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Bayern begin Champions 
League defense, punish
European autumn
PARIS: European football is reeling with stadi-
ums largely empty and revenues down, but it is
business as usual on the field for the continent’s
biggest clubs this week as the Champions
League group stage gets underway and Bayern
Munich begin their defense of the trophy. Hansi
Flick’s all-conquering team have a glamour tie to
get things going, at home to Diego Simeone’s
Atletico Madrid on Wednesday.

It will be a fascinating contest, and as Bayern’s
Thomas Mueller admitted after the draw was
made, “the pressure is on you straight away when
you are the holders.” Before that, on Tuesday,
Paris Saint-Germain return to the competition
following their defeat by Bayern in last season’s
final as they take on Manchester United. They
are arguably the week’s two standout ties and
would be spine-tingling occasions under the
lights before a full house, as would Liverpool’s
trip to play Ajax in Amsterdam.

But those games will go ahead behind closed
doors. After all, while UEFA is allowing clubs to
open stadiums up to 30 percent of capacity, it
all depends on the green light of local authori-
ties. The few who attended Bayern’s final win
over PSG behind closed doors in Lisbon just
two months ago can attest to how surreal that
occasion was, and yet the quality of the football
was not in question. And so there will be a
spectacle on the pitch if not in the stands, with
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo due to face
each other when Barcelona and Juventus clash
in Group G.

Season for a surprise? 
Last season, long before the debacle of

Barcelona’s 8-2 humiliation against Bayern in
Lisbon, Messi had let slip that “the way we are
right now I don’t think it’s enough to win the
Champions League”. They may still be nowhere
near good enough, but they and the continent’s
other super clubs are again aiming to stave off
the four-pronged assault from the Premier
League.

For all Barcelona’s current problems, they,
Bayern and Real Madrid have won eight of the
last 10 Champions Leagues between them, and
10 of the last 15. It is surely only a matter of time
before PSG and Manchester City get their hands
on the silverware they crave more than anything,
but if there is to be a surprise winner maybe this
is the year. The very biggest clubs have the
strongest squads, yet they are already complain-
ing about the punishing schedule in a season that
is more condensed than ever - the six rounds of
group games are being packed into eight weeks
up to early December.

Objective Istanbul 
Last season’s competition finished nearly

three months behind schedule with a series of
one-off knockout ties behind closed doors in
Lisbon from the quarter-finals onwards. UEFA
does not envisage repeating that format, insisting
this season “will be played out in its entirety, in
its existing format with the final in Istanbul”. The
Turkish city was supposed to host last season’s
final before the pandemic forced a change of
plan. It remains to be seen if fans will be able to
flock from abroad to the banks of the Bosphorus
on May 29 next year.

That is still a long way off, but UEFA has
adapted its rules and regulations to try to limit
potential disruption caused by the pandemic,
including insisting games go ahead as long as
each team has at least 13 fit players including one
goalkeeper. Using neutral venues is a possibility
in the face of potential travel restrictions, while
European football’s governing body has decreed
that, even if there are postponements, the group
stage will not go on beyond January 28.

Something else facing disruption is the prize
pot. UEFA has not made the amount of its prize
money public but a reduction from last season
seems inevitable due to the economic downturn.
Then the pot amounted to a fraction over two
billion euros ($2.3 billion) for the Champions
League and Super Cup. Bayern were able to
pocket almost 87 million euros for their winning
run. To that they could add another 35 million
euros from their coefficient ranking, with more
on top from broadcasters. It is those riches that
the biggest clubs come for, and Bayern will take
some stopping again.—AFP

JOHANNESBURG: South African coach Pitso
Mosimane finally achieved an away victory over
his bogey club, Wydad Casablanca, as Al Ahly
won a CAF Champions League semi-final first
leg 2-0 Saturday. Mohamed ‘Afsha’ Magdy gave
the Egyptian team a fourth-minute lead and Ali
Maaloul increased it by converting a second-
half penalty after the Moroccan side missed a
spot-kick.   

The result virtually assures record eight-time
African champions Ahly of a place in the final on
November 6 against Cairo neighbours Zamalek or
Raja Casablanca. Raja host Zamalek Sunday in the
first leg of the second semi-final at the same
Casablanca stadium where Ahly triumphed more

comfortably than expected. It was the first home
defeat for Wydad in 27 Champions League match-
es as Ahly avenged losing to the Moroccan outfit
in the 2017 final. Mosimane quit Pretoria club
Melodial Sundowns last month to become the first
sub-Saharan African coach of 113-year-old Ahly.

The move offered him a chance to end the
Wydad jinx as he took Sundowns to Casablanca
four times in three Champions League seasons
from 2017 and they lost each time. The South
African inherited the most demanding club coach-
ing post in Africa when Swiss Rene Weiler failed to
agree terms for a renewal of his one-year contract.
Mosimane succeeded in style as Ahly bossed the
first leg and sharper finishing would have given

them a more decisive victory in a spectator-less
match owing to the coronavirus. 

‘Special victory’ 
“This is a special victory for the players, techni-

cal staff, officials, employees and supporters of Al
Ahly,” the South African said. “We travelled to
Morocco full of respect for Wydad because they
have won this competition twice and rarely lose at
home, either in domestic or CAF competitions.
“Scoring so early was a perfect start for us and
Mohamed (El Shena wy) did brilliantly to save a
penalty. “When we were awarded a penalty I had
great faith in Ali (Maaloul) because he is so cool,
confident and skilful when it comes to scoring from

the spot. “Football is a funny game and we dare not
take anything for granted despite this wonderful
result. It is half-time in the semi-final and we hold a
two-goal advantage.”

A blunder by Yahya Jabrane allowed ‘Afsha’ to
put Ahly ahead and when the Moroccan handled,
Maaloul scored from the 62nd-minute penalty.
Wydad squandered a chance to equalize just
before half-time when El Shenawy saved a Badie
Aouk penalty, and also a follow-up shot when
the bal l  ran loose . Al though Ahly have an
unmatched record in the Champions League, the
Cairo Red Devils have not lifted the trophy since
defeating Orlando Pirates of South Africa in the
2013 final. —AFP

Al Ahly win CAF Champions League semi-final first leg 2-0

Mosimane ends Wydad jinx 
as Ahly triumph in Morocco

Bayern thump Arminia;
Wolfsburg chalked up 
a 4th successive draw
BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski and Thomas Mueller
both scored twice as Bayern Munich banished their
early-season blues with a thumping 4-1 win over
Bundesliga minnows Arminia Bielefeld on Saturday
after a “crazy” first half. Treble winners Bayern started
the day in mid-table following a shock defeat to
Hoffenheim last month, but victory in Bielefeld was
enough to propel them back up to second place. The
champions burst out of the blocks and had an early
penalty appeal turned down before Mueller bundled in
the opener on eight minutes. 

Lewandowski doubled the lead shortly afterwards,
smashing the ball in from the edge of the area after a
sharp cross from Leon Goretzka. The Poland striker
linked up with Mueller to make it 3-0 just before half-
time, and returned the favor after the break with a pin-
point cross to set up Mueller’s second.  “The first 45
minutes were crazy, we played really well. We knew
that the first game after the international break would
be really important,” Lewandowski told Sky.

Japan winger Ritsu Doan then pulled one back for
Bielefeld on the break, the PSV Eindhoven loanee net-
ting his first Bundesliga goal since moving to Germany
in the summer. Yet despite a late red card for Corentin
Tolisso, Bayern were untroubled in the final stages and
can now turn their attention to Wednesday’s
Champions League opener against Atletico Madrid.
Hansi Flick’s side now sit level on points with third-
placed Borussia Dortmund, who snatched a late 1-0
win at Hoffenheim earlier on Saturday. 

‘Hectic schedule’ 
Dortmund, who like Bayern had already lost one

game this season, looked set to drop further points
before Erling Haaland and Marco Reus came off the
bench in the second half to breathe new life into a
blunt performance. Haaland, 20, surged forward on the
break to set up Reus with a tap-in and snatch
Dortmund’s first away victory over Hoffenheim in eight
years. “They’ve always made it difficult for us here in

recent years. We didn’t have many good chances in the
first half and we knew we needed to create more in the
second half,” the goalscorer told Sky. 

Haaland was initially rested after he played three
times for Norway in the previous two weeks, prompt-
ing criticism of the busy international schedule. “At
Dortmund, we are used to having a lot of midweek
games at this stage of the season. The schedule is a bit
more hectic this year, so we have to look after our-
selves,” said Reus, after slotting Haaland’s square pass
into the open net to score his first goal since February.

Dortmund and Bayern now sit one point behind
league leaders RB Leipzig, who held onto top spot
with a 2-0 win against surprise high-fliers Augsburg.
Angelino headed Leipzig in front on the stroke of half-
time to score his second goal in two games, before
Yussuf Poulsen doubled the lead with a sumptuous

volley on 66 minutes. “These are the games you need
to win if you want to land in the top four,” Leipzig
coach Julian Nagelsmann told Sky. Elsewhere, Lucas
Alario’s first half header sealed a 1-0 win for Bayer
Leverkusen and extended second-from-bottom
Mainz’s miserable run to four defeats in four games.

Promoted side Stuttgart continued their good start to
the season, as Marc-Oliver Kempf and Gonzalo Castro
fired them to a 2-0 win away to Hertha Berlin, while
Werder Bremen held Freiburg to a 1-1 draw in the south
west. Freiburg took the lead early on through Philipp
Lienhart and had a second goal ruled out for offside
before Bremen’s Niclas Fuellkrug leveled the scores from
the penalty spot. In Saturday’s late game, Wolfsburg
chalked up a fourth successive draw away to Borussia
Moenchengladbach, as Wout Weghorst struck late to
cancel out Jonas Hofmann’s second-half penalty.  —AFP

Stunning Clarke leads 
All Blacks to emphatic 
win over Wallabies
AUCKLAND: Wing Caleb Clarke enjoyed a storming
first Test start as an aggressive All Blacks downed
Australia 27-7 with a rollicking second half in Auckland
yesterday to answer their critics after last week’s draw.
After the dramatic, 16-16 Bledisloe Cup series opener,
the All Blacks led 10-7 at half-time and scored three
quick tries after the restart as they piled on 17 unan-
swered points in the second period. Bruising wing
Clarke, who had the crowd on the edge of their seats
every time he touched the ball, skittled defenders and
evoked memories of Jonah Lomu as the All Blacks
played with a renewed physical presence and cohesion.

It was the seventh time in the past 13 years that
the three-times world champions have started the
annual Bledisloe Cup series with a loss or a draw and
immediately bounced back. “It was tough, but we’re
so damn happy,” said All Blacks captain Sam Cane.
“There was a lot of pressure this week for a relative-
ly new squad in a lot of ways and I’m really proud of
the way we stuck to our plan. “We worked really,
really hard and in the end we managed to break
them.” The four-tries-to-one victory extended the

All Blacks’ impressive record at Eden Park, where
they have not lost in 44 Tests since 1994 and where
Australia have not won since 1986. 

They now need to win only one of the two remain-
ing games in the Bledisloe Cup series, which will be
played in Australia as part of the upcoming Tri-Nations
tournament, to retain the trophy they have held since
2003. “They were better this week, they raised the bar
and got ahead of us,” said Australia captain Michael
Hooper. “We’ll go back home now, getting a couple of
days off and regroup. You know, we’re building. A hit
to the confidence a bit today, but we’ll go again.”

Shoving match 
After being bullied at the breakdown in the first

Test, there was added steel to the All Blacks pack with
the inclusion of Dane Coles and the tension was evi-
dent from the start when almost all 30 players joined in
a shoving match between Coles and Taniela Tupou. 

When the dust settled, it was constant Wallabies
attack for most of the first quarter until a carving run
by fullback Beauden Barrett put the All Blacks deep in
Australian territory, where fly-half Richie Mo’unga
opened the scoring with a handy penalty.  Barrett, Sam
Cane and Aaron Smith were frequently able to high-
light frailties in the Wallabies defensive wall and within
five minutes of Mo’unga’s penalty they had the All
Blacks back on attack where Smith darted around a
ruck to score from close range. 

Ned Hanigan, wearing gold for the first time in two

years, set up the Wallabies’ try with a strong run up to
the line, creating a huge overlap which saw Marika
Koroibete finish off the move unopposed.  But when
play resumed in the second half it was a three-try All
Blacks blitz in the opening 13 minutes as Jordie Barrett,
Ardie Savea and Sam Cane crossed the line in quick
succession. Savea’s try was off a blockbusting run by
Clarke, 21, starting for the first time after coming off
the bench last week, as he brushed off would-be tack-
lers in a 30-metre run. —AFP

BIELEFELD: Arminia Bielefeld’s goalkeeper Stefan Ortega (2nd right) jumps for the ball during the German
first division Bundesliga football match between DSC Arminia Bielefeld and FC Bayern Munich on October
17, 2020. —AFP

AUCKLAND: New Zealand’s Hoskins Sotutu (left) tack-
les Australia’s Tomas Banks during the second
Bledisloe Cup rugby union match between New
Zealand and Australia in Auckland yesterday. —AFP

Barcelona, Real 
Madrid both lose 
ahead of Clasico
MADRID: Real Madrid and Barcelona will each head into
the Clasico next weekend on the back of a defeat after La
Liga’s two title favourites were punished for slack per-
formances on Saturday. Zinedine Zidane made four substi-
tutions at half-time but could not spark a lethargic Madrid
into life as his team fell 1-0 at home to newly-promoted
Cadiz. Then two hours later on the opposite side of the
city, Ronald Koeman tasted his first competitive loss as
coach of Barcelona as they followed Madrid’s example by
being beaten 1-0 by Getafe at the Coliseum Alfonso Perez.

Madrid’s was perhaps the more concerning display, the
reigning champions managing just two shots on target
against Cadiz, who could have scored more after Anthony
Lozano’s early strike. But Barca were not much better, with
Lionel Messi strangely quiet and the team failing to
rebound after Jaime Mata’s penalty gave Getafe the lead in
the second half. For Madrid, there was an injury concern
too as Sergio Ramos spent the second half in the stands
with ice strapped around his left knee. 

Madrid said the injury was not serious but it puts in
doubt Ramos’ involvement in their first Champions League
game against Shakhtar Donetsk on Wednesday, as well the
Clasico three days later. “Hopefully it’s minor, said Zidane.
“Tomorrow we’ll see what he has done.” A prolonged
absence for Ramos would cap a deflating night for the
champions, whose dreary display certainly hands an early
boost to their title rivals. Even if Barcelona were unable to
capitalise, Atletico Madrid had earlier beaten Celta Vigo
2-0, with Luis Suarez opening the scoring at Balaidos.

‘No excuses’ 
“There is no explanation,” said Zidane. “If they scored

two or three goals in the first half, we couldn’t have com-
plained. There are no excuses.” This is Cadiz’s first sea-
son in the top flight in 14 years and their first victory over
Real Madrid in 29. Their reward is second place in the
table, denied top spot by their opponents only due to
goal difference. Isco, Luka Modric and Lucas Vazquez
were the other three players to be hauled off by Zidane,
who was reacting to a particularly poor display from his
side in the first half. 

Eder Militao, Casemiro, Fede Valverde and Marco
Asensio came on while a surprised-looking Toni Kroos also
departed in the second period, replaced by Luka Jovic. But
Cadiz could have been three up in the first quarter of an
hour as Ramos prevented Alvaro Negredo’s finish from

rolling in before Negredo created the opener. His cush-
ioned header put through Lozano, who skipped beyond
Madrid’s sleepy defense and poked over the onrushing
Thibaut Courtois.  Madrid might have equalized in the sec-
ond half as Vinicius Junior headed wide of an open goal
and Karim Benzema rattled the crossbar with a long-range
shot. But Cadiz were not overly troubled. —AFP

GETAFE: Barcelona’s Spanish midfielder Ansu Fati (left)
shoots during the Spanish League football match
between Getafe and Barcelona at the Coliseum Alfonso
Perez stadium in Getafe on October 17, 2020. —AFP


