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News in brief

India to release Chinese soldier 

NEW DELHI:  The Indian army said yesterday that it
had captured a Chinese soldier after he strayed
across a contested de facto border in the western
Himalayan region where both countries have amassed
thousands of troops after a deadly clash in June. The
People’s Liberation Army soldier was apprehended in
the Demchok area of eastern Ladakh, and would be
returned after the completion of formalities, the
Indian army said in a statement. “The PLA soldier has
been provided medical assistance including oxygen,
food and warm clothes to protect him from the
vagaries of extreme altitude and harsh climatic con-
ditions,” the statement said. The nuclear-armed
neighbours have been locked in a months-long bor-
der confrontation in the Ladakh region, with troops
killing each other in hand-to-hand combat and firing
shots in the air.  —Reuters

Malaysia PM mulls reshuffle 

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin is in talks on a possible cabinet
reshuffle in an attempt to appease a key ally that has
threatened to pull support for the ruling coalition, three
sources said yesterday. Muhyiddin is facing a premier-
ship challenge from opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim,
who last week met Malaysia’s king in a bid to prove he
has majority support from lawmakers, including from
among government turncoats, to form a new govern-
ment. The prime minister has since entered fresh discus-
sions with the United Malays National Organization
(UMNO), the largest party in his coalition, to negotiate
new terms that could include more prominent cabinet
positions for the party, sources close to the government
and UMNO said.  —Reuters

Tibetans see US support 

NEW DELHI: The head of the Tibetan government in
exile said he met the new US special coordinator on
Tibet, whose appointment last week angered China, at
the State Department, the first political head of the
Tibetans in exile to be hosted there in 60 years. US
Secretary of State of Mike Pompeo last week appointed
senior human rights official Robert Destro as special
envoy for Tibetan issues. Beijing responded sharply, say-
ing this was an attempt to destabilize Tibet and that it
would not allow any interference there. Lobsang Sangay,
the president of the Tibetan Central Administration
(CTA), said this was the first time the head of the CTA
was received at the State Department. —Reuters 

Indigenous Colombians march 

BOGOTA: Thousands of indigenous Colombians
arrived in the country’s capital on Sunday, demanding
a meeting with President Ivan Duque and an end to
growing violence in their territories. The demonstra-
tors are also asking that they be consulted on major
development projects and for the full implementation
of a 2016 peace plan that ended a half century of
insurgency by the rebel Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC). “We demand guarantees for life,
the right to land and that they comply with the peace
agreements with the FARC rebels,” Hermes Pete, sen-
ior advisor to the Regional Indigenous Council of
Cauca, told AFP. Protests began on October 10 in
southwestern Colombia and gradually advanced to
the capital.  —AFP

LAGOS: Ozioma Egemasi says Nigerian police slapped,
whipped and struck him with the butt of a pistol when
he refused to pay them a bribe. Then he heard them dis-
cuss whether to kill him. The 24-year-old music label
manager shared his experience on Instagram, one of
thousands of mostly young Nigerians who are taking to
social media to speak out against alleged abuses by
police and to coordinate ongoing protests.

Thousands of people have taken to the streets daily
across the country in one of the biggest shows of pub-
lic anger in 30 years, posing
a major challenge to
President Muhammadu
Buhari amid an economic
slump made worse by the
coronavirus pandemic. “I
was scared. It meant they
were willing to do anything
to get whatever they want-
ed to get from me,” said
Egemasi, recalling the
January encounter with
members of Nigeria’s
Special Anti-robbery Squad (SARS).

Reuters could not independently verify his account.
A Lagos state police spokesman did not respond to
phone calls and a text message seeking comment on the
allegations. The police force has previously denied
accusations against SARS that are fuelling the unrest,
although it said earlier this month that “unruly and
unprofessional” officers had been arrested and were
facing disciplinary actions.

Other concessions have been made since nationwide
demonstrations began on Oct. 8: SARS was disbanded

on Oct. 11 and a new police unit, the Special Weapons
and Tactics (SWAT) team, was created to “fill the gaps”.
But it has not had the desired effect. Protesters say they
have heard such promises before and demand deeper
changes, including the prosecution of police accused of
wrongdoing.

Rallying under the #EndSars hashtag and harnessing
social media to raise awareness and funds and to garner
support from international celebrities, protesters have
built a momentum that previous actions led by civil

groups and unions failed to
do. There are clear parallels
with anti-government move-
ments in places like Hong
Kong and Belarus, said
Antony Goldman, chief
executive of London-based
political risk advisory firm
ProMedia Consulting.

“They have increasingly
connected young, urban
populations that have found
a cause, and social media

has triggered very rapid momentum,” Goldman said.
The Nigerian protesters have drawn support from Black
Lives Matter activists in the United States, including the
movement’s co-founder Opal Tometi, and from
Canadian rapper Drake and British-Nigerian actor John
Boyega.

A Twitter account using the name of the internet
activist collective Anonymous said last week it had
hacked into Nigerian government websites in solidarity
with the #EndSars campaign. Government officials did
not confirm any breaches.

Tech targets?
Members of Nigeria’s burgeoning tech industry, a

bright spot for foreign investors in Africa’s most popu-
lous nation, say they are often singled out by police for
spot checks. Iyinoluwa Aboyeji, co-founder of software
developer training firm Andela and payments company
Flutterwave, said so many employees had been
harassed that his companies had protocols in place to
call senior police officials in the event of an arrest.

Egemasi said his laptop and financial transactions on
his cell phone aroused the suspicion of the five SARS
officers who stopped him in a Lagos street at the start

of the year. “This happens all the time to young people
because they believe we are young and not supposed
to have that kind of money,” he told Reuters.

He said he was freed after paying a 500,000 naira
($1,300) bribe. As he spoke, Egemasi was surrounded
by more than a thousand protesters at a toll gate in the
upmarket Lekki district of Lagos on Saturday.

Music blared out of tall speakers. A giant electron-
ic billboard displayed slogans such as “Soro Soke”, a
Yoruba phrase meaning “Speak Up”. And activists
doled out free food and collected litter in black plas-
tic bags. —Reuters

Police unit disbanded after abuse allegations shared online

With Instagram, hashtags and bitcoin, 
Nigerians boost anti-police protests

LAGOS: A demonstrator holds a sign during a protest over alleged police brutality in Lagos on Sunday.

Arce says Bolivia 
‘has recovered 
democracy’ 
LA PAZ, Bolivia: Bolivian presidential candidate
Luis Arce, the leftist heir to former leader Evo
Morales, said his country had “recovered democra-
cy” after an exit poll from TV station Unitel indi-
cated he had won the election in the first round
with 52.4 percent of the vote. By an unexpectedly
large margin, Arce prevailed over centrist Carlos
Mesa, who obtained 31.5 percent according to the
poll, and guaranteed a return to power for the
Movement for Socialism (MAS).

A private projection from the Jubileo Foundation
gave Arce 53 percent and Mesa 30.8 percent.

The official count-which could take days-was
less than eight percent completed by 2 am (0600
GMT). The usual rapid count had been abandoned
after allegations of irregularities last year that led
to Morales’ November resignation after 14 years in
power. “Very grateful for the support and trust of
the Bolivian people,” Arce posted on Twitter early
yesterday, after the exit poll results were published.
“We have recovered democracy and we will regain
stability and social peace.” Interim president
Jeanine Anez, who was not a candidate, congratu-
lated Arce and his running mate David

Choquehuanca on their apparent win.
“We still do not have an official count, but from

the data we have, Mr. Arce and Mr. Choquehuanca
have won the election. I congratulate the winners
and ask them to govern with Bolivia and democra-
cy in mind,” the staunch MAS opponent posted on
Twitter. Morales, claiming victory for his party at
a press conference in Buenos Aires, where he lives
in exile, said Arce would “return our country to
the path of economic growth.” Arce was credited
as the architect of the country’s economic miracle
under Morales, whom he served as economic min-
ister. The election, twice postponed due to the
coronavirus pandemic, was the first in 20 years
not to feature Morales, the country’s first ever
indigenous leader.

Voting, which is mandatory up to the age of
60, was slow in part due to coronavirus social
distancing rules and some polling stations had to
stay open longer as queues of people were still
waiting to vote. Arce had been expected to win
the first round. The question was whether the 57-
year-old could achieve the required 40 percent
with a 10-point lead to avoid a runoff. If he could
not, polls had suggested centrist former president
Mesa, 67, would likely triumph in a runoff with sup-
port from the other four candidates.

Morales in exile
The contest came a year after Morales won an

unconstitutional fourth term in an election that
sparked weeks of protests, leaving 36 dead and

800 injured. The rapid count in 2019 suggested
there would be no outright winner, but after it was
inexplicably frozen for 24 hours, Morales had
jumped into a winning lead over Mesa once the
l ive count resumed.  A later audit  by the
Organization of American States found clear evi-
dence of fraud.

Morales, who resigned and fled into exile, was
barred from taking part this time but tried to ratch-
et up tensions during campaigning from his
Argentina base. But before the count began,
Morales had urged calm and said “the election
result must be respected by everyone.” —AFP

LA PAZ: Bolivia’s leftist presidential candidate Luis
Arce (center), of the Movement for Socialism party,
celebrates with running mate David Choquehuanca
(right) early yesterday in La Paz, Bolivia. —AFP

Churches burned 
as Chileans mark 
protest anniversary
SANTIAGO: Two churches were torched as tens of
thousands of demonstrators gathered Sunday in a
central Santiago square to mark the anniversary of a
protest movement that broke out last year demanding
greater equality in Chile. The demonstration comes
just a week before Chileans vote in a referendum on
whether to replace the dictatorship-era constitution-
one of the key demands when the protest movement
began in October 2019.

While the morning brought a largely festive
atmosphere to the protests at Plaza Italia, there were
several incidences of violence, looting and vandalism
in the afternoon. One church close to Plaza Italia was
burned to the ground as hooded protesters cheered,

while a second place of worship was looted and also
suffered fire damage.

Firefighters managed to get that blaze under con-
trol. “Burning churches is an expression of brutality,”
said Minister of the Interior and Security V?ctor
Perez, adding that the violence was coming from a
“minority” of protesters.

The small Church of the Assumption, which was
totally destroyed, is known as the “artists’ parish,”
according to local press. The building dated back to
1876. There were clashes between groups of football
hooligans in one Santiago neighborhood, while pro-
testers in Plaza Italia doused a statue with red paint.
The communist mayor of a neighborhood near the
central square, Daniel Jadue, was hounded out of
Plaza Italia by protesters.

Yet it was a different feeling in the morning when
demonstrators, many wearing masks to protect
against the coronavirus pandemic, held up banners,
sang and danced. Police even gradually pulled back
from the Plaza Italia. “It’s great, very good and posi-
tive,” demonstrator Viviana Donoso, 43, told AFP as

she and a group of people danced to drums.
“The people of Chile need to unite, and we have to

believe that we can do things.”
Demonstrators also called for their countrymen

to vote to “approve” the proposed constitutional
change. “This is the opportunity to say ‘enough!’
We’re here and we’re going to vote for
‘Approve,’” Paulina Villarroel, a 29-year-old psy-
chologist, told AFP. 

The government of President Sebastian Pinera-one
of the protesters’ main targets-called on demonstra-
tors to be peaceful and to respect coronavirus
restrictions. The deadly outbreak has killed 13,600
Chileans, with more than 490,000 infected. Protests
broke out a year ago initially as a response to a hike
in metro fares, before mushrooming into a general
demonstration against inequality and the government.

On one night of unrest, a dozen metro stations
were set ablaze, bus stops were smashed, supermar-
kets looted, buildings vandalized and protesters
clashed with riot police who fired tear gas and used
water cannons. —AFP

Protests 
began 

October 8

Pakistan oppn holds 
mass rally calling 
for PM Khan to go
KARACHI: Tens of thousands of opposition supporters
rallied in Pakistan’s largest city of Karachi on Sunday as
part of a campaign to oust Prime Minister Imran Khan,
who they accuse of being installed by the military in a
rigged election two years ago. The mass demonstration
in Karachi was the second in three days launched by
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM), formed last
month by nine major opposition parties to begin a

nationwide agitation against the government.
Under Khan, Pakistan has experienced mounting

censorship of the media and a crackdown on dissent,
critics and opposition. But the campaign against him
sought to tap into discontent over his handling of the
economy, which was tanking even before the global
coronavirus pandemic struck. “You’ve snatched jobs
from people. You have snatched two-time a day food
from the people,” Maryam Nawaz, the daughter and
political heir of the former three-time premier Nawaz
Sharif, told the rally.

In the early hours of yesterday, police snatched her
husband, arresting Muhammad Safdar following com-
plaints from Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
party that he had raised political slogans at the mau-
soleum of Pakistan’s founder, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, an

action deemed illegal. “Police broke my room door at
the hotel I was staying at in Karachi and arrested Capt.
Safdar,” Nawaz tweeted yesterday morning. A
spokesman of the provincial government said police
had not acted on their orders.

During Sunday’s rally she had shared the platform
with Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, whose late mother Benazir
Bhutto was also prime minister two times. “Our farmers
have hunger in their homes... our youth is disappoint-
ed,” said Zardari, whose Pakistan People’s Party gov-
erns the southern city of Karachi. The message struck a
chord with their supporters, in a country now suffering
double digit inflation and negative economic growth.
“Inflation has broken the back of poor citizens forcing
many to beg to feed their children,” said Faqeer Baloch,
63, at the Karachi rally. —Reuters

Thai police probe
media outlets
over protests 
BANGKOK: Thai police said yesterday they had
ordered an investigation of four news outlets
under emergency measures introduced last
week and imposed curbs on messaging app

Telegram to try to stop three months of protests
against the government and monarchy. The
announcement prompted anger from media
groups and accusations of an attack on press
freedom by the government of Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha, the former junta leader the
protesters are seeking to drive from office.

According to a police document dated Oct
16, investigations have been ordered into con-
tent from four media outlets as well as the
Facebook page of a protest group. “We
received information from intelligence units

concerned that parts of the content and distort-
ed information have been used and disseminat-
ed to cause confusion and instigate causing
unrest to society,” police spokesman Kissana
Phathanacharoen told a news conference.

He said it was for Thailand’s broadcast regu-
lator and digital ministry to investigate and take
appropriate action, adding that there was no
plan to curb press freedom. Putchapong
Nodthaisong, a spokesman for the digital min-
istry, said it had requested court orders to take
down content by the four media outlets and the

Facebook page of the protest group Free Youth,
among more than 300,000 pieces of content it
said violated Thai laws over the last week.

The Manushya Foundation, an independent
group which campaigns for online freedom,
called the measures an attempt to silence free
media. “Since the ban on protests did not work,
the military-backed government hopes to create
fear of telling the truth,” its director Emilie Palamy
Pradichit said. “We urge free media to resist.”

The government ordered a ban on news and
online information that could affect national

security last Thursday as it also banned political
gatherings of more than five people in the face
of the growing challenge. Police chief Suwat
Jangyodsuk also told reporters yesterday that
he had ordered the digital ministry to restrict
Free Youth’s group on Telegram, a messaging
application that protesters used to coordinate
in recent days. Putchapong, the ministry’s
spokesman, declined to verify another docu-
ment apparently signed by him, that asked
internet service providers and mobile operators
to “suspend Telegram” completely. —Reuters


