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News in brief

Kuwait sets parliamentary  
elections for December 5

Amir to open special one-day Assembly term today
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday approved an 
Amiri decree which sets new parliamentary elections 
for Dec 5. Registration of candidates contesting for 
the 50 seats will start the day after the decree is 
published in the official gazette Kuwait Al-Youm. 
Registration of candidates will continue for 10 days, 
according to the election law. 

Withdrawal of candidates also starts from the first 
day of filing nomination papers and will continue 
until seven days before the election. The Cabinet 
announcement most likely means that the controver-
sial single-vote voting system will continue despite a 
last-ditch effort by opposition MPs to change the 
system introduced by an Amiri decree in late 2012. 

Under the current system, voters are allowed to 
vote for  only one candidate in a constituency from 
where 10 MPs are elected. The previous system 
allowed voters to elect up to four candidates, favor-
ing organized groups mostly from the opposition. 
Fourteen opposition MPs had signed a letter asking 
the Assembly to debate a draft law calling to change 
the voting system to allow voters to elect two can-
didates instead of one. The motion requires the 
approval of the Assembly to allow the debate. 
Under the constitution, parliament serves for four-
year terms. 

Meanwhile, HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 

Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will address the Assembly today 
on the opening of a special one-day term, during 
which a number of laws and issues will be debated. 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said there will also be 
speeches by the prime minister and himself. He said 
that draft laws to be debated include the population 
law in its second reading after an Assembly panel 
approved a number of amendments. 

The law essentially calls on the government to 
reduce the number of expats in the country in 
accordance to a gradual plan to be implemented 
over the next five years. It also calls for setting quo-
tas for foreign communities in the country. Ghanem 
said the Assembly will also debate in the second 
reading a law stipulating the allocation of KD 3 bil-
lion to support small and medium projects impacted 
by the coronavirus outbreak. 

The speaker however regretted that the interior 
and defense panel failed to hold a meeting that was 
supposed to discuss a law to resolve the decades-
old problem of over 100,000 stateless people or 
bedoons. Ghanem charged that some MPs deliber-
ately foiled the meeting and pledged to reveal their 
names after the close of the Assembly session. He 
said that the special term will conclude today. MP 
Nabil Al-Fadhl also charged that some MPs deliber-
ately foiled three meetings of the interior and 
defense committee that were supposed to discuss 
the bedoon issue. 

Jordan King receives letter from Amir

AMMAN: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah delivers a letter from HH the Amir 
of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Jordan’s King Abdullah II yesterday. - KUNA (See Page 2)

CARSON CITY, Nevada: US 
President Donald Trump lashed out at 
“stupid” critics from within his own 
party and called for unity on Sunday 
after growing Republican criticism 
and warnings of a “bloodbath” in the 
Nov 3 election. Trump issued the 
comments as he and his Democratic 
opponent Joe Biden hit the ground in 
crucial swing states in the final stretch 
before an election that opinion polls 
show the real estate mogul is at seri-
ous risk of losing. 

Speaking to a rally in the western 

state of Nevada, Trump ranged from 
attacks on Biden and boasts about his 
economic policies to discussions on 
bathroom water pressure and a shirt 
worn by the commissioner of the 
National Football League. But he also 
addressed comments from Republican 
Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska, who 
recently told constituents Trump 
“kisses dictators”, mistreats women 
and uses the White House as a busi-
ness. 

Other Republicans have warned of 
electoral losses in the polls that will 
include congressional races, including 
Senator Ted Cruz, who like Sasse said 
there was a risk of a “bloodbath”. 
Even one of Trump’s closest Senate 
allies, Lindsey Graham, recently said 
Democrats have a “good chance” at 
winning the White House.  

Continued on Page 2 

Prophet’s birthday holiday 
 
KUWAIT: On the occasion of Prophet 
Muhammad’s (PBUH) birthday, the Civil Service 
Commission yesterday announced Thursday, 
Oct 29, 2020 will be an official holiday for all 
ministries, government bodies and public 
authorities. Employees will return to work on 
Sunday, Nov 1, 2020. 

Nokia to build network on moon 
 
HELSINKI: Struggling to get a phone signal at 
home on planet Earth? Perhaps you’ll have bet-
ter luck on the moon. Nokia has been selected 
by NASA to build the first cellular network on 
the moon, the Finnish company said yesterday, 
as the US space agency plans for a future where 
humans return there and establish lunar settle-
ments. Nokia said the first wireless broadband 
communications system in space would be built 
on the lunar surface in late 2022, before humans 
make it back there. — Reuters 

Half of Indians can be infected 
 
MUMBAI: At least half of India’s 1.3 billion peo-
ple are likely to have been infected with the new 
coronavirus by next February, helping slow the 
spread of the disease, a member of a federal gov-
ernment committee tasked with providing pro-
jections said yesterday. “Our mathematical model 
estimates that around 30 percent of the popula-
tion is currently infected and it could go up to 50 
percent by February,” said Manindra Agrawal, a 
professor at the Indian Institute for Technology 
in Kanpur and a committee member. — Reuters 

Emirati flight lands in Israel 
 
JERUSALEM: The first ever passenger flight 
from the United Arab Emirates to Israel landed 
near Tel Aviv yesterday, a month after the coun-
tries signed an agreement normalizing ties. 
Etihad Airways flight EY 9607 from Abu Dhabi 
landed at Ben Gurion airport early in the morn-
ing with only crew on board. — AFP 

CARSON CITY, Nevada: US President Donald Trump gestures during a rally on 
Sunday. — AFP 

Trump lashes  
out at ‘stupid’  
GOP critics

DUBAI: The IMF yesterday urged Middle East and 
North African countries to accelerate reforms and 
diversification efforts as the energy-rich region faces 
unprecedented challenges due to the coronavirus 
and low oil prices. In its latest regional economic 
outlook report, the International Monetary Fund 

projected the economies of the MENA region to 
shrink by five percent this year compared with a July 
estimate that they would contract by 5.7 percent. 

The region - which includes all Arab countries and 
Iran - was expected to suffer its worst economic per-
formance since 1978 when it was convulsed with 
unrest and shrank by 4.7 percent, according to World 
Bank data. “We should look at what is happening 
today as a call for action, and also as an opportunity 
to stimulate the transformation of the economy and 
create more opportunities, especially for the youth,” 
Jihad Azour, the IMF’s Middle East and Central Asia 

director, told AFP. 
“We expect that both growth and unemployment 

to be affected this year, and overall this crisis could 
bring growth down by five percent as well as also 
unemployment could go up by five percent.” Years of 
devastating conflicts in several Arab countries - 
including Syria, Yemen, Iraq and Libya - have already 
battered their economies and created widespread 
poverty. Meanwhile, unemployment among youths in 
the energy-rich region sits at 26.6 percent, World 
Bank data shows. 
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IMF urges ‘action’  
in virus-hit MENA 

TEMPE, Arizona: This handout photo taken on Sept 25, 2020 shows Ramez Alghazzouli, 
his wife Asmaa Khadem Al-Arbaiin and their son Radwan in their house. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Pamela and Afshin 
Raghebi will celebrate their tenth 
wedding anniversary this December - 
but whether it’s a joyful occasion or 
one marred by the pain of their ongo-
ing forced separation depends on the 
outcome of the Nov 3 election. “I need 
him home,” Pamela tearfully told AFP, 

two years after her husband left the 
US to complete a routine legal process 
to finalize his permanent residency, but 
was prevented from returning because 
of the “Muslim ban”. 

In June 2018, the Supreme Court 
upheld Donald Trump’s third travel 
ban, which focuses its most restrictive 
measures on citizens of five Muslim-
majority countries - Iran, Libya, 
Somalia, Syria, and Yemen - as well as 
North Korea and Venezuela. An ana-
lyst at the Cato Institute estimated 
that as of Oct 2019, more than 15,000 
spouses and adopted minor children 
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Families hit  
by US travel  
ban speak out


