
LOS ANGELES: The Tampa Bay Rays punched
their ticket to their second World Series in franchise
history with a 4-2 win over the Houston Astros in a
decisive game seven of the American League
Championship Series on Saturday. Rookie Randy
Arozarena clubbed a two-run homer in the first inning
and Charlie Morton worked 5 2/3 solid innings for the
Rays, who won the series 4-3 and await the winner of
the Los Angeles Dodgers and Atlanta Braves clash
which is also headed to a game seven on Sunday.

Arozarena belted a two-run homer in the first
inning and now has seven homers in the postseason,
matching his total from the regular season. He was
named the MVP of the ALCS as the Rays celebrated
their victory on the field at Petco Park in San Diego.
“He is the best player on the planet. It’s incredible,”
said Rays outfielder Kevin Kiermaier of Arozarena.
Mike Zunino also slugged an early home run as the
Rays salvaged their season and recovered from the
shock of being in a winner-take-all showdown after
cruising to victories in the first three games then los-
ing three straight. 

“Every night we have a different hero. Except for
Randy Arozarena. He’s the hero every night,” said
Rays Austin Meadows. The Rays’ win prevented the
Astros from becoming just the second team in Major
League Baseball history to storm back from a 3-0
deficit. Tampa Bay reached the World Series in 2008
before losing to the Philadelphia Phillies. Rays starter
Morton allowed just two hits, struck out six batters
and walked one against the Astros. 

Houston ace Lance McCullers struck out seven

but allowed four hits, three runs and two home runs
in just 3 2/3 innings of work. Following a tumultuous
offseason and a regular season in which they under-
performed, the Astros regrouped in the postseason.
Their 2017 World Series championship lost much of
its luster after a MLB probe found Houston illegally
stole opponents’ signs that year. “This group of guys
is so special, the way we fought back from adversity,”
said Astros shortstop Carlos Correa on Saturday.

Dodgers ‘very comfortable’ 
In the NLCS, the Dodgers used another first-

inning scoring burst to stay alive in the playoffs,
beating the Braves 3-1 to force a decisive game. The
Dodgers are one win from advancing to their third
World Series appearance in four years after pulling
level at 3-3 in the best-of-seven series. Game seven
is in the neutral site of Arlington, Texas with a limited
number of spectators allowed to attend because of
the coronavirus pandemic. “Our team is feeling very
comfortable,” said Dodgers starting pitcher Walker
Buehler. “I expect the same feeling tomorrow.”

Corey Seager and Justin Turner hit consecutive
home runs for the Dodgers, who trailed 2-0 and 3-1
in the series but will now play a game seven to keep
their bid to win their first World Series title since
1988 alive.  Seager slammed his fifth home run of the
series and Turner launched a 418-foot shot to centre-
field as the Dodgers long-ball hitters once again took
a jackhammer to the Braves’ starting pitcher with
three runs in the opening inning. The Dodgers scored
11 runs in the first inning of game three en route to a

crushing 15-3 victory.
“You have to give credit where credit is due,”

Braves manager Brian Snitker said. “They have really
good pitchers over there. They bring guys out of the
bullpen with 100-mph sinkers. That’s hard to get
ahold of. They have experienced guys. “Sometimes

you get on rolls and you get in those situations and
guys are getting big hits, and sometimes they aren’t.”
Buehler worked six superb shutout innings, allowing
seven hits and striking out six batters. He allowed no
walks. Buehler didn’t mind being pulled from the
game after the sixth inning. — AFP 
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A participant performs during the Red Bull Box Cart Race in Tokyo, Japan. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com 

Arozarena named MVP as 
Rays reach World Series

Dodgers force game seven

ARLINGTON: Enrique Hernandez #14 of the Los Angeles Dodgers attempts to throw out the runner against the
Atlanta Braves during the second inning in Game Six of the National League Championship Series at Globe
Life Field on October 17, 2020. — AFP 

Lopez stuns
Lomachenko in a
unification title fight
LOS ANGELES: Unbeaten Teofimo Lopez upset
Vasiliy Lomachenko by a unanimous decision on
Saturday to become the undisputed world light-
weight champion in Las Vegas. Lopez defended his
135-pound IBF lightweight title and seized the
WBC, WBO and WBA belts from Ukraine’s
Lomachenko who suffered his first loss in six years.
“I am ready to take over the world,” said Lopez,
who won by scores of 119-109, 117-111 and 116-112.
Lopez, 16-0 with 12 knockouts, became the light-
weight king in a fight that appeared to be closer
than the lopsided judges’ scorecards indicated at
the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino.

In the biggest fight of his career, Lopez, of the
US, dominated the first half before Lomachenko
came storming back in the later rounds to set the
stage for a thrilling final round. At 23, Lopez is the
youngest fighter to become a four belt undisputed
champion. He did it in an empty MGM arena where
spectators were banned because of the coronavirus
pandemic.  Lopez received a nasty cut over the
right eye from an accidental head butt in the final
round but was able to continue.

Lomachenko, defending for the fourth time the
title he took from Venezuelan Jorge Linares in 2018,
bristled at the decision and immediately left the ring
after the scores were announced. “I think I won the
fight,” said Lomachenko. “But I am not going to
argue it now. “In the first half of the fight he won
more rounds. In the second half I took it over. I don’t
agree with the scorecards. “ Lomachenko is an
unusually slow starter and that was the case once
again on Saturday. He didn’t start landing meaningful
combinations until the seventh or eighth round which
left him with a huge hole to climb out of. — AFP 

GDYNIA: Kenyan Peres Jepchirchir low-
ered her own world record for an all-
women’s half marathon at the world champi-
onships in Gdynia on Saturday but serial
record-breaker Joshua Cheptegei missed
out on a medal in the men’s race. The 27-
year-old Jepchirchir, who also won world
half marathon gold in 2016, produced a final
sprint to take the women’s title in 1hr 5min
16sec. That bettered the previous best set
by Jepchirchir herself in Prague on
September 5 of 1hr 5min 34sec.

“It’s unbelievable,” said Jepchirchir. “My
goal was to win this race. I did not expect
that I would beat the world record, but I
realized that it could happen when we
passed 20km. “It was a little bit windy, but
the course was good for me.” She came
home just two seconds clear of Germany’s
Melat Yisak Kejeta, who smashed the
European women-only record to take silver
in 1hr 5min 18secs, with Ethiopia’s Yalemzerf
Yehualaw a further second behind.

On a cold and windy morning, a group of
favorites broke away early during the four-
lap race but three of them suffered falls to
disappear from contention. Defending
champion Netsanet Gudeta’s race almost
came to an abrupt stop as the leaders took a
90-degree turn on to the seafront, the
defending champion taking a fall and losing
several seconds to the leaders. It was a gap
she would never close, the Ethiopian slip-
ping farther behind during the third lap.

Turkey’s Yasemin Can led a group of sev-
en through 10km in 30mins 47sec after
which Jepchirchir began to take control. The

Ethiopian Ababel Yeshaneh, world record
holder in a mixed race (1hr 4min 31sec), then
tangled with Joyciline Jepkosgei and both
crashed to the ground, leaving Jepchirchir,
Kejeta and Yehualaw to battle it out in the
final sprint.

Cheptegei disappointment 
Jacob Kiplimo took the men’s race in a

new championship record of 58min 49sec
but his Ugandan compatriot Cheptegei, the
favorite for the title, could only finish fourth.
Kiplimo, who turns 20 next month, had nev-
er raced the 21.1km distance before but he
showed nerves of steel as he and the
Kenyan Kibiwott Kandie broke away from

the leading pack after the 15km mark. The
2017 world junior cross champion then
pushed clear in the last few meters to edge
Kandie by five seconds and secure his first
major title. The Ethiopian Amedework
Walelegn took bronze, coming in another 14
seconds behind.

Cheptegei finished fourth in 59min 21sec,
over half a minute behind Kiplimo, a rare
disappointment for an athlete who has lit up
a truncated 2020 season. “I couldn’t give
more than that,” said Cheptegei, who set a
world 10,000m record in Valencia just 10
days ago. “I have been training more for
5000m and 10,000m so I was not well pre-
pared for it, but I’m very happy-running a
sub-60 (minute) is really special for me. “My
body was really going very well but I dis-
covered I still had some fatigue in the legs.”
The 24-year-old had only made three out-
ings this year but each time had broken a
world record.  — AFP 

Doyle, Marquand 
keep romance 
on track

LONDON: Hollie Doyle is the “boss”,
according to boyfriend and fellow
jockey Tom Marquand, but as far as
she is concerned, he is “the romantic”.
However, on Saturday, honors were
shared at British Champions Day at
Ascot. Doyle had gone 2-0 up after the
first two races-including her first
Group One success on Glen Shiel in
The Sprint. However, Marquand, 22
and two years younger than Doyle,
fought back to level at 2-2 in the fea-
ture race, the Champion Stakes, on
Addeybb, and then the last with Doyle
finishing second.

“It is ridiculous. How could you
write that?” said Marquand. “It will be
a happy house tonight. We are so lucky
to be with each other since I was 14.”
Marquand generously conceded that
Doyle had carried the day but he has
got used to it. For in his first competi-
tive ride in a pony race he had to
watch as his mount got stuck in the
mud and Doyle won the contest. Doyle
hails from a horse racing family-her
Irish father is a former jockey and her
mother rode in Arab races-whilst
Marquand’s was more centered around
horsepower and car racing.

Such was Marquand’s passion for
riding he struck a deal with his father
Richard when he said he wanted to
take the family and go on a two year
sailing trip. “I said I would do it pro-

vided I could ride at every place we
stopped,” Marquand told The Times
this week. “And I did everywhere bar
Morocco, I rode a Shetland pony in
Corsica, an Arab Stallion up in the
mountains in Sardinia and a huge big
horse on the sands near Almeria.”
Those experiences served him well
and he was crowned champion
apprentice in 2015.

Doyle took a bit longer to earn her
spurs on the racecourse but 116 win-
ners last year and bettering that this
week-a record for a female jockey in
Britain-confirmed her meteoric rise.
This season has also seen her win for
the first time at Royal Ascot with her
maiden success at group level coming
at Newmarket.

‘Pass as children’ 
Doyle, though, is more pleased by

one thing than any other. “I am really
happy at people seeing me as a jockey
not a female jockey,” she said. She is
presently fourth in the jockeys’ cham-
pionship as the season nears its climax
and inevitably questions arise as to
whether she could actually win it some
time in the future. “To be champion
jockey would be an absolute dream,
but we will see how it goes,” she said.
“I am in fourth in the table at the
minute and I can’t really do any more
than I am doing. “I think people some-
times think jockeys sit back and think ‘I
might try and be champion this year’,
but realistically most of us are trying as
hard as we can all year round.”
Success has not gone to the heads of
the couple. “She was recognized by a
taxi driver the other day!” joked
Marquand. — AFP 

New record for Jepchirchir 
but Cheptegei misses out 

GDYNIA: Peres Jepchirchir of Kenya beats the World Record (1:05:16) and wins the
women’s race of the 2020 IAAF World Half Marathon Championships in Gdynia, Poland
on October 17, 2020. — AFP 


