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Health ministry says flu  
shots only for Kuwaitis 

Assembly panel approves amendments to law to cut expat numbers
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry announced that vac-
cinations for the winter season will be limited to 
Kuwaitis only at polyclinics for the time being, in 
light of the current circumstances amid the coron-
avirus pandemic. The health ministry has imported 
400,000 doses of vaccines and distributed more 
than 100,000 doses of influenza vaccines and 
70,000 doses of pneumonia vaccines to 34 clinics 
and vaccination centers around the country. 

The ministry said it administered around 
150,000 doses of flu vaccines and 75,000 doses of 

pneumonia vaccines last year, adding it is expecting 
an increase in the number of people seeking flu 
shots this year. The health ministry launched its sea-
sonal winter vaccination campaign against seasonal 
flu and pneumococcal pneumonia on Oct 15, with 
officials urging the public to get vaccinated at the 
nearest health center.  

After reports of crowding and long lines as peo-
ple rushed to health centers, there were calls on 
social media to limit flu shots to Kuwaitis only. But 
the latest decision by the ministry was met with 
outrage online, with a Kuwaiti doctor labeling the 
provision of healthcare based on nationality “one of 

the worst forms of racism”.  
Meanwhile, the National Assembly’s human 

resources development committee yesterday 
approved amendments to the population law pro-
posed by the government and MPs ahead of the 
debate in the Assembly tomorrow. Head of the com-
mittee MP Khalil Al-Saleh said the panel’s decision 
was unanimous, but he did not provide details of the 
amendments, which will be taken up for debate in 
the Assembly in the second reading of the law. 

The law was approved by the Assembly in the 
first reading about two weeks ago, but the 12 
Cabinet members present voted against the law. The 

law aims at reducing the number of expats in the 
country gradually over the next five years. It also 
wants the government to set a ceiling for the num-
ber of expats needed by the country and also calls 
for setting quotas of various expat communities. 

Local media said the government objected to two 
main points - it does not want the law to oblige the 
government to set a ceiling for expats and also 
objected to the proposed quota system. MP Saleh 
said the committee met last week with four ministers 
and 15 government agencies related to the popula-
tion issue and heard their viewpoints on the law. 
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Iran says arms embargo lifted 
 
TEHRAN: Iran said a longstanding UN 
embargo on arms sales to and from the Islamic 
republic expired yesterday in line with a 2015 
landmark nuclear deal with world powers from 
which Washington has withdrawn. As Tehran 
celebrated, however, Washington argued that 
arms sales to Iran would still violate UN reso-
lutions and threatened sanctions on anyone 
making such sales. Iran has hailed the expiry as 
a diplomatic victory over its arch enemy the 
US, leaving the way open to purchase weapons 
from Russia, China and elsewhere. —AFP 

Erekat taken to hospital  
 
JERICHO:  Chief 
Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat was tak-
en by ambulance to a 
hospital in Israel yes-
terday for treatment 
of a worsening case 
of COVID-19, the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organization said. 
Witnesses said Jerusalem-born Erekat, 65, 
was on a stretcher when he was placed inside 
an Israeli ambulance outside his home in 
Jericho, in the occupied West Bank. He was 
rushed to Jerusalem’s Hadassah Medical 
Center. There is heightened concern over 
Erekat’s vulnerability to the illness because he 
underwent a lung transplant in the United 
States in 2017. — Reuters 

Virus survives 9 hrs on skin  
 
TOKYO: The coronavirus remains active on 
human skin for nine hours, Japanese researchers 
have found, in a discovery they said showed the 
need for frequent hand washing to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The pathogen that causes 
the flu survives on human skin for about 1.8 
hours by comparison, said the study published 
this month in the Clinical Infectious Diseases 
journal. Both the coronavirus and the flu virus 
are inactivated within 15 seconds by applying 
ethanol, which is used in hand sanitizers. — AFP 

Prayers allowed in Grand Mosque  
 
CAIRO: Saudi Arabia allowed its citizens and 
residents inside the kingdom to perform prayers 
in one of the most holy religious sites in Islam, 
Al-Haram Mosque in Makkah, for the first time 
in seven months, state television reported early 
yesterday. Earlier this month, Saudi Arabia 
allowed citizens and residents to perform the 
umrah pilgrimage at Islam’s holiest sites, 
Makkah and Madinah, after a seven-month 
pause due to coronavirus concerns. — Reuters 

MUHARRAQ, Bahrain: Bahraini Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al-Zayani (center), Head of Israel’s National 
Security Council Meir Ben-Shabbat (right) and US Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin take part in a joint 
press conference at Bahrain International Airport yesterday. — AFP 

MANAMA: An Israeli delegation accompanied by 
the US treasury secretary arrived in Bahrain yester-
day to formalize nascent relations and broaden Gulf 
cooperation that Washington has promoted as an 
anti-Iran bulwark and potential economic bonanza. 
Bahrain followed the United Arab Emirates in agree-
ing last month to normalize ties with Israel, stunning 
Palestinians who had demanded statehood before 
any such regional rapprochement. 

The breakthrough, overseen by US President 
Donald Trump, is a foreign policy flourish ahead of 
his re-election bid next month. For the US allies, it is 
a chance to close ranks on Iran more overtly. The 
Israeli delegation, which flew on an El Al Israel 
Airlines charter flight from Ben Gurion airport in Tel 
Aviv, was accompanied by US Treasury Secretary 
Steve Mnuchin. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in 
public remarks to his cabinet, said the delegations 
would work on cooperation agreements and “estab-
lishing the peace treaty”. Israel and Bahrain signed 
a “Declaration of Peace, Cooperation, and 
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Israel, Bahrain  
formalize ties

GIV’AT SHMUEL: Israeli singer Elkana Marziano sings along with a video clip of a 
song on which he worked in collaboration with Emirati artist Walid Aljasim 
(image on screen) in his home in this central Israeli city on Oct 15, 2020. — AFP 

JEDDAH: A handout picture released by the Guinness World Records yesterday 
shows the world’s largest coffee painting by Saudi artist Ohud Abdullah Almalki 
depicting the founding fathers of Saudi Arabia and the UAE. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: The scene cuts from 
Dubai to Tel Aviv, the lyrics switch 
from Arabic to Hebrew to English and 
the song is a slightly kitsch electro-
pop duet by artists who, for now, 
remain apart. The normalization of ties 
between Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates has produced its first musi-
cal collaboration: “Ahlan Bik”, or 
“Hello you” in Arabic.  

“This is a historic moment,” said 
Israeli singer Elkana Marziano, whose 

duet with Emirati artist Walid Aljasim 
has clocked more than 1.1 million 
YouTube views since it was posted on 
Sept 30. Marziano, 28, is a former 
winner of Israel’s version of The 
Voice, a singing competition TV show, 
and an Arabic speaker influenced by 
the Mizrahi culture of Jews from the 
Arab world. 

He told AFP that he and Aljasim had 
collaborated over the Zoom video-
conferencing service, with some parts 
of the song recorded in Dubai and 
others in Israel. “The understanding 
was immediate,” Marziano said of the 
partnership. One online commentator, 
who posted under the name Shaked 
Sharon, said: “With this song, you feel 
the new Middle East.” 
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Israeli-UAE  
joint song a  
YouTube hit

JEDDAH: A Saudi artist has created 
the world’s “largest coffee painting”, 
becoming the first woman from the 
country to achieve a record title sin-
gle-handedly, the Guinness World 
Records announced yesterday. Ohud 
Abdullah Almalki used expired coffee 
to illustrate renowned leaders from the 
kingdom and the neighboring United 
Arab Emirates for the 220 sq m piece. 

“It took me 45 days of continuous 
work to complete, under the watchful 
eyes of two witnesses, video recording 
and drone footage,” Almalki said, 
according to a Guinness World 
Records statement. The artwork, titled 
“Naseej 1” (meaning “Woven 
Together”) was created in the Saudi 
city of Jeddah on a canvas of seven 
connected cloths. 

It features the founding fathers of 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE - the late 
King Abdul Aziz bin Saud and the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, 
respectively. Below them is a series of 
smaller portraits of other leaders from 
the two Gulf countries, while the  
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Saudi woman  
makes largest  
coffee painting

Saeb Erekat


