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US repatriates 
dozens of IS 
‘foreign fighters’
WASHINGTON: The US Justice Department said
Thursday that it brought home 27 Americans who
went to Syria and Iraq to join the Islamic State
group, as Washington again urged other nations to
do the same. A day after filing charges against a
Trinidadian-American father and son who enlisted in
the Islamic State in 2015, the department said it had
brought criminal terrorism support cases against
some of those returning Americans.

Washington has said it is setting an example for
other countries, notably Britain and France, who have
resisted repatriating perhaps hundreds of their
nationals from Iraq and Syria. “This was our moral
responsibility to the American people and to the
people of the countries to which these terrorists
traveled,” said Assistant Attorney General John
Demers in a statement.

The 27 represent only a portion of the hundreds
of Americans and thousands of citizens of other
countries who, often with their families, enlisted in
the Islamic State as it undertook a bloody campaign
to establish its “caliphate” across Syria and Iraq six
years ago. Many remain in camps in Syria under the
control of the Syrian Democratic Forces. Demers
said that they had repatriated all 27 “against whom
we have charges,” suggesting there could still be
more, as cases are built against them. He did not
offer details on the accusations.

Foreign fighters problem  
After wrestling with whether to abandon US “for-

eign fighters” for Islamic State in the region or to
move them to the US military’s Guantanamo prison
camp, Washington decided two years ago to try
them in federal courts. Those charged with “material
support of a designated terrorist group” include
Kazakhstan-born, naturalized US citizen Ruslan
Maratovich Asainov, 44, who was called an IS sniper
and weapons trainer. Also charged was Texas-born
Omer Kuzu, who as a 17-year-old went to Syria with
his brother in 2014 and worked as an IS communica-
tions specialist before his capture last year.

Some US allies have balked at bringing home
their nationals. London has refused to try El Shafee
Elsheikh and Alexanda Kotey, two men from Britain
who are tied to murders of US and British journalists
and aid workers as part of a notorious Islamic State
kidnapping cell dubbed The Beatles.

Instead, Washington is now preparing the trans-
fer them to the United States for trial. Washington
has been pressing hard the repatriation issue, veto-
ing on Aug 31 UN resolution pushed by Indonesia
on handling foreign fighters because it didn’t
demand countries act to take back their own. On
Thursday the State Department praised Italy for
repatriating one of its citizens to stand trial for sup-
porting Islamic State. “Repatriating and prosecuting
terrorists is the most effective way to keep them
from returning to the battlefield,” Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said.

“The United States should get credit for practic-
ing what it preaches in regards to bringing back citi-
zens to face justice,” said Seamus Hughes of the
George Washington University Program on
Extremism. But he added that the “material support”
statute used by US authorities has a “comparatively
easier threshold” for charges and convictions that
laws in Europe.—AFP

STEPANAKERT, Azerbaijan: Armenia accused
Azerbaijani forces of striking the main city in the dis-
puted Nagorny Karabakh region yesterday as fighting
raged for a sixth day. Yerevan said it was ready to work
with mediators for a ceasefire but Azerbaijan fired back
that Armenia must first withdraw its troops.
International calls for the two neighbors to halt fire and
begin talks are intensifying as fears grow that the clash-
es could expand into a multi-front war sucking in
regional powers Turkey and Russia.

French President Emmanuel Macron has warned
NATO member Turkey - which backs Azerbaijan -
against the alleged deployment of militants from Syria
to the Karabakh conflict. Baku and Yerevan have for
decades been locked in a simmering conflict over the
ethnic Armenian province that broke away from
Azerbaijan in a bitterly fought war in the 1990s. New
fighting that erupted on Sunday has been the heaviest in
decades and has claimed nearly 200 lives, including
more than 30 civilians. Armenia said Azerbaijani forces
yesterday struck Stepanakert, the main city in
Karabakh, wounding “many” people and damaging
civilian infrastructure. Ambulance sirens were heard fol-
lowing loud explosions. The separatist government in
Stepanakert said Azerbaijani forces had destroyed a
bridge linking Armenia to Karabakh.

‘Why should we be afraid?’ 
Local residents said they were getting used to the

shelling and fierce clashes nearby. “Life is okay,”
Arkady, a 66-year-old resident, told AFP. “We are
Soviet people. Why should we be afraid? These drones
are like toys to us.” He said he did not want the two
sides to enter talks, describing negotiations with
Azerbaijan as “nonsense” and insisting the enemy
should be crushed. In Azerbaijan, too, some expressed
little appetite for talks. “We are not afraid. We do not
have a lot of wounded,” Anvar Aliyev, a 55-year-old taxi
driver, told AFP in the country’s Fizulinsky district. “We
have to return to our lands.”

‘Ready to engage’ 
Yerevan on Friday expressed its readiness to work

with international mediators to bring a halt to the fight-
ing. Armenia “stands ready to engage” with France,
Russia, and the United states - which co-chair the
OSCE group of mediators - “to re-establish a ceasefire
regime,” the foreign ministry in Yerevan said. But it said
that talks could not begin unless fighting is halted. “The
immediate priority is to cease hostilities and restore a
ceasefire regime established in 1994-1995,” foreign
ministry spokeswoman Anna Nagdalyan told AFP.

But Azerbaijan retorted that Armenia must first with-
draw its troops. “If Armenia wants to see an end of this
escalation of the situation... Armenia must end its occu-
pation” of Karabakh, presidential aide Hikmet Hajiyev
told reporters. At an EU summit on Thursday, Macron
issued a warning to Ankara, urging “all NATO partners
to face up to the behavior of a NATO member”.

Macron said intelligence reports had established that
300 fighters from “jihadist groups” in Syria had passed
through Turkey en route to Azerbaijan, saying “a red
line has been crossed” and demanding an explanation.

The defense ministry of Karabakh’s separatist gov-
ernment yesterday reported the deaths of 54 more of its
troops. It said there was fighting all along the frontline
after “a relatively calmer night”. Armenian defense min-
istry spokesman Artsrun Hovhannisyan accused
Azerbaijan of using “cluster munitions” prohibited by

international law. “Turkish military are fighting alongside
Azerbaijani forces,” foreign ministry spokeswoman
Nagdalyan told reporters. “Azerbaijan is using Turkish
weaponry, drones and fighter jets.”

Both sides claimed to have killed more than 2,000
enemy troops but it has not been possible to verify the
statements. Azerbaijan’s foreign ministry said local and
foreign journalists came under Armenian shelling in the
village of Gapanly. Two journalists working for the
French daily Le Monde were injured in a rocket strike
and were being evacuated after undergoing surgery in
Karabakh on Thursday.

‘Close coordination’ 
In a joint appeal Thursday, Russian President

Vladimir Putin, US President Donald Trump and

Macron urged the two sides to return to negotiations
aimed at resolving their longstanding territorial dispute.
Russia also suggested it was making progress in diplo-
matic efforts with Turkey. It said Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov and Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu had
confirmed they were ready for “close coordination” to
try to stabilize the situation.

Yerevan is in a military alliance of ex-Soviet coun-
tries led by Moscow and has accused Turkey of directly
supporting Azerbaijan in the fighting by deploying air-
craft in support of Baku and sending mercenaries from
northern Syria to join the fighting. Armenia has record-
ed 158 military deaths and 13 civilian casualties since
Sunday. Azerbaijan has not reported any military deaths
but said 19 civilians were killed after Armenian
shelling.—AFP

Macron warns Turkey against deployment of militants from Syria

Karabakh main city struck as 
Armenia ‘ready’ for mediation

Azerbaijan says
Armenia must 

first pull troops

Some Latinos feel
ignored by Biden
MILWAUKEE: Cesar Hernandez says he has made
thousands of phone calls since June urging Latinos in
the battleground state of Wisconsin to support
Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden. It’s a
tough sell, admits Hernandez, especially where he lives
on the South Side of Milwaukee, the heart of
Wisconsin’s Latino community. He said Biden’s
Spanish-language ads on Hulu and Facebook aren’t
connecting with the neighborhood’s voters, many of
whom would prefer a more personal touch.

“Latinos have seen almost nothing from Biden
here,” said Hernandez, 25, who works for the
Progressive Turnout Project, a national group working
to mobilize Democratic voters. “There is very little
enthusiasm for him.” As the race to the Nov 3 election
enters the home stretch, appeals to Latino voters have
taken on new urgency for Biden and incumbent
Republican President Donald Trump. Both campaigns
are pouring resources into the battleground states of
Florida and Arizona, as well as increasingly competi-
tive Nevada, whose large Latino populations could
determine the outcome in those states.

Even in Wisconsin, where 87 percent of the popu-
lation is white, the state’s 230,000 eligible Latino vot-
ers could prove critical. Trump won the state by just

22,000 votes in 2016. A string of recent polls show
Biden ahead in Wisconsin. The polling aggregation
website RealClearPolitics has Biden leading Trump by
an average of 5.5 percentage points from six polls
conducted in September.

Trump has visited the state five times this year. His
campaign has opened an office on Milwaukee’s South
Side, where authentic taco outlets jostle with bilingual
tax preparers and a Puerto Rican barber shop. The
windows of the campaign storefront are plastered with
Trump signs and its shelves bear merchandise such as
“Latinos for Trump” hats.

The Biden campaign said in statements to Reuters
that its outreach efforts to Latinos in Wisconsin and
nationally were unprecedented in scale. It said it had a
full-time Latino outreach director in Wisconsin and
dozens of staff organizing in predominantly Latino
communities. It is running Spanish-language phone
and text banks and has ads on multiple platforms,
including Spanish-language radio and Spanish-lan-
guage mailers. Dozens of virtual roundtables, rallies
and other events targeting the Latino community have
been held, the Biden campaign said.

“The campaign has communicated with tens of
thousands of Latino voters about the clear choice in
this year’s election,” said Jen Molina, Biden’s national
Latino media director. But Reuters interviews with 30
Latino residents and activists on Milwaukee’s South
Side suggest those efforts may be falling short, reflect-
ing what some call an “enthusiasm gap” for Biden
among Latinos nationwide that has been noted by
pollsters and analysts.—Reuters

India gang-rape 
victim’s family 
get protection 
NEW DELHI: A court in India has ordered police to
protect the family of a woman allegedly gang-raped and
killed by four high-caste men, as her brother said they
feared reprisals over the accusations. The 19-year-old
woman was attacked in mid-September and died this
week, sparking outrage and shining the spotlight again
on sexual violence in India, particularly attacks against
women of a lower caste. With her home village in the
northern state of Uttar Pradesh barricaded by hundreds
of police, the victim’s brother on Thursday told Indian
television they were frightened. “We’re not safe in this
village. They can do anything to us. We don’t trust the
police or the administration. Our fears have increased
now,” he said. “We’re on their radar more than ever
before. They won’t let us live. We might have to leave the
village. We don’t trust politicians.”

The state’s high court on Thursday ordered authori-
ties to “ensure that no coercion, influence or pressure is
exerted upon the family members of the deceased in any
manner, by anyone”. It sharply criticized police for
reportedly cremating the young woman in the middle of
the night - against the family’s wishes and religious cus-

tom - after her body was brought back from the New
Delhi hospital where she died from her injuries on
Tuesday. “As it is, the deceased victim was treated with
extreme brutality by the perpetrators of the crime, and
what is alleged to have happened thereafter, if true,
amounts to perpetuating the misery of the family and
rubbing salt in their wounds,” the judges said. They set a
hearing for Oct 12, summoning both police and the vic-
tim’s family.

‘Not rape’ 
The late-night cremation further stoked accusations

that local police were protecting the alleged culprits —
who have been arrested on charges of gang-rape and

murder - and their well-connected, high-caste families.
On Thursday the local police issued a statement saying
that according to a forensic report “no rape was com-
mitted”. The findings, confirming those of a preliminary
medical report and a postmortem, “exposed the conspir-
acy of those who tried to push the state into a caste tur-
moil”, the statement quoted local police official Prashant
Kumar as saying.

This contradicts statements from both the victim and
her mother, and also findings from the Delhi hospital
when she was admitted, media reports said. Experts
cast doubt on the forensic test cited by the police, say-
ing it was conducted too long - eight days - after the
attack. Mishika Singh, a lawyer and activist, told AFP
that the findings were “in no way conclusive proof to
say rape was not committed”. “Ignoring the dying dec-
laration of the victim on the basis of a non-conclusive
forensic report goes to show the murky investigation
being done by the police,” Singh said. The young
woman’s death comes months after four men were
hanged for the 2012 gang-rape and murder of a student
on a bus in New Delhi, in a case that came to symbolize
India’s problems with sexual violence. The latest inci-
dent - and another gang-rape and murder this week in
the same area - has sparked days of protests and can-
dle-lit marches as well as condemnation from politi-
cians, activists and Bollywood stars. An average of 87
rapes were reported in India every day last year,
according to data released Tuesday by the National
Crime Records Bureau, but large numbers are thought
to go unreported. — AFP 

MANITOWOC, Wisconsin: In this photo taken on Sept 21, 2020, Democratic Presidential Candidate Joe Biden
visits an aluminum manufacturing facility. — AFP 

As lockdown eases, 
Kenyan docs warn 
COVID still lurking
NAIROBI: Kenya is reporting a decline in coronavirus
cases, and hospital admissions for COVID-19 have
fallen sharply, but some frontline health workers say
infections are going undetected and could even be ris-
ing. For several weeks, the health ministry has been
recording between about 50 and 250 new infections
every day, a sudden and considerable slump from
highs approaching 900 in just late July. The govern-
ment has responded by easing some of the strictest
measures imposed to contain the pandemic. 

This week, President Uhuru Kenyatta announced
the reopening of bars, increased capacity for wed-
dings, funerals and religious services, and relaxed an
evening curfew in force since March. In Nairobi, which
has recorded more than half of Kenya’s nearly 39,000
official cases, intensive care units bracing for the worst
just weeks ago are operating below capacity.

Elijah Ongeri, director of nursing at the private
Metropolitan Hospital, said the isolation unit was
“almost closed” and the ICU had just two patients.
“From the first week of August, it went down sharply.
Everyone experienced the same (thing), it was so sud-
den. July was so sharp, and suddenly people were not
showing up,” he told AFP. Demand for tests has also
plunged, said Ahmed Kalebi, director of one of
Nairobi’s main private laboratories, Lancet. “At the
peak, at the beginning of July, we had 1,700 requests
per day. Today it’s between 200 and 400,” he said.

Doctors and frontline health workers interviewed
by AFP said the rate of transmission could very well be
slowing, reflected in less cases and hospital admissions
- but warned that other factors could be at play. The
government no longer requires positive patients to be
hospitalized but instead encourages them to stay at
home. It also stopped covering treatment costs for
lower-income families, discouraging many from going
to hospital. A pervasive stigma, too, around COVID-19
dissuades many from getting tested or requesting
medical assistance, health professionals say. “People
have realised you don’t die, so are not coming out if
(they have) symptoms. —AFP

STEPANAKERT, Azerbaijan: A woman collects drinking water from a spring on a street in the breakaway
Nagorny Karabakh’s main city yesterday. — AFP 

HYDERABAD: Students hold placards yesterday to con-
demn the gang-rape of a 19-year-old woman by four
men in Bool Garhi village of Uttar Pradesh state. — AFP 


