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Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
lauds ties with Jordan

Kuwait second largest international investor in Jordan
AMMAN: Envoy of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah yesterday lauded distinguished ties with 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. This came during 
a joint press conference with Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Ayman Al-Safadi, following two meetings 
in Amman, during which they discussed cooperation 
and issues of common interest between the two 
brotherly countries. Sheikh Dr Ahmad stressed that 
Kuwait will continue its 
approach regarding the 
Kuwaiti-Jordanian bilateral 
ties, and keenness to 
enhancing them as a trans-
lation of directives of the 
higher political leadership 
of both countries. 

He pointed out that his 
official visit to Jordan came 
to convey a message from 
His Highness the Amir to 
King Abdullah II, express-
ing Kuwait’s appreciation for condolences on the 
demise of late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. Furthermore, he noted that he also 
conveyed another message of appreciation on the 
Jordanian position in support of Kuwait during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. On bilateral ties, Sheikh 
Ahmad stressed the importance of the Joint 
Committee meeting in its fifth session to be held in 
Kuwait next year, indicating the importance of the 
committee in setting an institutional framework to 
measure the extent of development in joint relations 
in various sectors. 

 
60 years 

Meanwhile, the Jordanian Foreign Minister 

expressed deep condolences on the demise of the 
late Amir, wishing Kuwait more security and stabili-
ty under the leadership of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Safadi 
said that the two sides’ meetings reflected bilateral 
cooperation in various fields, especially as both 
countries will celebrate next year the 60th anniver-
sary of establishing diplomatic relations. He also 
noted that Kuwait is the largest Arab investor and 
the second largest international investor in the 

Kingdom, pointing to 
development projects that 
the Kuwait Fund for 
Economic Development 
has supported in Jordan 
with a value of more than 
$500 million. 

The Jordanian top 
diplomat added that he 
and his Kuwaiti counter-
part discussed challenges 
of confronting the impact 
of COVID-19, which 

requires fruitful bilateral cooperation, especially 
regarding food and medical security amongst oth-
er issues. He also affirmed the two countries’ 
stance on the Palestinian issue as a central case 
and their agreement on the need to end the con-
flict in a just manner that guarantees a two-state 
solution and the embodiment of an independent 
and sovereign Palestinian state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital based on the June 4, 1967 
borderlines. Regarding Syria, Safadi stressed the 
two countries’ agreement on the importance of 
intensifying work to end the Syrian crisis accord-
ing to a political solution that protects Syria and 
its people. Safadi stressed that the security and 
stability of brotherly Iraq is a “strategic goal” that 

concerns Jordan and Kuwait as such. 
The envoy of His Highness the Amir had arrived 

with his accompanying delegation to the 
Jordanian capital Sunday night for an official visit. 
He was received yesterday by King Abdullah II. 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah was also received by Jordanian Prime 
Minister Bisher Al-Khasawna, where the two sides 
discussed bilateral ties between the two friendly 

countries. Furthermore, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah visited Kuwait ’s 
Embassy in the Jordanian capital on the sidelines 
of his official visit to the Kingdom. Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Aziz Al-Daihani said that 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad was keen to meet with members 
of the Kuwaiti embassy in order to encourage 
them to best serve and care for interests and 
affairs of Kuwaitis here. — KUNA

AMMAN: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah (left) attends a joint 
press conference with Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Al-Safadi in Amman, Jordan yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait, Jordan 
affirm stance 
on Palestine

DOHA: Two Kuwaiti inventors 
are participating in a competi-
tion with their innovated works; 
one intended to aid the impaired 
and the other for pin pointing 
bone fractures. The inventors, 
Dr Mohammad Al-Mugahwi 
and Sara Abu Rjaib, are partak-
ing in the contest to win the title, 
“the top Arab inventor,” the 12th 
edition, as part of the annual 
“Stars of Science” program, 
organized by Qatar Education 
Development Institute. Dr 
Mugahwi is presenting an auto-
matic toothbrush for people of 
special needs that can be easily 
used without hands. Many per-
sons of special challenges do 
not care much about — or can-
not take care of — their teeth 
and gum cleanliness due to their 
impairment, thus these cases are 
prone to develop illnesses in the 
teeth and gums, Dr Mugahwi 

said, indicating that his special 
toothbrush helps the disabled to 
keep their teeth clean and spare 
them frequent and arduous vis-
its to dentists. The doctor said 
the invention’s idea dawned on 
him as a result of his career as a 
dentist, sensing needs among 
these cases, in addition to chil-
dren and the elderly. 

Dr Mugahwi lauded Kuwaiti 
associations and entities that 
encourage the talented — 
namely Sabah Al-Ahmad Center 
for Giftedness and Creativity, 
affiliated to the Kuwait 
Foundation for Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS) that puts all its 
resources and potentials at dis-
posal of the skilled and innova-
tors in their works and market-
ing of their items. Moreover, 
there are scientific incubation 
bodies and clubs in Kuwait such 
as the Scientific Center, in addi-

tion to the Civil Service 
Commissions that earmarks an 
annual budget for funding man-
power and enhancing skills of 
civil servants. 

Meanwhile, Abu Rjaib has 
said she is competing with her 
work, a mobile, infrared scanner 
to pin point bruises, fractures or 
deformities in the human body. 
Abu Rjaib was inspired when 
she went through a tough expe-
rience when she had an acci-
dent years ago, and it took her 
some time to determine 

whether she had a fracture. Her 
optical scanner is quite useful 
for children and athletes, many 
susceptible to be hurt in exer-
cise. She echoed her peer’s 
praise for the Kuwaiti authori-
ties’ support for the skilled, not-
ing the state’s great help for 
inventors to issue patents. 
However, she noted some diffi-
culties for the talents, such as 
securing funding. The “Stars of 
Science” is a platform for the 
Arab innovators aged between 
18 and 25.  —  KUNA

Deputy FM receives 
Dutch ambassador

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah meets 
Ambassador of the Netherlands to Kuwait Laurens Westhoff. — KUNA

KUWAIT:  Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah 
yesterday received Ambassador of 
the Netherlands to Kuwait Laurens 
Westhoff, on the occasion of 
assuming his duties as ambassador. 
During the reception, bilateral ties, 

as well as latest regional and inter-
national developments were dis-
cussed. Assistant Foreign Minister 
for the Office of the Deputy 
Foreign Minister Ambassador 
Ayham Al-Omar attended the 
meeting. — KUNA

Kuwaiti inventors 
compete in contest

DOHA: The two Kuwaiti inventors Dr Mohammad Al-Mugahwi (right) 
and Sara Abu Rjaib participating in ‘Stars of Science.’ — KUNA
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“We have some stupid people,” Trump said at the 

rally in Carson City, Nevada’s capital. “We have this 
guy Sasse, you know, wants to make a statement... 
The Republicans have to stick together better.” 

Trump, scrambling to make up lost ground, is on 
a furious multi-state barnstorming tour, hopping on 
Sunday from Nevada to California and then back to 
Nevada for a day of rallies and fundraising, before 
moving on to Arizona yesterday.  An infrequent 
churchgoer, he attended services Sunday in a cav-
ernous - but not entirely full - evangelical church in 
Las Vegas. Congregants prayed for him, and when 
a collection plate was passed, a pool photographer 
saw Trump toss in a handful of $20 bills.  

Biden, a practicing Catholic, attended Mass with 
his wife Jill at their church near Wilmington, 
Delaware, before walking outside to visit the grave 
of son Beau, who died of brain cancer in 2015. 
Limiting his own campaign itinerary due to pan-
demic concerns, the 77-year-old Biden then flew to 
North Carolina for a pair of events. 

In Durham, the mask-wearing former vice presi-
dent jogged to a stage in a parking lot where peo-
ple in dozens of vehicles waited for him. “We 
choose hope over fear, we choose unity over divi-
sion, science over fiction and yes, we choose truth 
over lies,” he told them. His motorcade also made 
an unannounced stop to allow him and his grand-
daughter to order milkshakes, with Biden - keen to 
play up the stark differences between his campaign 
and Trump’s - keeping his mask on throughout. 

The candidates’ final nationally televised debate 
will be on Thursday in Nashville, Tennessee. Their 
first debate descended into a chaotic stream of 
interruptions by Trump, head-shaking and angry 
rejoinders; the second was replaced by dueling 
town-hall meetings after Trump refused to debate 

virtually on the heels of his bout with the coron-
avirus. The final debate will be face-to-face. 

If there was any doubt about the 74-year-old 
president’s own recovery from the virus, his packed 
campaigning schedule appears to belie it, and his 
message has - if anything - grown more pointed. 
On Sunday, Trump again raised a disputed allega-
tion that messages on a laptop computer belonging 
to Biden’s son Hunter implicated the former vice 
president in corrupt links to Ukraine, calling it a 
“proven fact”. 

Biden’s campaign has repeatedly rejected the 
allegations, angrily dismissed by the candidate as a 
“smear campaign”. But Trump has not backed 
down. In a rally Saturday in Muskegon, Michigan, 
he called Biden “a criminal” and even joined an 
enthusiastic crowd in chants of “Lock him up!” 
Trump also further stoked a US culture war with 
outlandish claims, saying the Democrats wanted to 
“erase American history, purge American values 
and destroy the American way of life”. 

With the president trailing in polls, some ana-
lysts say he should focus on America’s economic 
prospects, which Trump considers his strong point. 
Nearly 220,000 Americans have died from 
COVID-19, the world’s worst total, and the out-
break is now spreading in many states at rates 
unseen in months. Polls show that most voters dis-
approve of his erratic handling of the pandemic, 
and Biden has made it a core theme, promising a 
more sober leadership. 

Ahead of Trump’s Nevada events, Biden said the 
president “needs to answer for his failed response 
to COVID-19”. Trump has dismissed his weak 
polling data, while Biden’s supporters are also wary 
about overconfidence in an election that could tilt 
on a close race in a single state such as Florida. 
Democrats assailed Trump on Sunday not just for 
his attacks on Biden but also on Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer, the recent target of a 
kidnapping plot by a heavily armed rightwing mili-
tia group. The president is “incentivizing and incit-
ing this kind of domestic terrorism. It is wrong. It’s 
got to end. It is dangerous,” Whitmer told NBC’s 
Meet the Press. — AFP 

Trump lashes  
out at ‘stupid’...
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Since March, countries of the region, many of 

them heavily dependent on oil revenues, have resort-
ed to sweeping lockdowns and curfews to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus, disrupting local 
economies. The IMF says the average price of oil was 
expected to be $41.69 a barrel in 2020 and $46.70 a 
barrel in 2021, well down on the $57-$64 average in 
2019. 

Hit by the double whammy, oil exporters’ growth 
was tipped to contract by 6.6 percent, while 

importer’ economies were expected to contract by 
one percent as the Covid-19 pandemic keeps striking 
tourism and trade. “We are at an important moment 
where there are hopes that (a) vaccine could acceler-
ate the recovery, but also there are challenges with 
the risk of a second wave of the coronavirus,” said 
Azour. 

The IMF said Lebanon was heading towards a 
contraction by 25 percent, compared with an esti-
mated shrinkage of 12 percent in April. “Lebanon 
needs a comprehensive reform program that tackles 
deep-rooted issues,” said Azour. Saudi Arabia’s 
economy - the largest in the Arab world - was 
expected to shrink by 5.4 percent this year, accord-
ing to the IMF. This marks a slight improvement from 
the sharp 6.8 percent estimated earlier this year as 
the kingdom reels from the impact of low oil prices 
and the coronavirus pandemic.  — AFP 

IMF urges ‘action’  
in virus-hit...
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 of US citizens were impacted, a figure that could 

be far higher now. 
But the numbers don’t tell the story of the families 

torn apart and lives uprooted because of a president 
who once declared “Islam hates us”. The Raghebis met 
in the summer of 2010, when Pamela was working as a 
receptionist at a Seattle retirement home and Afshin, a 
glazier, was assigned there on a project. “Right away, I 
was impressed with how gentle he was with our resi-
dents,” said Pamela. 

One day she approached him for a chat, they went 
on their first date, and were married by the end of that 
year. The couple started their own window and glass 
business, building together a happy life. Afshin, 51, was 
born in Iran and had been forced to become a child 
soldier in the war against Iraq. He later took up a job 
as a chauffeur, and was assaulted by secret police for 
refusing to spy on his boss. 

He fled to Sweden in his twenties to stay with his 

sister, and, like her, became a Christian. But with little 
by the way of formal training, he couldn’t remain there 
and eventually came to the US in 2006. Afshin intend-
ed to apply for asylum based on his fear of religious 
persecution if he went back to Iran, but worried about 
being deported and didn’t follow up.  

The couple applied for Afshin to become a perma-
nent resident in 2016 after immigration services were 
satisfied they had a bona fide relationship. But 
because of Afshin’s undocumented entry, they had to 
procure an additional waiver, another arduous process 
which they nevertheless achieved. To complete the 
process, Afshin had to exit and re-enter the US, but 
has been stranded in Turkey since 2018 because of the 
travel ban. “I felt like my country had divorced me 
from my husband,” said Pamela - and the trauma has 
been compounded by mounting financial hardship. 

Some stories have had a happier ending following 
years of struggle, like that of Ramez Alghazzouli, 31, and 
his wife, 28-year-old Asmaa Khadem Al-Arbaiin. They 
were acquaintances at college in Damascus but the 
Syrian war scattered their families to different parts of 
the world. Ramez settled in Arizona where he became a 
business analyst for the government. He reconnected 
with Asmaa, whose family moved to Turkey in 2014, and 
they developed a romantic relationship before getting 
married by proxy in 2015. — AFP 

Families hit  
by US travel...


