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News in brief

Belgium again shutters bars 

BRUSSELS: A partial return to lockdown in
Brussels failed to stem a dramatic new wave of
coronavirus infections, so yesterday bars and
restaurants across Belgium were closed for a
month. From midnight, the shutdown will also
be reinforced with an overnight curfew, to dis-
courage defiant merry-makers from thronging
the streets as the epidemic rages on. But it is
Belgium’s second major lockdown, hospitaliza-
tions are up 100 percent week-on-week, and
restaurant owners are close to breaking point
as they face a grim winter. —AFP 

Poland to use stadium as hospital 

WASRSAW:  Poland’s national stadium will
double as a field hospital for Warsaw, a senior
government official said yesterday, as a spike
in coronavirus cases has strained health care
facilities to the breaking point. The decision
came days after the government asked Poles to
“stay home” and “work remotely” if possible as
it announced a raft of restrictions to stem
infections. Built for the UEFA Euro 2012 foot-
ball championships, the 60,000-seat stadium
has conference rooms under its stands able to
accommodate patients. —AFP 

2.2m FB, Instagram ads rejected 

PARIS: A total of 120,000 posts on Facebook
and Instagram have been withdrawn for
attempting to “obstruct voting” in the US pres-
idential election and 2.2 million ads have been
rejected, Facebook’s vice president Nick Clegg
said in an interview published Sunday. In addi-
tion, warnings were posted on 150 mill ion
examples of false information posted online, the
former British deputy prime minister told the
French weekly Journal du Dimanche. Facebook
has been increasing its efforts to avoid a repeat
of events leading up to the 2016 US election,
won by Donald Trump, when its network was
used for attempts at voter manipulation, carried
out from Russia. — AFP

FRANKFURT: Back in 2016, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel greeted Donald Trump’s victory with an extraordi-
nary warning: that she would work with the US president
on the condition that he respect democratic values. Things
did not improve from there. Four years later, Trump’s abra-
sive foreign policy moves, often unveiled in all-caps tweets,
have alienated not just Germany but much of Europe.

“The transatlantic relationship is practically on life sup-
port,” said Sudha David-Wilp, a senior transatlantic fellow
at the German Marshall Fund of the United States.

Even if Democratic challenger Joe Biden wins the
November 3 election, experts said there will be no magi-
cal healing of the EU-US rift. Recent surveys by the Pew
Research Center found that America’s image among
Europeans has plummeted to record lows, with just 26
percent of Germans now holding a favorable view of the
superpower.

The “harsh judgment” can
be partly attributed to the
widespread belief that the
Trump administration “mis-
handled the coronavirus”, said
Bruce Stokes, an associate
fellow at Chatham House, a
British think-tank. “Europeans
look at America and think
there are a lot of domestic
issues that are just breaking
the country apart and how
can it be a good partner (at
such a t ime)?” added
David-Wilp.

‘A foe’ 
From pulling out of the Paris Climate Agreement and the

Iran nuclear deal to slapping tariffs on EU steel and alu-
minum, and defanging the World Trade Organization, Trump
has dealt blow after blow to multilateralism, a much-valued
European approach to global challenges.

He stunned allies by describing the European Union as a
foe on trade, and “scared people” by cosying up to Russia,

Stokes said. Germany, which currently holds the EU presi-
dency, has been a regular target of Trump’s anger, often
over its failure to meet NATO’s defense spending targets.

But on a personal level too, there is no love lost between
Europe’s most powerful woman, who is leaving office next
year, and the real estate tycoon in the White House.

Unlike French President Emmanuel Macron who tried to
woo Trump with a military parade and a dazzling Eiffel
Tower dinner before ties soured, Merkel never went out of
her way to court the mercurial American. Relations turned
even frostier in June after she rebuffed an invite for a G7
event in Washington over coronavirus concerns. Soon after,
Trump announced he was slashing the number of US troops
stationed in Germany.

“He has real trouble dealing with strong women,”
Stokes said.

But Trump has made some friends on the continent.
Hungarian premier Viktor
Orban, who shares his anti-
immigrant sentiment, is openly
backing him for reelection.
Poland, which stands to benefit
from Trump’s troop reshuffle,
has experienced “a US re-
engagement” and shares
Washington’s opposition to
the controversial Nord Stream
2 pipeline between Russia and
Germany, said Justyna
Gotkowska from the Centre
for Eastern Studies (OSW). 

If Biden wins
Should Biden win, he “will see the need to revitalize

relationships with allies,” said David-Wilp.
Expect the former vice president to make a trip to

Europe early on, rejoin the climate pact and restart nuclear
talks with Iran, experts say. But areas of friction will remain
on military spending, Nord Stream 2, and Washington’s
campaign against Chinese tech giant Huawei.

Faced with a Covid-19 battered economy, Biden will

probably eschew Trump’s more protectionist tendencies
but some sort of “America First” vision for sensitive
industries will likely live on.

“Europeans have to understand that a Biden adminis-
tration is going to be so domestically preoccupied,” said
Stokes. The career politician is therefore expected to sur-
round himself with seasoned foreign policy officials who
will “even more than normally” be relied upon “to pull
things back together, but hopefully also chart a new
course” with Brussels, he added.

Should Trump be reelected, expect “a great sucking in of
breath” across European capitals, Stokes said, and “another
four years of a very rocky ride”. But even under Trump 2.0, it
is “entirely possible” for the US and EU to form a united
front when it’s in their self-interest on issues such as the
coronavirus or China policy, Stokes said. Peter Beyer,
Merkel’s transatlantic coordinator, recently told AFP that a
“new Cold War” between Washington and Beijing had
already begun, and that Europe should “stand shoulder-to-
shoulder” with the US to face a rising China. —AFP

Trump’s abrasive foreign policy moves alienate much of Europe

EU-US alliance ‘on life support’ 
after four years of Trump rule

German Chancellor Angela Merkel with US President Donald Trump. —AFP

Biden hopes to 
peel believers 
away from Trump
WILMINGTON: A rosary around his wrist, Joe Biden
often speaks of the great comfort his Catholic faith has
brought him in overcoming the tragedies that have
deeply marked his life.  When Americans vote on
November 3, the Democratic presidential candidate
hopes he will have persuaded enough of his fellow
Catholics to back him; a majority of them supported
Donald Trump in 2016.

Every Sunday, or nearly so, the former vice presi-
dent attends Mass at St. Joseph on the Brandywine, a
small, quaint church in an affluent suburb of
Wilmington, Delaware.  It is there, in the church’s vast
and verdant cemetery, that lie the graves of his parents;
his son Beau, who died of cancer in 2015; and of his
first wife Neilia and their daughter Naomi, who were
killed in a 1972 traffic accident as Neilia drove her three
children to buy a Christmas tree. Beau and his brother
Hunter survived the crash.

On Sunday morning, under the bright red fall foliage
of a few scattered trees, Biden and wife Jill again visit-
ed the grave-decorated with small American flags-of
Beau, a former Delaware attorney general.

Barack Obama’s vice president carried around his

wrist the rosary that his son was wearing the day he
died; Biden said in 2017 that he had not removed it
since Beau passed. The product of Catholic schools,
Biden lives his religion openly, on a daily basis, and
always has.

If he defeats Donald Trump in the November 3 elec-
tion, he will become only America’s second Catholic
president, after John F. Kennedy.  From quoting Pope
John Paul II on the campaign trail to frequently invoking
his Irish Catholic roots, the 77-year-old Biden is deter-
mined not to cede the terrain of religion to Republicans. 

Abortion rights 
The stakes are high: Trump carried the 2016 election

over Hillary Clinton thanks to razor-thin victories in
several key battleground states.  Every vote will count
on Election Day. And Catholic voters offer Biden a rare
opportunity to appeal to the “swing voters” who often
switch parties from one election to the next. In 2016, 52
percent of Catholics supported Trump, to 45 percent
for Clinton, according to the Pew Research Center.  

With Catholics representing some one-fifth of the
American populace, that gap is not insignificant. Yet
American Catholics are far from a homogenous group:
six in 10 white Catholics backed Trump in 2016, while
nearly seven in 10 Hispanic Catholics voted for Clinton.
And many key members of the Trump administration
are Catholic.  “We see the Catholic vote across the
board to be a critical constituency to this campaign,”
Josh Dickson, the faith engagement director for the
Biden campaign, told AFP. —AFP

WILMINGTON: Democratic presidential nominee and
former Vice President Joe Biden (left) and his wife Jill
walk to St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman Catholic
Church in Wilmington, Delaware on Sunday. —AFP

Alabamans hope 
Trump will win 
90% or more
DOUBLE SPRINGS: A solemn prayer
rings out in a wood-paneled court-
room in Winston County, where
Donald Trump won a resounding 90
percent of the vote in 2016.
Republicans in this conservative bas-
tion in northern Alabama say they hope
God will allow the president-a man so
unlike them in so many ways-to do
even better this time.

Their prayer finished, they turn in
unison to the flag hanging at the room’s
entrance to recite the traditional Pledge
of Allegiance, voices full, hands on
hearts. It is the last meeting of the local

Republican Party before the November
3 election, and it includes an a-cappella
rendition of “God Bless the USA,” a
rousing country anthem that has
become a staple of Trump rallies.

“We’re seeing the sentiment for
Trump in our area is larger than it was
four years ago,” said Greg Farris, a
lawyer, businessman and vice chairman
of the county’s Republican party. “So
we think we’ll have a higher percent-
age than we did last time. Will it be 100
percent? Probably not. But we think
it’ll be in the 90s.”

Winston County, as the many cam-
paign signs lining its wooded roads
attest, is most definitely “Trump
Country.” The surrounding congres-
sional district gave Trump his largest
percentage in 2016 — a statistic its
residents cite with pride. 

“He has good Christian values,” said
Sandra Wright, secretary of the county

Republican Party, wearing a red T-shirt
with the message: “Keep Calm and
Vote Trump.”

Bible Belt 
Winston County is in the heart of

the so-called Bible Belt, a region
known for its Christian conservative
values. Here, the foothills of the
Appalachian mountains are dotted
with the white spires of small churches,
many of them evangelical. 

Confederate flags are seen in the
occasional yard, and local monuments
pay tribute to soldiers killed in the Civil
War, the 1861-1865 conflict fought
over the South’s determination to
maintain slavery. The population is
overwhelmingly white, and people say
they prize hard work, religion and fam-
ily. Trump is so assured of winning the
county that Republicans there have
trouble believing national polls show-

ing him far behind Democratic oppo-
nent Joe Biden.

Friendly competition 
Winston County is in a sort of

friendly competition with nearby
counties such as Cullman and its
84,000 residents, where Trump also
ended up with a Soviet-like score in
2016: 88 percent. Steve Cummings,
chairman of Cullman’s Republican
Party, said: “88 percent is a lot. It’s
hard to beat that. But I think we can
do better than 88. I really do. “We just
like his leadership skills,” he said.
“That’s what attracts us to him.  “We
like people who speak plainly, just say
what they think.”  Cummings came up
with the idea for signs in Spanish-”El
Presidente Trump”-to reach out to
Hispanics, many of whom work in area
poultry plants, hoping to have his
county finish ahead of Winston. —AFP

Multilateralism
faces challenge

Key states 
to decide 
US election
WASHINGTON: The November 3 US presidential
election is boiling down to a handful of key states
that will decide the race between Democrat Joe
Biden and President Donald Trump. Trump carved
a narrow path to victory in 2016 by winning the
battleground states of Florida, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, North Carolina, Wisconsin and Arizona.

This time polls have him behind in all six-
albeit by narrow margins in some. Trump also
trails by a slim margin in three other states he
won in 2016 — Georgia, Iowa and Ohio, accord-
ing to an average of state polls by the website
RealClearPolitics (RCP).

Here is a look at some of the key states:
Pennsylvania 

Biden’s birth state is the largest at play in the
Rust Belt, a north-central region marked by

decades of industrial decline. Trump volunteers are
swarming the state, including city suburbs where
they are canvassing door-to-door. On the
Democratic side, former president Barack Obama
is to make his first appearance on the campaign
trail on Wednesday at an event in Philadelphia for
his former vice president. Pennsylvania’s big cities
will vote heavily for Biden, while its rural west and
conservative central regions are committed to
Trump. Its suburbs and northeast will be critical.

RCP average: Biden leads by 5.6 percentage points.
Michigan 

Michigan narrowly tipped for Trump in 2016
and is being fiercely contested this year. Trump
has visited the Great Lakes state to argue he is
ushering in an American comeback, but voters are
concerned about the coronavirus’ impact on the
economy and the president’s response to the pan-
demic. Democratic Governor Gretchen Whitmer
has clashed repeatedly with the president and her
enforced lockdowns have angered conservatives.
Gun-toting protestors staged demonstrations out-
side the state capitol this summer and members of
a right-wing group were arrested recently for
plotting to kidnap the governor.

RCP: Biden by 7.2
Wisconsin 

Democrat Hillary Clinton opted against cam-
paigning in America’s dairyland in 2016, and vot-
ers punished her for it.  This year Democrats
highlighted Wisconsin, locating their national
convention there although the gathering moved
online over coronavirus concerns.

Trump and Biden have campaigned in the
state, while Vice President Mike Pence and Biden
running mate Kamala Harris have also visited. 

RCP: Biden by 6.3
Florida 

The largest of the swing states anchors the
Sun Belt, the band of states across the US South
and Southwest rapidly growing in population,
and features agriculture, military industry and
large numbers of retirees. Republicans are
mounting a fierce defense here, with Democrats
accusing them of suppressing the vote, particu-
larly in communities of color. The state’s huge
Latino population will be key, and polls show
them aligned with the Democratic ticket less than
in 2016. At the same time, polls show seniors
swinging away from Trump because of his han-

dling of the pandemic. Most experts say Florida
is a Trump firewall; if it’s breached, Trump likely
loses the White House.

RCP: Biden by 1.4
North Carolina  

This traditionally conservative state went to
Trump by three points four years ago but both
parties acknowledge it is now too close to call.
North Carolina’s governor is a popular Democrat
who has won praise for his balanced response to
the pandemic. Republicans based their national
convention here, although it ended up being
largely online.

RCP: Biden by 2.7
Arizona 

Arizona has been a Republican stronghold for
decades, but its electorate is changing, with a
growing Latino community and an influx of more
liberal Californians. Conservative voters appreci-
ate Trump’s efforts to restrict immigration and
build a wall on the border with Mexico. But
Trump has hurt his prospects by repeatedly den-
igrating the late senator John McCain, who rep-
resented Arizona and still looms large over its
politics. McCain’s widow, Cindy McCain, has

endorsed Biden.
RCP: Biden by 4.0

Iowa 
Trump won easily in Iowa four years ago,

beating Clinton by nearly 10 points, but the race
appears close this time in the midwestern farming
state. Trump held a campaign rally in Iowa last
week, a sign he is playing defense in a state he
had been expected to win.

RCP: Biden by 1.2
Georgia 

A Democrat has not won a presidential race
in Georgia since Bill Clinton in 1992 but it has
been trending Democratic in recent years. Trump
held a rally in Georgia on Friday, an indication he
may be on shaky ground there.

RCP: Biden by 1.2
Ohio 

Ohio, with 18 electoral college votes, is a
major prize. Trump defeated Clinton in Ohio by
8.1 points but polls show a close race this time in
the midwestern industrial state. Biden has visited
and touted his role in helping save the US auto-
mobile industry when he was vice president.

RCP: Biden by 0.6 —AFP


