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Assembly unanimously passes  
law to cut expatriate numbers

Amir calls for national unity, reiterates faith in democracy

KUWAIT:  HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah waves as he arrives with HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (right) and Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem (left) to attend the opening of the National 
Assembly yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat ( See Page 3)

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly 
yesterday unanimously approved a 
law that requires the government to 
take measures to reduce the number 
of expats not needed in the country, in 
a bid to rebalance the demographic 
structure where expats form an over-
whelming 70 percent of the popula-
tion. The law was passed in the sec-
ond and final reading after introduc-
ing a number of key amendments, 
mainly abolishing the quota system 
for expat nationalities living in the 
country after the government object-
ed to the system. 

Moreover, the law gives more pow-
ers to the government to tackle the 
severe imbalance in the demographic 
structure after MPs attempted to 
issue a strong law mandating the gov-
ernment to take harsher measures. 
The law was passed in a special sup-
plementary term which lasted for just 
a day. During the session, a number of 
laws and issues were discussed, but 
MPs blocked the discussion of a bill 
seeking to reform the election law. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah opened the 
shortened term by calling for national 
unity, which he said has proven to be 
the most powerful weapon to confront 

challenges facing the nation. The Amir 
also reaffirmed faith in Kuwait’s dem-
ocratic system and urged voters to 
elect the best candidates ahead of 
parliamentary elections set for Dec 5. 
Addressing the session, Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem called for the 
need to resolve pressing issues like 
the budget deficit and the decades-
old problem of stateless people or 
bedoons. 

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, also 
addressing the supplementary legisla-
tive session, called for greater efforts 
to “diversify revenue sources and 
rationalize spending and consumption 
... without detriment to citizens”. He 
said the government was seeking 
more sustainable tools to finance the 
budget. The premier said Kuwait will 
continue mediation efforts to end a 
Gulf dispute that has seen Saudi 
Arabia and its allies boycott Qatar 
since mid-2017. He reiterated Kuwait’s 
support for Palestinians’ rights.  

The population law stipulates that 
the government will issue “mecha-
nisms” to deal with the imbalance in 
the population structure within one 
year of issuing the law. These mecha-
nisms will put a ceiling on expatriate 
workers in the country.  
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NEW YORK: Kuwait has called for 
ending the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories, urging the 
international community to coerce 
Israel into ceasing all settlement 
activities. Israel must halt all forms 
of settlement activities in compli-
ance with the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2334 
and lift the land and sea blockade 
on Gaza Strip enforced 13 years 
ago, said Bader Al-Munayyekh, 
Deputy Permanent Representative 

and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
addressing the fourth commission of 
the UN General Assembly.  

Affirming vital role of the UN 
agency for refugees, UNRWA, 
Munayyekh said the agency 
secured online teaching for 
540,000 Palestinian students and 
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Kuwait urges 
Israel to end  
occupation

Bader Al-Munayyekh

TEL AVIV: Israel and the United Arab Emirates 
agreed yesterday to visa-free travel, an unprece-
dented arrangement between Israel and an Arab 
state, signed after the first ever official UAE delega-
tion landed in Tel Aviv. The visit, hailed as a “glori-
ous day for peace” by Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, came after Israel and the Gulf state 
agreed to normalize ties in a deal inked at the White 
House last month. 

With their economies hard-hit by the coron-
avirus pandemic, the UAE and Israel are hoping for 
rapid dividends from the normalization deal - which 
broke years of Arab consensus that there should be 
no relations with the Jewish state until it makes 
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Israel, UAE agree  
to visa-free travel  
as ties deepen

TEL AVIV: An Etihad Airways plane carrying a delegation from the UAE on a 
first official visit lands at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: Bottle-fed babies may ingest more than a 
million pieces of microplastics each day, new research 
showed Monday highlighting the abundance of plas-
tics in our food products. There is growing evidence 
that humans consume huge numbers of the tiny parti-
cles, formed when larger pieces of plastic break 
down, but very little is known about the knock-on 
health consequences. Researchers in Ireland looked 
at the rate of microplastic release in 10 types of baby 
bottles or accessories made from polypropylene, the 
most commonly used plastic for food containers. 

They followed official guidelines from the World 
Health Organization on sterilization and formula 
preparation conditions. Over a 21-day test period, the 
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Bottle-fed babies  
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DUBAI: Brandishing a sword and dancing to tradi-
tional music on his first visit to Saudi Arabia soon 
after taking office, Donald Trump launched a dra-
matic relationship revamp that freed the hands of the 
Gulf states. More than three years on, regional lead-
ers are playing their diplomatic cards in support of 
an erratic but valuable partner in Washington as he 
seeks a second term - one that would likely lead to 
even deeper tensions with Iran and more opportuni-
ties for their one-time enemy, Israel. 

The businessman-turned-president’s warm ties 
with the Gulf Arab states contrast with those of his 
predecessor Barack Obama, whose deal-making 
with Iran appalled archrival Saudi Arabia and its 
neighbors. As Trump trails in the polls against Joe 

Biden - Obama’s vice president who would be 
expected to shift back to a more conventional stance 
on human rights and arms deals - the oil-rich region 
faces a delicate balancing act. 

“The historic visit in May 2017 was the beginning 
of an exceptional relationship with a US president. It 
has opened many doors,” a Gulf official close to 
political circles in the region told AFP on condition 
of anonymity. “Decision makers here would logically 
want those doors to stay open, but they aren’t 
blind,” the official added. “They are also getting 
ready for the other scenario.”   

On his first foreign trip as US president, Trump 
was given a hero’s welcome in Riyadh. Far from 
accusations of collusion with Russia at home, he 
accepted a medal and addressed Muslim leaders -
while vilifying Iran and muting rhetoric on human 
rights. His son-in-law Jared Kushner, a property 
developer and diplomatic neophyte, took the lead on 
the Middle East peace process.  

“It pivoted the relationship between the US and 
the (Gulf) countries to be more about personalities, 
that of the president and his son-in-law, and less 

about institutions,” said Randa Slim, director of con-
flict resolution at the Washington-based Middle East 
Institute. In the years that followed, Trump’s uncon-
ventional and impulsive strategy produced a head-
spinning sequence of signature achievements, risky 
moves and failed initiatives that have redrawn the 
Middle East’s political landscape. 

The US withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal with 
Iran and assassinated its once-untouchable general 
Qasem Soleimani. It moved the US embassy to 
Jerusalem and wound back America’s military pres-
ence in a region Trump believes has lost much of its 
strategic importance. The policies generally played 
well in the Gulf, despite a lack of action on major 
incidents like the unprecedented attacks last year 
against Saudi energy giant Aramco, blamed on Iran. 

“Saudi Arabia and the UAE shared a perception 
that the Obama administration abandoned its tradi-
tional Gulf allies,” said Elham Fakhro, senior analyst 
at the International Crisis Group. “Saudi Arabia has 
vastly improved relations with the Trump adminis-
tration, owing in part to its decision to impose the 
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As US vote looms,  
Gulf powers count  
Trump blessings


