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Spurs rocked on Bale’s return
Mitrovic suffers penalty misery; Sheffield, Fulham open accounts with draw

LONDON: Tottenham concede a third goal during the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and West Ham United at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: West Ham ruined Gareth 
Bale’s Tottenham return with a stunning 
late fightback from three goals down to 
rescue a thrill ing 3-3 draw, while 
Fulham’s Aleksandar Mitrovic endured a 
penalty nightmare in a 1-1 draw at 
Sheffield United yesterday. Tottenham 
were leading 3-0 when Bale came on as 
a 72nd minute substitute for his first 
appearance since joining on a season-
long loan from Real Madrid. But Bale 
suffered a debut to forget as Tottenham 
capitulated in astonishing fashion.  

The Wales star was one of the main 
Tottenham culprits as he missed a gold-
en opportunity to wrap up the points 
before West Ham’s Manuel Lanzini 
snatched a stoppage-time equalizer. 
Tottenham took the lead with just 45 
seconds gone when Son Heung-min and 
Harry Kane combined to create a goal 
for the seventh time this season. 

Kane was the catalyst, dropping 
deep into midfield before unfurling a 
majestic long pass that found Son, who 
cut into the West Ham area and curled 
his shot into the far corner. It was 
Kane’s turn to get on the scoresheet in 
the eighth minute as he nutmegged 
Declan Rice and fired into the bottom 

corner from the edge of the area. 
Tottenham’s sizzling start featured a 
third goal in the 16th minute, with 
England captain Kane heading in from 
Sergio Reguilon’s pin-point cross for 
his 10th goal of the season. 

Having crushed Manchester United 6-
1 in their last game before the interna-
tional break, Jose Mourinho’s side 
looked odds on for another emphatic 
victory. Back at Tottenham seven years 
after leaving for Real in a then world 
record deal, Bale hopes to prove he is 
still a world-class talent despite a long 
spell out of favor with Madrid boss 
Zinedine Zidane. But it was West Ham 
who were the dominant force after Bale’s 
introduction to replace Steven Bergwijn.  

Fabian Balbuena nodded in from 
Aaron Cresswell’s cross after 82 min-
utes and Davinson Sanchez’s headed 
own goal from Vladimir Coufal’s deliv-
ery three minutes later left Tottenham 
panicking. Bale should have scored in 
stoppage-time, but he shot wide after 
bursting into the area and Lanzini 
made him pay with a brilliant 25-yard 
blast into the top corner. It was just the 
third time in Premier League history 
that a side has avoided defeat despite 

trailing by at least three goals going 
into the 80th minute. 

 
Mitrovic misery  

At Bramall Lane, Fulham’s Mitrovic 
fired over with his second half penalty 
after Jack Robinson handled. On-loan 
Leipzig winger Ademola Lookman put 
Fulham ahead in the 77th minute with a 
superb solo effort, beating two men 
before firing into the roof of the net. But 
Serbia international Mitrovic was 
penalised for a high foot on Robinson in 
the 85th minute following a VAR check 
and Billy Sharp made him pay as he 
drove his penalty down the middle. 

Mitrovic is the first player to commit 
the unwanted penalty double in the same 
Premier League game since Mikel Arteta 
for Arsenal against Fulham in 2012. 
Fulham at least moved off the bottom of 
the table after taking their first point at 
the fifth attempt, following last season’s 
promotion from the Championship. 
United also avoided defeat for the first 
time in five games this season. Alexis 
Mac Allister’s first Premier League goal 
gave Brighton a dramatic 1-1 draw at 
rivals Crystal Palace. 

Palace took the lead in the 19th 

minute when Tariq Lamptey was harshly 
adjudged to have pulled down Michy 
Batshuayi in the penalty area. Ivory 
Coast forward Wilfried Zaha sent 
Brighton keeper Mat Ryan the wrong 
way from the spot for his fourth goal of 
the season. But, after a poor clearance 

from Palace defender Joel Ward, 
Argentine substitute Mac Allister fired 
home via a slight deflection from the 
edge of the area in the 90th minute. 
Brighton had defender Lewis Dunk sent 
off for a two-footed lunge on Gary Cahill 
in stoppage-time. — AFP 

SHEFFIELD: Fulham’s Serbian striker Aleksandar Mitrovic (right) fouls Sheffield United’s 
English defender Jack Robinson (left) for a penalty to Sheffield during the English 
Premier League football match between Sheffield United and Fulham yesterday. — AFP 

ROME: Irrepressible Sassuolo scored three goals in 
13 minutes as they charged back from 3-1 down to win 
4-3 at Bologna in their Serie A derby yesterday, mov-
ing up to second place in the league and remaining 
unbeaten so far. An own goal by Takehiro Tomiyasu 
settled a see-saw match as Sassuolo scored four for 
the third game in a row. The Serie A dark horses now 
have 10 points from four games and sit proudly above 
teams such as Napoli, Juventus and Inter Milan. AC 
Milan lead the table with a maximum 12 points. 
Roberto Soriano gave Bologna a ninth minute lead 
when he finished off a flowing passing move, but 
Domenico Berardi curled in an equaliser nine minutes 
later after being allowed too much space on the edge 
of the area. 

Mattias Svanberg put Bologna back in front six 
minutes before the break from Rodrigo Palacio’s 
through ball, and Riccardo Orsolini dispossessed 
Manuel Locatelli to score their third on the hour. Filip 
Djuricic began the fight back four minutes later, 
exchanging passes with Francesco Caputo before 

scoring from a narrow angle. Then Caputo, who scored 
on his Italy debut at the age of 33 earlier this month, 
headed Sassuolo level in the 70th minute after Palacio 
miskicked an attempted clearance from a corner. 

The momentum was now with Sassuolo and they 
won the match seven minutes later when the hapless 
Tomiyasu attempted to intercept a cross and turned the 
ball into his own goal from six metres. Bologna have 
three points from four games. The goals continued to 
flow in two later matches. Torino slumped to their third 
straight defeat when they lost 3-2 at home to Cagliari 
despite taking a fourth minute lead with an Andrea 
Belotti penalty. Joao Pedro levelled from close range 
and Giovanni Simeone took advantage of poor defend-
ing to put the Sardinians 2-1 ahead inside 20 minutes. 

Belotti levelled with an opportunist goal after the 
re-start but Simeone gave Cagliari their first win of 
the season when he scored from close range in the 
73rd minute after a mistake by Torino goalkeeper 
Salvatore Sirigu. Meanwhile, Fiorentina were held 2-
2 at promoted Spezia despite scoring twice in the 
opening five minutes. German Pezzella headed them 
in front for a corner and Cristiano Biraghi doubled 
their lead from Pol Lirola’s cross. Daniele Verde 
pulled one back before halftime and Diego Farias 
levelled in the 75th minute after Fiorentina failed to 
clear a corner. — Reuters

Sassuolo hit back  
to beat Bologna

BERLIN: Bundesliga crisis club Schalke picked up 
their first point of the season yesterday as Goncalo 
Paciencia’s second-half equalizer rescued a 1-1 draw at 
home to Union Berlin. Paciencia’s 69th minute header 
ended a nightmare start to the season for Schalke, who 
began the day with no points and one goal from their 
first three games. After a cagey first half, Marvin 
Friedrich nodded in a Christopher Trimmel cross to put 
Union ahead shortly after the break. 

Schalke coach Manuel Baum, who replaced David 
Wagner last month, responded by bringing on 
Paciencia, who leveled the scores with 20 minutes to 
play. After former Union player Steven Skrzybski had 
forced a corner on the counter-attack, the 
Portuguese striker found the net with a glancing 
header at the near post. The draw lifts Schalke off 
bottom spot and gives Baum’s side a timely boost 

ahead of next week’s derby at Borussia Dortmund. 
Yet the seven-time German champions are still with-
out a win in 20 league games, in a miserable run 
which stretches back to January. 

 
Silva still on song  

Elsewhere, Eintracht Frankfurt and Portugal striker 
Andre Silva continued his electric early season form 
with a third goal in four Bundesliga games as his side 
drew 1-1 away to Cologne. Frankfurt missed the chance 
to draw level on points with league leaders RB Leipzig 
after Silva’s first-half penalty was cancelled out by 
Ondrej Duda’s equalizer. The visitors dominated a 
scrappy first half, and were rewarded just before the 
break when Sebastiaan Bornauw brought down Japan 
international Daichi Kamada in the box. 

Silva stepped up, and slotted the ball past Timo 
Horn to give his side a deserved lead. The Portuguese, 
who completed a permanent move from AC Milan last 
month, now has four goals from five games in all com-
petitions. Duda leveled the scores shortly after half-
time, blasting in a sharp cross from Kingsley Ehizibue 
to secure Cologne their first point of the season. 
Frankfurt now sit in fourth after four games, with only 
Leipzig, Bayern Munich and Borussia Dortmund hav-
ing enjoyed a better start to the season. — AFP 

Paciencia header 
earns Schalke 
the first point 


