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Kuwait condemns
France stabbing 
KUWAIT: An official source
at the Kuwaiti Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on Saturday
emphatically condemned and
denounced a recent terrorist
stabbing incident in a Paris
suburb, in which a French cit-
izen was killed. “This crime is
deemed a blatant breach of
all religious and human val-
ues,” the source said in a
statement. The source added that Kuwait stands
by France in all its measures to safeguard its secu-
rity and to ensure the safety of its citizens, while
voicing sincere condolence and sympathy with the
victim’s family. — KUNA

Kuwaitis in France
urged to stay home
during curfew hours
PARIS: Kuwait called on its nationals in France on
Saturday to fully comply with COVID-19 safety
measures, namely a night-morning curfew.
Authorities in France implemented a 9pm-6am cur-
few as of Saturday night in several regions and
cities across the country, Kuwait’s embassy in Paris
warned in a statement. These include the likes of
Ile-de-France, a region which includes the capital,
Grenoble, Lille, Lyon, Aix-en-Provence, Marseille,
Montpelier, Rouen, Toulouse and Saint Etienne.
Kuwaiti nationals were urged to stay indoors during
curfew hours and contact the embassy in the event
of an emergency at these numbers: 425-235-147-
0033834-673-670-0033. On Wednesday, French
President Emmanuel Macron introduced strict
measures to combat the spread of the coronavirus,
namely the curfew along with a public health emer-
gency across most parts of the country. — KUNA

Imust start by thanking Allah Almighty for
being still alive on the face of this earth and
still being able to hold a pen and move it to

form words next to each other and come out with
sentences that you read. No my friends, I am not
a coronavirus survivor as I did not catch it - at
least not yet - and I pray to God to spare me the
agony. In fact I am a street wars survivor!

I was driving in Salmiya when all of a sudden a
speeding car cut in front of me. The driver then hit
the brakes to avoid running a red light. All the
while I was doing my best to avoid colliding with
him. And as if this was not enough, the driver
came to me to give me advice to pay attention
and be careful, saying: “You have eyes, use them!” 

His comment made me wonder what mistake I
made and I thought about it for a while. But
believe me I was not speeding, I did not change
lanes dangerously and I was respecting the lanes
to the letter of the law! Anyhow, my response was
a smile, and I told him to please do the same.

Another day, I was driving on a major highway
at the speed limit of 120 km/hr when someone
driving at very high speed forced me and others
to move to the right-hand lanes. But he himself
moved right and exited, and almost created a
tragedy as he was about to hit a motorcycle.
Believe me, we were scrambling on the road like
panicked rabbits to avoid hitting each other
because of the actions of one driver.

It is unfortunate that this behavior can be seen
in various areas by drivers of different age groups
and backgrounds. I know the traffic dilemma has
been constantly on the minds of concerned offi-
cials over the years, and many solutions were
implemented. Some worked well and others were
not so successful, but here I am speaking to my
fellow motorists.

I drive a lot during the week and cover vast
areas of Kuwait. I see various driving habits and
behaviors on the streets, and I do insist that a sig-
nificant percentage of the problem is our behavior,
and if we follow the rules and respect the rights of
others on the road, the problem will not be as bad.

I am saying this out of practical experience -
there is a roundabout close to where I live and
traffic is always congested there because the
majority of drivers act as if each owns the road.
But when traffic patrols come there and stay for a
while, traffic moves smoothly and things become
fine! So let us all cooperate with each other, fol-
low the rules and help authorities to make things
easier. It is in our hands, and yes we can do it! Yes
we can. 

PS: I am not a perfect driver, of course, but I
try my best - I try hard and courtesy is always on
my mind!

The traffic dilemma

local@kuwaittimes.com

By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my viewKuwait’s tent business
hit hard by COVID-19
Spring camps canceled as preventive measure against disease

Kuwait’s COVID-19
death toll up to
701; seven in one day
KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported seven deaths
due to COVID-19 and 663 new infections. The figures
took the country’s death toll up to 701 and the case-
load to 116,146, health ministry data showed.
According to ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad, the number of people hospitalized with the
virus stands at 7,585; 138 of whom in intensive care
units. Dr Sanad added that 4,959 swab tests were
conducted in the past 24 hours, with a total of 828,165
so far. Meanwhile, some 752 people recovered from
the virus in the last 24 hours to raise the total to
107,860, the ministry said. Urging the public to be
mindful of health precautions, Dr Sanad said following
social distancing measures is of the most important
means to curb the spread of the virus. — KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The Cabinet has banned camping in the
desert and pitching tents outside residential homes as
part of measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Kuwait Times spoke to owners of tent businesses,
who said they respect the decision of the Cabinet
amid the prevailing circumstances. 

“Of course we are sad that we cannot take advan-
tage of the spring season or busy winter days. That
is why we are not making many prefabricated tents
this time. Our business is down this season by almost
70 percent,” said Yasser Ali, a Pakistani co-owner of
a tent shop at the tent market in Rai near the Friday
Market. Ali said business hasn’t recovered since they
reopened in July after the lockdown. “We cut our
staff and I only have one assistant now. I allowed my
workers to transfer to other jobs. I know we cannot
rely on the income from the shop now - very few
customers are coming to make tents or order mate-
rial for tents,” he said. 

“Normally our services include everything - from
setting up tents to the materials needed for tents.
Some Kuwaitis like to have a tent in their backyards -
those are the few customers we’ve got. But they are
few and we have many shops here,” Ali said.

“I have been working here for the past 12 years,
and this is the only time as far as I can remember that
business is this slow. I am praying for a miracle,
because if there are no changes in the coming two
months or so, I am planning to go back home to
Islamabad and try my luck in business there,” Ali said.

While Ali was speaking with Kuwait Times, a cus-
tomer dropped by looking for an awning for his villa,
but when he learned the price, he left without buying
anything. “That is the problem now - they want cheap
prices in the middle of the pandemic. They know we
do not have any sales, and when you tell them your
price, they will try their best to reduce it to a ridicu-
lous amount. We cannot give away our products - we
need money to pay the salaries of our workers and at
least eat,” he said.

KUWAIT: Tent makers are seen inside their shop at the tent market in Rai. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

IWG holds
2nd executive
board meeting
KUWAIT: The Executive Board of the
International Women’s Group held its second meet-
ing for the year 2020-2021 on Tuesday, October 13,
2020, at the residence of Ambreen Mustafa, the

group’s president and wife of the Pakistani
Ambassador. This meeting was an opportunity to
exchange views and discuss several matters related
to the activities on this year’s agenda. One of the
main topics discussed was finalizing the launch of
IWG’s new website; aimed at sharing the group’s
news and activities with its members, and also
introducing a new generation of ladies to the 30-
year history of the International Women’s Group
through photos, videos, links and posts. To com-
memorate the launch, The Crown Plaza Hotel
designed a specially prepared cake with the dis-
tinctive IWG blue and white logo for the meeting.

KUWAIT: The Green Environmental Hands Team organized a blood donation drive in memory of the late Amir His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at the Kuwait Central Blood Bank yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


