and the UN envoy for Yemen. They voiced 
hope that all prisoners held by both sides would be 
released as soon as possible in order to help cre-
ate suitable conditions for the resumption of inter-
Yemeni peace talks and end the conflict in the 
Arab country in keeping with the three points of 
reference; namely the GCC initiative and its execu-
tive mechanisms, the outcomes of the Yemeni 
national dialogue and the UN Security Council 
Resolution 2216. 

The Cabinet members also strongly denounced 
the recent terrorist attack in sisterly Iraq that claimed 
nine lives and ran counter to all religious, humanitari-
an and moral values. They renewed solidarity of the 
State of Kuwait with the Republic of Iraq in the fight 
against terrorism with a view to preserving the secu-
rity and stability of Iraq. They offered condolences 
for the families of the victims. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported four 
deaths and 886 infection cases due to COVID-19. 
The figures took the country’s death toll up to 714 
and the caseload to 117,718, health ministry data 
showed. According to ministry spokesman Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad, the number of people hospi-
talized with the virus stands at 7,806; 133 of 
whom in intensive care units. Dr Sanad added that 
7,935 swab tests were conducted in the past 24 
hours, with a total of 842,102 so far. Meanwhile, 
some 592 people recovered from the virus in the 
last 24 hours to raise the total to 109,198, the min-
istry said. Urging the public to be mindful of 
health precautions, Dr Sanad said following social 
distancing measures is of the most important 
means to curb the spread of the virus. — KUNA
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Israeli settlements undermine  
efforts to reach peace: Kuwait
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The Cabinet will issue executive decisions every 

year if necessary to implement the mechanisms and 
will provide the Assembly with annual reports on 
progress made. 

MPs had sought to force the government to 
gradually cut the numbers of expats over the next 
f ive years in a bid to achieve some balance 
between Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis. The mecha-
nisms will take into account the number of expats 

at the time of issuing the decisions and the national 
development plan and its requirement of expat 
workers, the law states. The plan will also issue 
guidelines governing the transfer of residence of 
expats, in addition to policies to replace expats 
with Kuwaiti employees.  

The Assembly rejected in the second reading a 
law stipulating to provide financial support to small 
and medium enterprises impacted by the coron-
avirus lockdowns. The rejection came even after the 
government agreed to slash the amount from KD 3 
billion to just KD 500 million and clearly specify 
that the aid will only go to small and medium 
investors and not others. The Assembly also reject-
ed a motion to discuss a draft law calling to change 
the electoral system by allowing voters to elect two 
candidates instead of one in the current law.

Assembly  
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 delivered essential supplies to one million 

refugees. UNRWA is targeted with a “politicized 
assault” intended to compromise its independence 
and tarnish its credibility, Munayyekh said, 
denouncing Israeli restrictions on UNRWA staff’s 

work and movement in the occupied territories.  
Kuwait will maintain its unwavering support for 

the agency, he pledged, noting Kuwait’s recent ear-
marking of $1.5 million for UNRWA. He called anew 
upon the international community to protect the 
Palestinian people amid recurring grave humanitari-
an violations. Munayyekh also urged for ending the 
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories in full 
and affirmed the necessity that the Palestinian peo-
ple attain their legitimate rights including their right 
to establish an independent state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. —  KUNA 
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 peace with the Palestinians. Wasel Abu Youssef, a 

member of the Executive Committee of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, said yesterday’s UAE visit came 
amid Israeli settlement expansion and was “shameful”, 
and “another stab in the back” of the Palestinian cause.  

“The bilateral agreements that were announced today 
and the delegations that come and go, all of that offers 
the occupation a strength to escalate its aggression and 
its crimes against the Palestinian people and increases its 
intransigence and arrogance,” he said in Ramallah, in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank. In Gaza, Hazem Qassem, a 
spokesman for the Islamist group Hamas, said: “Such a 
visit will only encourage the occupation to pursue the 
gradual annexation of West Bank lands.” 

The UAE became the third Arab state to establish ties 
with Israel, followed soon after by Bahrain. While Israel 
has peace deals with neighboring Egypt and Jordan, it 
requires citizens of both countries to obtain visas before 
entry. Shortly after greeting the UAE delegation at Ben 
Gurion airport near Tel Aviv, a mask-wearing Netanyahu 
vowed that visa-free travel will “offer a huge boost for 
business (and) tourism”. 

Israel and the UAE also signed accords on investment 
protection, science and technology, and a civil aviation 
deal authorizing 28 flights a week between the two 
countries. Israeli carrier Arkia later announced plans to 
run seven weekly flights from Tel Aviv to Dubai, begin-
ning in January. “Today, we are making history in a way 
that will stand for generations,” Netanyahu said at the 
opening of their one-day meeting. 

During the talks, the UAE formally requested permis-
sion to establish an embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement. The UAE and Bahrain have 
faced criticism from within the Arab and Muslim world 
over their decision to forge ties with Israel. The head of 
the Emirati delegation at the Tel Aviv meeting, minister of 
state for financial affairs Obaid Al-Tayer said his country 
was committed to being a “regional leader in terms of 

economic reform... international trade, political stability 
and peacemaking”. 

Tayer said the deals offered “great opportunities” to 
“achieve prosperity for both our economies, and our 
people”. Citing discussions on taxation and financial 
relations, he said there had already been significant 
progress between the two governments and added: “We 
look forward to welcoming you to the UAE in the near 
future.” 

In return for formal ties with the UAE, Israel agreed to 
freeze plans to annex Palestinian territory in the occu-
pied West Bank, although Netanyahu has said that 
annexation remains on the table. The rightwing premier 
has claimed that more Arab states want relations with 
Israel as regional priorities have shifted, with economic 
opportunities now valued above a resolution to the 
Palestinian conflict.  

Israel’s agreements with the UAE and Bahrain, known 
jointly as “The Abraham Accords”, were brokered by US 
President Donald Trump’s administration, seen by some 
experts as a move to secure a foreign policy achieve-
ment before the US presidential election on Nov 3. US 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, who travelled to Tel 
Aviv with the UAE delegation, said Israel’s deals with 
Gulf states “create a tremendous foundation for eco-
nomic growth”. 

During yesterday’s talks, Israel, the UAE and the US 
announced the launch of a $3-billion “Abraham Fund”, 
which aims to mobilize “private sector-led investment 
and development initiatives to promote regional eco-
nomic cooperation”, a US embassy statement said. . 
Another US official in attendance, International 
Development Finance Corporation head Adam Boehler, 
said he envisaged funding to enable the modernization of 
Israeli-operated checkpoints for Palestinians. 

Due to COVID-19, however, direct Israel-UAE flights, 
slated to begin in October, are to be postponed until 
January, Jerusalem’s deputy mayor Fleur Hassan-
Nahoum told AFP last week during a visit to Dubai. 
“When I speak to officials here and there, we’re looking 
at the first of January,” said Hassan-Nahoum, who is also 
co-founder of the UAE-Israel Business Council. The 
Israeli parliament ratified the UAE normalization deal last 
week. The Emirati and Bahraini governments ratified 
their agreements with Israel on Monday, state media 
reported.  — Agencies  
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 team found that the bottles released between 1.3 

and 16.2 million plastic microparticles per liter. They 
then used this data to model the potential global 
infant exposure to microplastics from bottle-feeding, 
based on national average rates of breast-feeding.   

They estimated that the average bottle-fed baby 
could be ingesting 1.6 million plastic microparticles 
every day during the first 12 months of their lives. 
The authors of the research, published in the 
Nature Food journal, said that sterilization and 
exposure to high water temperatures had the 
biggest effect on microplastic release, going from 

0.6 million particles per litre on average at 25C to 
55 million/litre at 95C. 

The authors told AFP that the aim of the research 
was “not to worry parents” about the potential 
health risks of bottle microplastics. “We have com-
municated, as strongly as we can, that we do not 
know the potential health risks of infant ingestions 
of microplastics,” said the team, from Trinity 
College Dublin. “This is an area of research we are 
now actively pursuing.”  

The authors noted that it was in developed 
nations that babies were likely ingesting the most 
plastic — 2.3 million particles daily in North 
America and 2.6 million in Europe. This was attrib-
uted to relatively low breast-feeding rates in richer 
countries.  They said the levels could easily be low-
ered by taking a few additional steps, including 
rinsing bottles with cold sterilized water and 
preparing formula milk in a non-plastic container 
before filling the bottle. – AFP 

Bottle-fed babies  
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 ‘maximum pressure’ campaign” against Iran, she said. 

As the 2020 presidential election has neared, Trump 
secured a major victory by sponsoring a deal between 
the UAE and Israel to normalize ties, giving the Jewish 
state an unprecedented foothold in the Gulf and forming 
a united front against their common foe, Iran. The small 
kingdom of Bahrain, politically and economically influ-
enced by Saudi Arabia, also agreed to establish diplomat-
ic relations with Israel. The timing of the deals, long con-

sidered taboo without the blessing of the Palestinians, 
was seen as an attempt to provide Trump with a foreign 
policy win ahead of the vote. 

With Biden leading in the polls, now both the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia worry about a rollback on sanctions against 
Iran under a Democrat administration, said Fakhro. Trump 
was “also more willing to ensure that arms sales to these 
states moved ahead swiftly,” and a Biden administration 
would be unlikely to be as accommodating, she added. 

The White House has pushed back against anti-Saudi 
resolutions in Congress over its controversial Yemen war 
and the grisly assassination of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi in Oct 2018. “A Biden administration will come 
with a foreign policy team that is ready to re-examine the 
underlying tenets of the US-Saudi relationship and will 
embrace a hard-line position on the Saudi leadership,” 
said Slim from the Middle East Institute.  — AFP 

As US vote looms,  
Gulf powers count...


