
MILAN: In a highly-anticipated first 
clash between two former stars of Italy 
and AC Milan now chasing coaching 
glory, Gennaro Gattuso’s Napoli test 
their ‘Scudetto’ ambitions at Andrea 
Pirlo’s Juventus on Sunday. Both won 
the 2006 World Cup for Italy and spent 
a decade as AC Milan teammates, win-
ning two Serie A titles and two 
Champions League crowns together. It 
is a clash which Inter Milan coach 
Antonio Conte can’t wait to see. “Juve v 
Napoli? I’ll enjoy watching it,” said 
Conte, who coached Pirlo as a player to 
the first three of Juventus’s current run 
of nine Serie A titles. 

“Napoli are underestimated a lot,” 
continued Conte. “They are an excellent 
team, they are among the favorites for 
the Scudetto. “They have a staff and a 
very good coach who will make life dif-
ficult for everyone.” Gattuso begins his 
second season on the Napoli bench 
having taken over from Carlo Ancelotti 

last December. The club finished sev-
enth but qualified for the Europa 
League after winning the Italian Cup, 
their first trophy in six years. 

Former Glasgow Rangers defensive 
midfielder Gattuso has been coaching 
since he hung up his boots in 2013, with 
the bulk of his footballing career spent 
at AC Milan. He had stints at Sion, 
Palermo, Crete and Pisa before return-
ing to Milan where he trained the youth 
team before coaching the first-team for 
18 months. The 42-year-old left Milan 
after the team missed the Champions 
League by just one point. 

By contrast, Pirlo, 41, had no coach-
ing experience before taking over from 
Maurizio Sarri, receiving his coaching 
diploma days before the season kicked 
off. “Well he’s stuck now! That’s the 
job,” quipped Gattuso on hearing Pirlo’s 
appointment. “He’s lucky to be starting 
at Juventus, but this profession is one 
where a great playing career is not 

enough. You have to study, to work 
hard, and you don’t get much sleep.” 

This season Gattuso has the ambi-
tious task of winning a first Serie A title 
since the days of Napoli legend Diego 
Maradona in 1990. Pirlo is counting on 
extending Juventus’s winning streak to 
10 consecutive Serie A titles. Napoli are 
top of the Italian league table after two 
games with a win over Parma, and a 6-0 
hammering of Genoa last time out. 

Pirlo’s Juventus is a team “under con-
struction”. They were held 2-2 by Roma 
last weekend.  

As Napoli sit equal on maximum 
points with Inter Milan, Atalanta, Hellas 
Verona and AC Milan, Juve have four 
points. Napoli are awaiting the results of 
a second round of coronavirus tests as 
last week’s opponents Genoa had 16 
positive tests this week, including 12 
players.  — AFP 
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AC Milan survive in Europa  
after marathon shootout 

PARIS: AC Milan avoided being eliminated in a 
preliminary round in Europe for the first time on 
Thursday by equalizing with a penalty in the last 
seconds of extra time and then winning a 24-kick 
shootout 9-8. The seven-times European champions 
trailed going into added time in extra time but Toni 
Borevkovic handled in the penalty area, earning his 
second yellow card and Hakan Calhanoglu convert-
ed from the spot to give Milan a 2-2 draw and set 
up an agonizing shootout. “You can’t win without 
suffering,” said Milan manager Stefano Pioli. 
Elsewhere, former European champions Red Star 
Belgrade, Celtic and PSV Eindhoven all advanced 
with away victories. 

Tottenham romped to a 7-2 victory over 
Maccabi Haifa, Granada, competing in Europe for 
the first time, won 3-1 in Malmo but Basel let in 

three goals in the last 18 minutes and lost 3-1 at 
home to CSKA Sofia while Bundesliga club 
Wolfsburg also blew a lead and went down 2-1 to 
AEK in Athens. In Northern Portugal, Belgian 
attacker Alexis Saelemaekers put Milan ahead with 
a low shot from the edge of the penalty area after 
51 minutes. Francisco Geraldes leveled after 71 min-
utes with a first-time shot. In the first minute of 
extra time, Gelson put the home team ahead.  

Milan had 24 strikes on goal but only leveled 
when Berokovic jumped to head a harmless lob, 
missed the ball and was struck on the arm. 
Calhanoglu drilled the spot kick in off the base of 
the post. Milan went first in the shootout. Both 
teams converted their first six attempts. In the next 
four rounds, Rio Ave spurned three chances to win; 
following a Milan miss with one of their own.  In that 

sequence, Nelson Monte hit both posts before his 
shot rolled away from goal, the two goalkeepers 
took consecutive kicks and both blasted over and 
Geraldes also hit a post. 

 
‘We were strong’ 

The sequence was broken when defender Simon 
Kjaer converted for the second time in the shootout 
and then Gianluigi Donnarumma hurled himself 
high to his right to push away Nuno Santos’ penal-
ty.  The Milan players celebrated with extraordi-
nary energy.  “It’s difficult to control emotions,” 
said Pioli. “We went from winning to losing in a 
moment and vice versa.”   

Milan were without a host of experienced play-
ers including Zlatan Ibrahimovic. “We were strong, 
especially mentally, with a very young team,” said 

Pioli.  In London, Harry Kane scored a hat-trick for 
the hosts. Giovani Lo Celso tripled his total of goals 
for the club with two in three minutes, Lucas Moura 
and Dele Alli, with his first goal since March, also 
scored. Celtic squeezed through 1-0 after Odsonne 
Edouard prodded home a rebound midway through 
the second half away to FK in Sarajevo. 

In Basel, the home team took the lead after 54 min-
utes when Arthur Cabral converted a penalty but 
Portuguese midfielder Tiago Rodrigues leveled after 
72 minutes and then put CSKA ahead in the 88th 
minute. Ahmed Ahmedov added a third deep into 
added time. In Athens, Swiss striker Adir Mehmedi 
gave Wolfsburg the lead in first-half stoppage time but 
Portuguese midfielder Andre Simoes  replied after 64 
minutes and Iranian attacker Karim Ansarifard hit the 
winner four minutes into added time.—AFP 

Tottenham romp to a 7-2 victory 

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (right) scores his team’s sixth goal, his third, during the UEFA Europa League qualifying round football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Maccabi Haifa at the 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium on October 1, 2020. — AFP 

Barca sign ‘fearless’ Dest  
 
MADRID: Barcelona have completed the signing 
of Ajax defender Sergino Dest, the clubs 
announced on Thursday.  The deal will include 
Barca paying 21 million euros for the 19-year-old, 
with a further five million euros in variables.  “The 
player will sign a contract for the next five seasons, 
through to the end of the 2024/25 season, with a 
buyout clause set at 400 million euros,” Barca 
added in a statement. Dest will offer competition at 
right-back after Nelson Semedo was sold to 
Wolves. He made 35 appearances for Ajax last sea-
son, after making his debut in July. The United 
States international becomes Barcelona’s fifth 
arrival of the transfer window, joining Miralem 
Pjanic, Trincao, Pedri and Matheus Fernandes in 
moving to Camp Nou.  — AFP

Controversial Marathon shoes  
 
LONDON: Kenyan duo Brigid Kosgei and Ruth 
Chepngetich will use controversial shoes worn by 
Eliud Kipchoge in the London Marathon on 
Sunday. Kenya’s Kipchoge broke the two-hour 
barrier in an unofficial event in Vienna last October 
when he wore the platform Alphafly Next% shoes. 
While the shoes allowed by World Athletics’ regu-
lations, they are estimated to improve running 
economy by up to eight per cent. Kipchoge’s 
record led to calls for the Nike shoes to be banned, 
but women’s marathon world record holder Kosgei 
is adamant the runner makes the difference rather 
than the footwear. Asked which shoes she would be 
wearing in the her London Marathon title defence, 
2019 champion Kosgei said: “The ones Kipchoge 
will use. —AFP 

Carter wins NBA Award 
 
NEW YORK: Vince Carter is still collecting hard-
ware from the NBA, even after announcing his 
retirement in June. Carter, 43, was named as the 
recipient of the 2019-20 NBA Sportsmanship 
Award on Thursday. The award is designed to hon-
or a player who best represents the ideals of 
sportsmanship on the court. Now an analyst, Carter 
received 143 first-place votes and 2,520 points in 
voting by NBA players. Brooklyn’s Garrett Temple 
(1,746) and Oklahoma City’s Steven Adams (1,632) 
finished second and third in the voting. 
Sacramento’s Harrison Barnes (1,418), Detroit’s 
Langston Galloway (1,244) and Memphis’ Tyus 
Jones (1,016) were also finalists for the award. The 
six finalists were awarded 11 points for each first-
place vote, nine for each second-place vote, seven 
for each third-place vote, five for each fourth-place 
vote, three for each fifth-place vote and one for 
each sixth-place vote. — Reuters

ROME: Juventus’ Italian coach Andrea Pirlo (right) embraces Juventus’ 
Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo at the end of the Italian Serie A football 
match Roma vs Juventus on September 27, 2020. — AFP 

Pirlo v Gattuso: World  
Cup-winners face off;  
Napoli test Juventus

MILAN: Italy’s football league has again been hit by 
coronavirus with Genoa’s today Serie A game post-
poned after 16 positive cases were detected at the club. 
The third-round match against Torino is the first in 
Serie A to be suspended because of the coronavirus 
pandemic since the championship started on 
September 19. “This postponement is logical. If it hadn’t 
been decided who would have gone onto the pitch, 
myself and (sporting director Daniele) Faggiano?” said 
Genoa president Enrico Preziosi. “This virus has an 
insane spreading capacity. Unfortunately, it cannot be 
controlled.” 

In Italy, the first European country affected by the 
coronavirus, Serie A was first suspended in early 
March, returning mid-June to conclude the season. 
After Genoa’s most recent tests, 12 players and four 
staff members are positive for COVID-19, two more 
than announced on Monday. Goalkeeper Mattia Perin 
and midfielder Lasse Schoene both missed Genoa’s 6-0 
Serie A loss at Napoli on Sunday, and 14 others have 
returned positive tests since the game, including Italian 
international striker Mattia Destro on Thursday. — AFP 

Genoa’s Serie A  
game postponed  
after 16 casesLONDON: Liverpool are only three games into 

their Premier League title defense but their stutter-
ing rivals must get their acts together if they are 
going to prevent an Anfield procession. Jurgen 
Klopp’s side have answered any questions about 
their appetite for more success after winning the 
club’s first English title for 30 years. Following their 
chaotic opening win against Leeds, Liverpool have 
reeled off a pair of impressive victories against 
Chelsea and Arsenal to extend their perfect start to 
the season. 

A slightly below-par defensive effort against 
Leeds seems to have sharpened Liverpool’s focus. 
They were back to their ruthless best as they dis-
patched big-spending Chelsea at Stamford Bridge 
before brushing aside Arsenal after the Gunners had 
the temerity to take the lead at Anfield. The addi-
tions of Thiago Alcantara and Diogo Jota have given 
Liverpool even more thrust and poise in midfield 
and attack-an ominous thought given the Reds 
scored 85 goals in 38 league games last season. 

Ahead of their trip to Aston Villa on Sunday, 
Klopp insisted he expects Liverpool to be pushed 

all the way to the finish line. “It’s an open race, 
Chelsea will be there, United will be there, Arsenal, 
Tottenham, these teams will always be there,” said 
Klopp. “There are tough moments for us and other 
teams and it’s about how you react and are you 
doing it in the right way? — AFP 

Relentless Liverpool  
raise bar for rivals

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s English midfielder Curtis 
Jones (left) and Arsenal’s Swiss midfielder Granit 
Xhaka compete during the English League Cup 
fourth round football match between Liverpool and 
Arsenal at Anfield on October 1, 2020. -— AFP 


