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News in brief

Assembly must approve fines

KUWAIT: Imposing instant fines on violators of health
measures is conditional to approval by the National
Assembly and amending the law, Al-Anbaa Arabic daily
reported yesterday quoting ‘high-ranking sources.’
Proposed amendments of the infectious diseases law
8/1969 - including an item allowing for imposing instant
fines - should be sent to the Assembly. The health ministry
will then officially publish the types of violations that will
allow the main committee to follow up the implementation
of health instructions and implement instant fines. 

Hit-and-run

Salmiya detectives solved a hit-and-run case involving an
Egyptian woman after they arrested a Kuwaiti woman on
accusations of causing the accident. A security source said
the suspect claimed she did not believe she had run over
someone due to darkness and thought she had hit a
garbage dumpster. The woman faces hit-and-run charges.

Traffic violations

Court rulings were issued Sunday against three persons
who committed reckless traffic violations and exposed
others to danger. They received a three-month jail sen-
tence, KD 100 fine, suspension of their driving licenses for
a year and their vehicles were impounded for two months.
Meanwhile, traffic patrols arrested a driver for reckless
driving and endangering his and people’s lives. His vehicle
was impounded.

Indecent video 

The relations and security information department at the
interior ministry said electronic crimes fighting unit arrest-
ed a girl who posted an indecent video clip on her social
media account. The suspect confessed to posting the
video and was referred to concerned authorities.
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KUWAIT: People shop at makeshift markets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The struggles of Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh residents have become
more pronounced during the pandem-
ic. “I have no job. The place where I
previously worked as a cleaner in
Kuwait City told me to stop coming to
work after the lockdown in April, and
haven’t called me till now,” said 38-
year-old Nuzrul (not his real name).
He is one of thousands of expatriates
who were terminated during the pan-
demic. Many of them left the country,
but others want to try again if given
the chance. 

“I tried applying for new jobs sev-
eral times, but since I am now illegal,
they do not want to pay the penalties.
Besides, I don’t know where to find
my sponsor. If everything is OK and

settled and we are allowed to come
again, I will go back to my home
country to rest - I am tired,” Nuzrul
said. He admitted he had bought his
visa from a Kuwaiti, but it expired in
June. To survive, he buys vegetables
from a fellow Bangladeshi supplier at
Al-Forda wholesale market and sells
them at a makeshift market. 

“My supplier delivers vegetables at
noon. We sell cheaply because some
of the supplies are not fresh and are
old stocks. So we get them way
cheaper - for instance we sell a box of
cucumbers for 250 fils, a box of egg-
plants for 750 fils and fresh greens
are almost free, as I am giving each
five bundles for 100 fils, while in the
market it’s normally 100 fils per bunch.
Thank God I am earning something to
survive,” Nuzrul added.  

Nuzrul lives near the makeshift
market. “I am now illegal, so I am very
cautious regarding the police and
checking. I don’t take any chances. If I
get a new visa, I will buy it again. I
will go back to Bangladesh only if I
get a new visa,” he told Kuwait Times. 

Every now and then, police close
down the makeshift market, but the
vendors keep coming back. “We are
illegally occupying the space, but we
have no choice,” he said. “I have
friends here, and several people are
monitoring the area. If there is any
police presence, we are informed and
we run away,” he revealed.

Prior to the spread of COVID-19 in
Kuwait, Jleeb was a mess, but things
are a bit better now. Shops blocking
pedestrians were demolished and car
parking spaces and sidewalks were

widened. Side roads are still rough,
but garbage is now regularly collect-
ed. But people are struggling to sur-
vive. A man was begging for food near
a restaurant. “Since the pandemic
began, he comes for a piece of bread.
We give him food because we know
he needs it to survive,” a restaurant
attendant told Kuwait Times. 

Opposite the restaurant, two men
were selling old clothes for 100 fils a
piece. “These are unsold clothes col-
lected from the Friday Market. He gets
them for free because they are littered
all over the place after the market
closes,” said a buyer named Ahmed,
referring to the vendor. “He goes to
the Friday Market every Saturday
evening to collect clothes that are not
sold and displays them here by the
mosque during his day off,” he added. 

Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh residents
still struggling to survive

Kuwait reports
9 deaths, 686
COVID-19 cases
KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported nine deaths
due to COVID-19 and 686 new infected cases. The
figures took the country’s death toll up to 710 and
the caseload to 116,832, health ministry data
showed. According to ministry spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad, the number of people hospital-
ized with the virus stands at 7,516; 133 of whom in
intensive care units. Dr Sanad added that 6,002
swab tests were conducted in the past 24 hours,
with a total of 834,167 so far. Meanwhile, some 746
people recovered from the virus in the last 24 hours
to raise the total to 108,606, the ministry said.
Urging the public to be mindful of health precau-
tions, Dr Sanad said following social distancing
measures is of the most important means to curb
the spread of the virus. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Up to 35 percent of Kuwaiti women
aged above 50 suffer from osteoporosis and
recurrent fractures, said Dr Nadia Al-Ali, the head
of the endocrine ward at the Amiri Hospital and
President of the Kuwait Osteoporosis Society,
adding that the percentage among male citizens
stands at 20 percent. Speaking in a statement on
the World Osteoporosis Day which falls today, Dr
Ali affirmed that proportion of the osteoporosis
cases among the Kuwaiti women is one of the
highest on the global scale. “The proportion of
osteoporosis among women in Kuwait is very high
by international standards; estimated at 35 percent
of female citizens,” she warned. This condition is

generally serious because the rupture happens on
a large scale in the hips and thighs, she said,
adding that the fractures may cause severe pain
and lifelong impairment. There are some 200 mil-
lion osteoporosis patients worldwide. The illness is
a main cause for breaking bones of some 8.9 mil-
lion people per year. Moreover, one out of three
women worldwide suffers from the ailment, in
addition to one out of five men. It is called the
“silent disease” because many people have not
been diagnosed or gotten remedy. The Kuwaiti
society, due to spread of the coronavirus, will
launch an enlightenment campaign via the social
media this year, it announced. —KUNA

Kuwait osteoporosis cases
among highest worldwide

KRCS Chairman
underlines significance
of humanitarian action
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer stressed yesterday the
importance of humanitarian work to help combat
COVID-19. Dr Sayer said that most pressing
humanitarian needs, mainly means to improve lives
of those affected by armed conflicts and natural
disasters, were discussed during a videoconference
workshop the Standing Commission of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent held earlier yesterday. The

Commission is the perma-
nent statutory body of the
International Red Cross
and Red Crescent
Movement. The workshop
also tackled challenges
hampering efforts of
workers in the humanitar-
ian field, he pointed out. It
also discussed education-
al and psychosocial sup-
port, integrity, coopera-
tion, and coordination
amongst workers in the
humanitarian domain, he
noted. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS)
Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer
attends a videoconference
workshop the Standing
Commission of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent
held yesterday. —KUNA


