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Kuwait Amir’s envoy delivers 
letters to Saudi King, Crown Prince

RIYADH: Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah delivers to Saudi 
minister of state Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahad Al Saud a letter from 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. — Amiri Diwan photo

RIYADH: Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, the envoy of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
handed a written message yesterday from the 
Amir to a senior Saudi official; addressed to Saudi 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. Sheikh 
Mohammad, also the Minister of the Amiri Diwan 
Affairs, handed another letter to the Saudi senior 
official from His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
addressed to the Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz. 

Contents of the two letters tackled the good 
brotherly relations between the two countries, 
means of boosting the ties at various levels, issues 
of common concern and latest developments on the 
regional and international arenas. The representa-
tive of His Highness the Amir handed the two letters 
in person to Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahad 
Al Saud, the cabinet member and minister of state 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. — KUNA

Foreign Minister receives 
Thai envoy’s credentials

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah 
receives the credentials of Thailand’s new Ambassador to Kuwait Rut 
Thammamongkol. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-
Sabah received yesterday Rut 
Thammamongkol who presented a 
copy of his credentials as Thailand’s 
new Ambassador to Kuwait. Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad wished the new envoy best 
of luck in his new tenure, and for rela-

tions to further progress and prosper, 
a foreign ministry statement said. 
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for 
Protocols Dhari Al-Ajran and deputy 
Assistant Foreign Minister for the 
Minister’s office Ahmad Al-Shuraim 
attended the meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Sudan’s Ambassador to Kuwait 
Abdulmunem Al-Ameen praised the 
humanitarian aid Kuwait offers to coun-
tries in need, especially the efforts it exert-
ed lately in Sudan. In a meeting between 
the diplomat and Kuwait Red Crescent 
Society (KRCS) Chairman Dr Hilal Al-
Sayer yesterday, he expressed his deepest 
thanks to the medical and relief aid Kuwait 
offered lately to Sudan through KRCS. 
Ameen praised the “deep-rooted and his-
toric” relations between Kuwait and 
Sudan. 

Dr Sayer said that KRCS is always 
ready to consider any service for people in 
need in Sudan, in coordination with 
Sudan’s Red Crescent, endorsing the dis-
tinguished ties between both nations. All 
humanitarian aid offered to Sudan come in 
response to the instructions of the Kuwaiti 
political leadership to offer rapid rescue to 

people in need all over the globe. Since the 
outbreak of Sudan’s floods, KRCS rushed 
to offer urgent aid, sending airplanes 
loaded with food, medications, and tents to 

the damaged regions. Dr Sayer also during 
the meeting explained all forms of humani-
tarian aid offered by the society inside 
Kuwait and abroad. — KUNA

Sudan praises 
Kuwait’s 
humanitarian 
initiatives

KUWAIT: Sudan’s Ambassador to Kuwait Abdulmunem Al-Ameen meets Kuwait Red 
Crescent Society (KRCS) Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer.  — KUNA

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah meets Saudi minister of 
state Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahad Al Saud.
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Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem mean-

while invited lawmakers and the government for a 
shortened Assembly term to be held on Oct 20 to dis-
cuss a number of laws and issues. HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is expected to 
open the term. 

A number of opposition MPs at the weekend sub-
mitted a letter to the Assembly calling to debate 

amendments to the election law after the interior and 
defense panel failed to discuss the proposed amend-
ments. The letter said that since the concerned panel 
failed to do its job, the Assembly should debate the 
proposals directly and decide on them. The main 
amendment calls for changing the voting system by 
allowing voters to elect two candidates instead of one 
in the existing law. MPs claim that the one-vote sys-
tem introduced in late 2012 has harmed the demo-
cratic process in the country and should be amended. 

MP Saleh Ashour meanwhile called for a compre-
hensive solution to thousands of stateless people or 
bedoons living in the country. Any solution should 
focus on the humanitarian situation of the bedoons by 
providing them with jobs, healthcare and education 
among other things.

Health ministry 
says flu shots...
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 Constructive Diplomatic and Friendly 

Relations” at a White House ceremony on Sept 15, 
a document that fell short of a formal treaty. 

At a ceremony with Mnuchin before take-off, 
US Middle East envoy Avi Berkowitz said that 
Israel and Bahrain would sign a joint communique 
“bringing forward tourism and banking and diplo-
matic relations”. The two sides will be free to 
open embassies in each other’s countries, 
Berkowitz said, adding that an Israeli embassy in 
Manama could open within months. “I think the 
opportunity is way beyond just investments,” 
Mnuchin told reporters on the El Al flight. “It’s in 
technology, building various different businesses - 
and in the case of Bahrain as well, really expand-
ing the opportunities for them quite, quite, quite 
dramatically.” 

Israeli National Security Adviser Meir Ben-
Shabbat, speaking in Arabic at an arrival cere-
mony at Manama airport, said: “This is a great 
day ... We look forward, God willing, to hosting 
you in Israel soon.” Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Abdullatif Al-Zayani described the engagement 
and cooperation as “the most effective, the most 
sustainable means to bring about a genuine and 
lasting peace, one which safeguards the rights of 
the Middle East peoples.” 

Houda Nounoo, a Bahraini diplomat, told 
reporters the Gulf state planned to formally reopen 
Manama’s old synagogue, which has a Jewish com-
munity of 34 people, for the Purim festival on Feb. 
25. The signing of the declaration, however, drew 
anger among Bahrainis at home and abroad. The 
government of Bahrain has said the deal protects 
its interests from Iran. Bahrain, unlike the UAE, has 
a history of open politics and civil society move-
ments, although rights have been curtailed in the 
past decade. 

El Al Flight 973, a nod to Bahrain’s telephone 
code, flew over Saudi Arabia, an accommodation 
by the Gulf’s powerhouse, which has so far resisted 
US appeals to normalize ties with Israel. Mnuchin 
and the other US officials travel today to the UAE, 
where the accord with Israel has uncorked bilater-
al commerce. Tomorrow, the US dignitaries will 
join the UAE’s first delegation to Israel. 

Israel and the UAE will sign a deal tomorrow 
to allow 28 weekly commercial flights between 
Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion airport, Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, Israel’s Transportation Ministry said yes-
terday. Though less oil-rich than the UAE, Bahrain 
- host  to the U.S. Navy’s Fifth Fleet -  has 
geostrategic significance. A Sept 13 report by 
Israel’s Intelligence Ministry saw potential for 
defense cooperation with Bahrain, describing it as 
threatened by “Shiite political sedition, directed 
by Iran and its proxies”. A Bahraini source said a 
priority for Manama would be cybersecurity 
cooperation, after a decree issued by the king last 
week to set up a National Cybersecurity Centre, 
and tapping Israel’s ecosystem for business start-
ups. — Agencies 

Israel, Bahrain  
formalize...
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While some YouTube commenters have celebrat-

ed “Ahlan Bik”, others have condemned the song and 
Israeli-Emirati normalization, while calling for the 
creation of a Palestinian state. The song was written 
by Doron Medalie, who also wrote “Toy”, which won 
the 2018 Eurovision contest in Israel. The chorus - “I 

hear you friend far away, far away” - is repeated in 
the three languages, while the music video’s action 
pivots from Marziano dancing with friends in Israel 
to Aljasim in Dubai. 

Marziano said that peace was a common theme in 
Israeli music, which has regularly been in conflict 
with its neighbors since its founding in 1948. He said 
it was a “personal victory” to see young Israelis and 
Emiratis interacting online to discuss the song on his 
YouTube page, adding that he is planning a live con-
cert with Aljasim when the coronavirus pandemic 
ends. “I am very moved by the idea of singing this 
song, and others, on the same stage (with Aljasim),” 
Marziano said. - AFP  

Israeli-UAE  
joint song a...
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whole work is bordered in the traditional “Al-

Sadu” style of Bedouin decoration. “My aim is to 
remind the world of the centuries-old entente 
between the two nations,” Almalki said. 

The artist used approximately 4.5 kg of expired 
coffee granules to complete the painting, accord-
ing to the Guinness World Records statement. 
Almalki expressed hope that her accomplishment 
“will contribute to empowering the women in 
Saudi Arabia and beyond”. It is the first time a 
Saudi woman has achieved a record alone, 
Guinness World Records said, though others have 
taken part in previous attempts. In 2015, 8,264 
women came together in Riyadh to make the 
largest “human awareness ribbon”, to raise aware-
ness about breast cancer. — AFP 

Saudi woman  
makes largest...

MAKKAH: Saudi Arabia opened yesterday Islam’s 
holiest site for prayers for the first time in seven 
months, and expanded the umrah pilgrimage to 
accommodate 15,000 worshippers as it relaxed 
coronavirus curbs. Mask-clad Saudi citizens and 
residents of the kingdom were allowed to pray 
inside the Grand Mosque in the holy city of 
Makkah, amid what authorities called extensive 
health precautions. 

“Citizens and residents have performed salat Al-
Fajr (dawn prayers) at the Grand Mosque today as 
(authorities) start implementing the second phase of 
the gradual resumption of umrah,” the official Saudi 
Press Agency reported. 

Earlier this month, Saudi Arabia allowed up to 
6,000 citizens and residents per day to perform the 
umrah - a Muslim pilgrimage that can be undertak-
en at any time - after it was suspended in March 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Under the second 

stage that began yesterday, the number of umrah 
pilgrims was increased to 15,000 per day. A maxi-
mum of 40,000 people - including umrah pilgrims - 
will now be allowed to perform daily prayers at the 
mosque. 

Under a third stage, set for Nov 1, visitors from 
abroad will be permitted. The limit on umrah pil-
grims will then be raised to 20,000, with a total of 
60,000 worshippers allowed. A raft of precautions 
have been adopted, according to state media. The 
revered Black Stone in the Kaaba - which is cus-
tomary but not mandatory to touch during the pil-
grimage - will be out of reach. 

The Grand Mosque is to be sterilized before and 
after each group of worshippers. Thermal sensors 
have been installed to measure the body tempera-
ture of pilgrims, Makkah authorities said. The umrah 
usually attracts millions of Muslims from across the 
globe each year. Authorities said the umrah will be 
allowed to return to full capacity once the threat of 
the pandemic has abated. 

Saudi Arabia hosted the annual hajj pilgrimage in 
late July, on the smallest scale in modern history. 
Only up to 10,000 Muslim residents of the country 
were allowed to take part, a far cry from the 2.5 mil-
lion who participated last year. Saudi Arabia has 
recorded more than 342,000 cases of COVID-19 
and 5,185 deaths since the pandemic began. — AFP 

Saudi Arabia  
restarts prayers at  
Grand Mosque

MAKKAH: Saudis and expats perform Fajr prayers at the Grand Mosque for the first time after easing 
months-long COVID-19 restrictions. — AFP  


