
LOS ANGELES: Cody Bellinger belted a 400-foot go-
ahead home run and Mookie Betts made another eye-
popping catch as the Los Angeles Dodgers advanced to
their third World Series in the last four years with a 4-3
game-seven win over the Atlanta Braves. Bellinger
blasted the eventual game-winning homer in the sev-
enth inning and Enrique Hernandez smacked a pinch-hit
home run in the sixth on Sunday night as the Dodgers
clawed their way back to win the final three games after
being down 3-1 in the series to the Braves.

“I tried to stay within myself and I got a pitch I could
get to,” said Bellinger of his home run. The Dodgers will
take on the American League champion Tampa Bay
Rays, who won their own game seven Saturday in San
Diego, beating the Houston Astros 4-2. The first game of
the 2020 World Series is Tuesday in Arlington, Texas.
Los Angeles lost in the 2017 World Series to the
Houston Astros and in 2018 to the Boston Red Sox.

Just a few thousand fans were allowed into the
40,000 seat Arlington stadium because of the coron-
avirus pandemic, but what they witnessed was a back-
and-forth classic end to the best-of-seven series
between two of the premier teams in the National
League. The Braves jumped out to 2-0 and 3-2 leads
but each time the Dodgers were able to counterpunch
and level the score, including a rare pinch-hit home run
in the sixth by Hernandez that made it 3-3. Hernandez is
just the second player ever to hit a pinch hit homer in a
game seven, joining Chicago Cubs Troy O’Leary in the
2003 playoffs.

‘We got superstars’ 
The Dodgers are in the playoffs for the eighth

straight season and almost every batter in their line-
up has World Series experience. That’s why it was a
huge surprise when their power game went missing
early in the postseason. But they rediscovered it in
the NLCS by hitting more than a dozen home runs.
“There are not many holes, if any, in our team,” said
Hernandez. “At the top of the (batting) order we got
superstars, and then we got the hyenas at the bot-
tom waiting for the leftovers. “We got a hell of a
rotation, a great bullpen, and we got a great leader.
“I am just really happy to be going back to the
World Series. I didn’t think it would be this hard to
get there, but we are.”

In the fifth inning, Betts made a leaping catch at
the wall to steal a home run away from the Braves
batter Freddie Freeman. It was the third straight game
outfielder Betts made a clutch defensive play against
the Braves. Outfielder Bellinger not only hit the home
run that gave Los Angeles the lead for the first time in
game seven, but he snagged the final out when
Dodgers reliever Julio Urias got Braves batter Austin
Riley to fly out to center field.

Dodgers starting pitcher Dustin May lasted just
one inning, allowing one hit, walking two and giving
up a run. He had plenty of support as the Urias and
three other relievers allowed just two runs. Braves
rookie sensation Ian Anderson started and pitched
three solid innings, surrendering five hits and two
runs. He walked two and struck out two batters.
Anderson gave up a two-run single to Will Smith in
the third inning that scored Justin Turner and Max
Muncy. It was the first run the Braves young pitcher
had given up in the 2020 postseason.— AFP 
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Coco Zurita performs at Ritoque, Chile in 2019. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

American Kokrak
captures first PGA
victory at CJ Cup
LOS ANGELES: Jason Kokrak reeled off six birdies in a
seven-hole stretch Sunday on his way to winning the CJ
Cup at Shadow Creek and capture his first US PGA Tour
triumph. The 35-year-old American fired a final-round
eight-under par 64 to finish 72 holes at the Las Vegas lay-
out on 20-under 268 to defeat countryman Xander
Schauffele by two strokes. “Game plan was simple - hit
fairways,” Kokrak said. “Gave myself more opportunities
than I had the past couple days and I took advantage of
them.” World number 53 Kokrak was a three-time PGA
runner-up - at the 2012 Frys.com Open, the 2016
Northern Trust Open and the 2019 Valspar Championship
- before the breakthrough victory in his 233rd career tour
event, one moved from South Korea due to the COVID-19
pandemic. “Finally got it done,” Kokrak said. “Couldn’t be
happier. I did a good job of hitting the spots we were put-
ting to. I’m happy with my putting. All the work we’ve
been putting in has paid off.” Kokrak made 14 putts from
beyond 10 feet for the week, his most in any PGA start.

Eighth-ranked Schauffele, who shared second at last
year’s Masters and last month’s Tour Championship,
missed out on a fifth US PGA title. Deadlocked for the
lead at 19-under, playing partners Kokrak and
Schauffele both drove into the left rough at the par-5
16th and each missed the green with his third shot.
Kokrak blasted out of a bunker and made a tense four-
foot par put while Schauffele made a six-footer to sal-
vage bogey and fall one adrift of Kokrak. “That was
nice,” Kokrak said. “My bunker game has really
improved lately.”At the par-3 17th, Schauffele holed a
five-footer for par to stay one back of Kokrak heading
to the par-5 18th, a hole Schauffele birdied in two of the
three prior rounds. Kokrak blasted his drive 342 yards
into the fairway and used a pitching wedge to drop his
ball just inside 27 feet from the cup.—AFP

Dodgers rally to beat Braves in 
game 7 to reach World Series

Bellinger blasts the eventual game-winning homer 

ARLINGTON: The Los Angeles Dodgers pose for a photo following their 4-3 victory against the Atlanta Braves in
Game Seven of the National League Championship Series at Globe Life Field on October 18, 2020. — AFP 

Fahaheel Sports Club 
crowned champion
KUWAIT: Fahaheel Sports Club table tennis team
was crowned champion of the 2019-2020 season after
beating Tadhamon 3-0 in the final match that was held
at Qadisiya hall. Sahel club ended in third place after
beating Burgan 3-0. Fahaheel’s stars Ibrahim and
Salem Al-Hassan were able to decide the end result as
Salem Al-Hassan defeated Salem Al-Sallal 3-0, while

Ibrahim Al-Hassan defeated Mishal Hassan by the
same score. Abdallah Al-Mukaimi beat Hussein Al-
Ajmi 3-0.

Chairman of Fahaheel Club Hamad Al-Dabbous
congratulated both the technical and administrative
departments for the achievement. He said this came
out of hard work by athletes and officials as they over-
come difficulties created by coronavirus to maintain
their achievements and win titles. He said the club
plans to participate in the Gulf clubs championship
and the Arab league champions tournament to be held
in Beirut next December in addition to the West Asia
championship.

PARIS: Primoz Roglic will be looking for more
redemption after his Tour de France heartbreak as he
prepares for a COVID-19-threatened Vuelta a
Espana as Chris Froome bids farewell to Ineos-
Grenadiers after 11 years with the British outfit.
Slovenian Roglic, who lost the Tour on the last com-
petitive stage to his compatriot Tadej Pogacar, won
the Liege-Bastogne-Liege ‘Monument’ classic and is
in prime position to retain his title in Spain when the
race begins today.

Backed by a strong Jumbo-Visma team featuring
top climbers Sepp Kuss and George Bennett, Roglic is
well armed for one of the toughest first weeks in a
grand tour, featuring three mountain-top finishes after
the planned Grand Depart from the Netherlands was
scrapped amid the COVID-19 crisis. Spain has been
hit hard by the novel coronavirus and organizers have
ruled teams will be ejected from the race should two
riders test positive for COVID-19 within a one-week
period.

No rider tested positive on the Tour de France in
September, but this month’s Giro d’Italia has seen two
teams, and some top riders, leave the race after being
infected by the virus. Jumbo-Visma was one of them
but they are expected to be at full strength for the
Vuelta, with Roglic co-leading the team alongside for-
mer Giro d’Italia champion Dutchman Tom Dumoulin.
“During the Vuelta it will become clear who will be our
main man. Our team is at the start with two favorites

for the final victory, one of them is last year’s winner”,”
said sports director Grisha Niermann ahead of the first
stage in Irun.

Froome question
Their main rival is expected to be 2019 Giro cham-

pion Richard Carapaz of Ecuador, whose target this
season was the Italian race before he was included at
the last moment in the Ineos-Grenadiers squad for the
Tour after Froome and Geraint Thomas were omitted
because of poor form. Four-time Tour champion
Froome, also twice a Vuelta winner, has yet to recover
his top form after a freak crash last year and the Briton
will be eager to leave Ineos-Grenadiers at the end of
the season in style. But the 35-year-old, who will ride
for Israel-Start Up Nation next year, has not made it
into the top 10 of any race since taking third place
overall in the 2018 Tour and seeing him among the top
contenders would be a huge surprise.

“I think it’s quite hard to say where I am at the
moment given that I haven’t done many stage races
recently,”  Froome was quoted as saying by
Velonews. “Signs in training have got better and
better and I am feeling more like myself again, which
is fantastic. It’s hard to quantify that when I haven’t
been able to race against rivals. “After the first few
stages, I will be able to have a more clear plan for
the rest of the race, and know what kind of job I can
fulfill at that point.”—Reuters

Roglic determined to retain Vuelta; 
Froome closes Ineos chapter

Punjab beat Mumbai 
in the IPL’s first-ever 
second super over
DUBAI: Kings XI Punjab beat holders Mumbai Indians
as the Indian Premier League witnessed a second
super over for the first time after skipper KL Rahul’s

heroics on Sunday. Rahul smashed 77 off 51 deliveries
as Punjab equaled Mumbai’s score of 176 in the second
match of the day after the opening game also ended in
a tie. Kolkata Knight Riders edged out Sunrisers
Hyderabad in Abu Dhabi with New Zealand quick
Lockie Ferguson making an impact in his first IPL out-
ing this season.

Punjab and Mumbai remained level after the first
super over with paceman Mohammed Shami keeping
down Rohit Sharma-led Mumbai to five runs. Chris
Gayle and Mayank Agarwal then combined to get their

team’s 12-tun target after Mumbai managed 11 for one in
the second super over of the match and the third of the
day. “It was a dream come true to play the IPL and to
have exciting games like this is amazing. This kind of a
match will go down in history,” Agarwal, who hit the
winning runs, said after the tense win.

“Having an opportunity to learn from the game’s
greats is quite incredible. KL is a wonderful player and
the kind of performance he’s put forth as a captain so
consistently is incredible.” The International Cricket
Council changed the super over rules in limited-overs

matches after England beat New Zealand on boundary
count in the final of last year’s 50-over World Cup.
England was awarded the cup as they scored more
boundaries during their innings despite New Zealand
matching their score at the end of 50 overs and in the
super over at Lord’s. Punjab have improved to sixth in
the eight-team table and are level with four teams on six
points with three wins and six losses from nine matches.
Mumbai’s Indian speedster Jasprit Bumrah returned fig-
ures of 3-24 and West Indies batsman Kieron Pollard
smashed an unbeaten 34 off 12 deliveries.—AFP


