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CALIFORNIA: The Oakland Athletics rallied from an ear-
ly deficit and used eight pitchers Thursday to post a 6-4
victory over the visiting Chicago White Sox in the deci-
sive Game 3 of their American League wild-card series.
Oakland’s first postseason series win since 2006
advances the second-seeded AL West champion into the
AL Division Series against the sixth-seeded Houston
Astros. The White Sox were trying to advance in the
postseason for the first time since winning the 2005
World Series.

Chicago’s Luis Robert opened the scoring with a 487-
foot home run, the longest at Oakland Coliseum in the
Statcast era (since 2015). The White Sox pushed the lead
to 3-0 after Robert’s RBI single and Nomar Mazara’s run-
scoring double in the third inning. The A’s rallied from the
three-run deficit, using a four-run fourth and seizing the
upper hand for good with a two-run fifth. Oakland starter
Mike Fiers allowed five hits in 1 2/3 innings, and seven A’s
relievers worked in and out of trouble until Liam Hendriks
struck out the side in the ninth inning.

Dodgers 3, Brewers 0
Clayton Kershaw dominated over eight innings and

Mookie Betts had a key two-run double as Los Angeles
earned a spot in the National League Division Series with
a victory over visiting Milwaukee. Austin Barnes had an
RBI single among his two hits as the Dodgers swept the
best-of-three wild-card series at Dodger Stadium. Chris
Taylor also had a pair of hits for the Dodgers. With
Kershaw’s rocky playoff history looming over the pro-
ceedings, the veteran left-hander was in complete control,
giving up just three hits with 13 strikeouts. Brewers

starter Brandon Woodruff (0-1) gave up three runs on five
hits over 4 2/3 innings with nine strikeouts.

Braves 5, Reds 0
Marcell Ozuna and Adam Duvall each hit eighth-

inning, two-run homers as host Atlanta swept Cincinnati
in their best-of-three National League wild-card series.
Ronald Acuna Jr had three hits and rookie Ian Anderson
struck out nine over six strong frames for the Braves.
Atlanta snapped a 10-series playoff losing streak by win-
ning its first since 2001 after Ozuna and Duvall both went
deep late off Raisel Iglesias to put the game out of reach.
This was a brief but historic set that opened Wednesday
with a 1-0, 13-inning win by Atlanta. The Reds set a major
league record by going scoreless in their first 22 innings
of a playoff series.

Padres 11, Cardinals 9
Fernando Tatis and Wil Myers hit two homers apiece

and Manny Machado added a game-tying homer as host
San Diego overcame a pair of four-run St. Louis leads to
force a winner-take-all third game Friday in their
National League wild-card series. Tatis (five RBIs) and
Myers (four RBIs) became the first pair of teammates to
hit two home runs apiece in a postseason game since
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig in the 1932 World Series. The
Padres also became the first team in postseason history to
hit five homers from the sixth inning on. Padres starter
Zach Davis yielded four runs in two innings while
Cardinals starter Adam Wainwright allowed two runs in 3
1/3 innings. St Louis used eight pitchers and San Diego
used nine. —Reuters

A’s, Braves, Dodgers advance

Photo of the day

Brad Binder performs during the tenth stop of Moto GP Championship in Brno, Czech Republic on August 5, 2018.. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Kershaw dominates as Dodgers sweep away Brewers

Jealousy-free Lakers 
thriving with James,
Davis double act
ORLANDO: LeBron James believes an absence of locker-room
jealousy is the key to his successful partnership with Anthony
Davis as the Los Angeles Lakers bear down on a record-equal-
ing 17th NBA championship. Davis joined the Lakers last year
from the New Orleans Pelicans, and has played a crucial role in
guiding the team back to the NBA Finals for the first time in 10
years after missing the playoffs in 2018-2019.

On Wednesday, Davis excelled with 34 points, nine
rebounds and five assists as the Lakers demolished the Miami
Heat 116-98 in a game-one blowout. James, meanwhile, added
25 points, 13 rebounds and nine assists in a dominant perform-
ance against his former team to open the best-of-seven series.
The James-Davis double act has provided the Lakers with the
team’s most potent axis since Kobe Bryant and Shaquille
O’Neal were leading the team to three consecutive NBA titles
between 2000 and 2002.

But while Bryant and O’Neal’s relationship was undercut
with tension, James says his partnership with Davis couldn’t be
more different. “We’re not jealous of each other,” James said on
Thursday. “I think that’s the best thing. In professional sports,
you have guys that join forces to become alpha males. That’s
what they call them. “Two guys that have been dominant in a
specific sport on their own respective teams, and they get
together and they talk about how dominant they can be and
they talk about this is going to be this and that.

“I believe jealousy creeps in a lot. And that is the absolute
contrary of what we are. We know who we are. We know what
we’re about. We want the best, seriously, every single day, both
on and off the floor, for one another.” Davis, 27, agreed, saying
he had never once considered the possibility that locker room
envy could destabilize the Lakers locker room. “The thought
never crossed my mind when the trade happened,” Davis said.
“I’m not jealous of him. He’s not jealous of me. I think it shows
on the court. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Austin Barnes #15 of the Los Angeles Dodgers hits a single in front of Jacob Nottingham
#26 of the Milwaukee Brewers, to score Chris Taylor #3 and take a 1-0 lead, during the fifth inning in
game two of the National League Wild Card Series on October 01, 2020. —AFP

Belichick looks 
to solve the
Mahomes riddle
LOS ANGELES: The greatest tactical brain in the
NFL goes up against the league’s hottest quarterback
on Sunday when Bill Belichick’s New England Patriots
attempt to put the brakes on Patrick Mahomes and the
Kansas City Chiefs. Just three weeks into the NFL
season, Mahomes and the Chiefs have already lit up
the league, establishing themselves as early favorites
to successfully retain their Super Bowl crown. In a 34-
20 rout of the Baltimore Ravens on Monday that was
more one-sided than the final scoreline suggests,
Mahomes was borderline unplayable as he unleashed
the full range of his talents in a five-touchdown per-
formance.

The prolific 25-year-old gunslinger is on track to
shatter a range of records if he maintains the pace set
during his first three full seasons in the NFL. In his
first three games of the 2020 campaign, Mahomes has
completed 67.8% of his passes, averaged just under
300 yards a game and accumulated nine touchdowns
with no interceptions. In 34 regular season games
since his debut as a rookie in 2017, Mahomes has
amassed 10,310 passing yards and 85 passing touch-
downs, more than any other quarterback in NFL his-
tory at the same stage.

It means that Belichick, the unparalleled master of
designing gameplans capable of containing potent
offenses, will  have his work cut out for him at
Arrowhead Stadium on Sunday. The famously taciturn
Patriots coach was left impressed after studying the
Chiefs quarterback’s latest masterclass against the
Ravens. “All the superlatives that have been said about
him, I’d just be repeating them all,” Belichick said this
week when asked to assess Mahomes’ display.

‘A lot to stop’ 
“I mean they’re really good,” Belichick added. “It

starts with an MVP quarterback and great offensive
coordinator and head coach. “They’ve got a lot of
good skill players, a lot of experienced players. I think
the backs are a big weapon for them, both in the run-
ning game and in the passing game. “So, yeah, there’s
a lot to stop. We’re going to have to play well collec-
tively as a team.” The Chiefs, one of seven teams
remaining with a 100% record after three rounds, are

meanwhile focusing on the dual threat posed by reju-
venated Patriots quarterback Cam Newton.

Newton, the 2015 NFL MVP, has been a revelation
in the opening weeks of the season after replacing the
departed Tom Brady. Chiefs head coach Andy Reid
says Newton’s formidable rushing and solid passing
will cause problems for his defense. “Cam can do any-
thing. Cam, he’s been the passer, he’s been the runner,
he’s been the whole deal,” Reid said. “They have the
run game that’s tremendous. You also have a guy that
can throw the football.

“I’ve played against Cam enough and seen him
enough to know how explosive he is doing both.” Reid
is also expecting Belichick to have devised a plan to
stymie the Chiefs’ free-scoring offense. “Any Bill
Belichick team is going to be well-coached in having
answers,” Reid said. In other games on Sunday,
Russell Wilson and the Seattle Seahawks take their
unbeaten 3-0 record on the road against the Miami
Dolphins while another surprise 3-0 team, the Buffalo
Bills travel to Nevada to face the Las Vegas Raiders.

On Monday, Aaron Rodgers will look to extend
Green Bay’s unbeaten start to the season when the
Packers host the Atlanta Falcons (0-3) at Lambeau
Field. Rodgers has enjoyed a blistering start to the
campaign so far, with 887 passing yards in three games
where the Packers’ offense has averaged just over 40
points per game. Week four is taking place after the
season’s first outbreak of coronavirus, with 11 members
of the Tennessee Titans testing positive for COVID-19.
The Titans game against the Pittsburgh Steelers sched-
uled for Sunday has been postponed until later in the
season following the cluster of cases. —AFP

Trio matches defending 
Champion Munoz for 
PGA Sanderson lead
WASHINGTON: Defending champion Sebastian
Munoz of Colombia shared the lead with
Americans Jimmy Walker, Charley Hoffman and
Kevin Chappell after Thursday’s opening round
of the US PGA Sanderson Farms Championship.
All four fired eight-under par 64s in the opening
round at the Country Club of Jackson
(Mississippi) to share the lead. Canada’s
Michael Giligic and South African M.J. Daffue
were on 65. Munoz won his first PGA title last
year in Jackson with a par on the first playoff
hole to defeat South Korea’s Im Sung-jae.

The South American, trying to become the
event’s first repeat winner, birdied four of his
first five holes, made his lone bogey at the
ninth, then ran off four birdies in a row starting
at the par-3 13th. “I just kind of tricked myself
into thinking I was not the defending champion,
just thinking it was another tournament at a
course that I really like,” Munoz said. “It has
been working so far, so I’ll keep doing that.”
Hoffman, a four-time PGA winner but never
after leading or sharing the lead in any round,
reeled off four birdies in a row starting at the
par-5 third.

Chasing a fifth PGA title and first since 2016,
Hoffman birdied the odd-numbered holes on
the back nine, including a 13-foot birdie putt at
the par-3 13th and a birdie putt from just inside
22 feet at the par-4 17th. “A few under par on
this tract, I’m happy,” Hoffman said. “To get 8-
under is really good. I did everything well, I
made some putts and that’s a really good for-
mula.” Walker hasn’t won since taking the 2016
PGA Championship for his sixth tour victory,
having battled Lyme disease since 2017 and
nagging elbow and shoulder pain this year,
missing six of his past seven cuts.

“I haven’t been playing very well, but I feel
good. It just hasn’t clicked yet,” Walker said
after a bogey-free day. “I’m seeing some putts
go in.” Chappell, whose only tour title came at

the 2017 Texas Open, started on the back nine
and birdied four of his first six holes, then fin-
ished with back-to-back birdies. “I’m just out
there trying to play good golf. Good golf from
me is good enough to play at the highest levels
out here,” Chappell said. “The focus is just on
enjoying it and playing good golf. The results
will come.” India’s Anirban Lahiri and Australian
Cameron Davis were in a pack sharing seventh
on 66.—AFP

Quarterback Patrick Mahomes

MISSISSIPPI: Sebastian Munoz of Colombia plays his
shot from the 18th tee during the first round of the
Sanderson Farms Championship at The Country Club
of Jackson on October 01, 2020. —AFP 


