
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a congratulato-
ry cable from Oman’s Sultan Haitham bin Tariq. In
the cable, Sultan Haitham congratulated His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah on the occasion of taking the oath
and assuming power, wishing him success in leading
the country. Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent
a cable to Sultan Haitham, expressing his gratitude
and appreciation to him for these good sentiments.
His Highness the Amir lauded the sisterly and histor-
ical ties between the State of Kuwait and the
Sultanate of Oman, wishing him good health, and
the Sultanate further progress and prosperity under
his wise leadership. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received a cable of congrat-
ulations from UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan on assuming the helm of power,
wishing Sheikh Nawaf success in leading the coun-
try. In reply, Sheikh Nawaf sent a cable to him,
expressing gratitude on the felicitations, praising
the brotherly and historic relations between the two
countries and expressing good wishes for the UAE. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a cable from
Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to congratu-
late him on the assumption of office, wishing him
success in his leadership of the country towards
development. His Highness the Amir thanked King
Hamad for his congratulatory remarks which
reflected the deep-rooted relations between State
of Kuwait and Kingdom of Bahrain. He prayed to

Allah the Almighty that King Hamad be in good
health and for Bahrain to witness further progress
and prosperity under his leadership. 

Furthermore, His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a
cable of congratulations from Amir of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani on assuming the helm of
power, wishing Sheikh Nawaf success in leading the
country. In reply, Sheikh Nawaf sent a cable,
expressing gratitude on the felicitations, praising
relations between the two brotherly countries and
peoples. 

In addition, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a cable of
congratulations from Bhutan King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck on assuming the helm of pow-
er, wishing Sheikh Nawaf success in leading the
country. In reply, Sheikh Nawaf sent a cable,
expressing gratitude on the felicitations, praising
relations between the two countries and expressing
good wishes for the friendly Kingdom.

Top officials congratulate Amir
In the meantime, His Highness the Amir Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a
cable of congratulations from National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem on taking the
helm of power. The parliament speaker, in the cable,
expressed sincere felicitations to His Highness
Sheikh Nawaf “on taking the helm of power in our
country; as Amir and leader, the best successor of
the best predecessor,” noting he and the MPs were
honored to host him for the oath taking ceremony at

Abdullah Al-Salem Hall on Wednesday. Ghanem
noted Sheikh Nawaf’s traits as a wise, sincere and
firm leader of substantial experience in the realms
of politics. “Although we are deeply distressed over
loss of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, we are certain you will follow his
path and seek to attain aspirations of your faithful
people,” Ghanem wrote. He wished Kuwait would
witness prosperity under “Your Highness’ leader-

ship,” invoking His Almighty to grant the Amir long
life and good health.

Separately, His Highness the Amir received a
cable of identical content from His Highness Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Chief of the National Guard,
wishing Sheikh Nawaf heavenly guidance for
achieving prosperity, security and distinguished
status for Kuwait among nations. Deputy Chief of
the National Guard Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah also sent a similar cable to Sheikh
Nawaf, expressing, in part, strong confidence in his
capacity to “sail the ship to a brighter and more
aloft future for our dear homeland and the faithful
citizens, following footsteps of the late, His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad.”

Another identical cable was addressed to him
from His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah who expressed pride
in the “march of giving and sacrifices” during era of
the late Amir, wishing him success in leading the
country toward more development and progress.
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah also cabled His Highness the Amir under-
scoring his devotion and sacrifices for serving
Kuwait. Furthermore, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
lauded Sheikh Nawaf’s accomplishments for laying
foundations of Kuwait’s development, wishing that
his era would be blessed with peace. His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf addressed cables in reply to
the leaders and former leaders, expressing gratitude
for their sincere sentiments that came on the occa-
sion of his proclamation. — KUNA
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May Allah bestow His Mercy on the late
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and accept him in heaven”.

We lived trying hours and days when HH
Sheikh Sabah was admitted to hospital, then had
to be flown to the US for further treatment. Many
kept praying day and night for his recovery, as
many people - citizens and expats - felt his care
and compassion to the point that he was honored
with the highest international body’s recognition
as a humanitarian leader.

Sheikh Sabah’s legacy will always be that he
never liked to see two brothers at odds and was
always first to mediate and was successful to a
great extent. He never backed down or gave up
until the very last day of his eventful life. Sheikh
Sabah’s trademark smile by itself gave hope to
those who longed for his guidance, be they heads
of state or ordinary citizens, and he deservedly
was described as the fireman because of his
active involvement in resolving problems, be they
domestic or abroad.

I personally will never forget when he was for-
eign minister and acting information minister back
in 1971, when he attended a conference on the
Palestinian cause held at the Hilton Hotel at the
time. He noticed us sitting in the back of the hall -
most of us were 11th and 12th graders. He said if
you are really serious about serving your cause
with justice, you first must pay attention to your
book - read, study and learn, because your enemy
is doing exactly that and you should not be lesser
than the enemy. That is HH Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who cared for many
and his death saddened the world! May Almighty
Allah bless you Baba Sabah!

Sheikh Sabah’s
legacy lives on
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In my view

Sheikh Nawaf congratulated
as Kuwait’s new Amir

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Kuwaiti opposition
optimistic for political
breakthroughs 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti opposition figures proposed
electoral reforms and a pardon for dissidents in
recent meetings with His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah who has since become
Kuwait’s new Amir, they said, seeking to improve
stormy ties with the government that have some-
times flared into unrest.

The opposition figures, both liberals and
Islamists, presented the proposals to His Highness
Sheikh Nawaf last month while he was still crown
prince and before the passing on Tuesday of the
late Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, they said. The Kuwaiti government did not
immediately respond to a Reuters request for com-
ment. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf was sworn in as
Amir in the parliament on Wednesday.

Political stability in the oil producing state tradi-
tionally depends on cooperation between the gov-
ernment and the outspoken parliament, the oldest
legislature in the Gulf Arab states and one often

dominated in the past by opposition groups. It has
the power to pass and block legislation, question
ministers and submit no-confidence votes against
senior government officials, actions that have in
effect stalled economic reforms or led to cabinet
reshuffles. While the government tolerates criticism
to a degree rare among Gulf Arab states, the Amir
has the last say in state affairs and criticizing him is
a jailable offence.

“We look forward for a political detente with His
Highness Sheikh Nawaf who has shown some posi-
tive signs, including by meeting with opposition
leaders,” said Ahmad Deyain, secretary general of
the opposition group Kuwaiti Progressive
Movement. “A pardon for the exiles would be a
good start especially with the upcoming (parlia-
mentary) elections,” he added.

Breakthroughs
Under the old electoral  system that was

amended in 2012, voters were allowed to cast
ballots for up to four candidates, which the oppo-
sition has said allowed alliances that partly made
up for the absence of political parties, which offi-
cially are barred.

The voting system introduced in 2012 allows
votes for only a single candidate, which the opposi-
tion says makes alliances difficult. Among those in
self-imposed exile are lawmakers who took part in

the storming of parliament by protesters and oppo-
sition MPs in 2011 over alleged government graft
and mismanagement.

Opposition figures said they presented the new
Amir with a proposal entitled ‘Kuwait Document’
that calls for a reformist government, the launch of
an anti-corruption campaign, greater judicial inde-
pendence and changes to the electoral law.

“Starting the discussion is already a good step;
I expect that we will continue on that path, which
could lead to breakthroughs in several issues
including reconcil iation with some polit ical
blocs,” Mohammad Al-Dallal, a current MP from
the opposition Islamic Constitutional Movement,
told Reuters.

Courtney Freer, research fellow at LSE Middle
East Centre, said the new Amir would start with
economic reforms, including an anti-corruption
drive, as most Kuwaitis wanted that. “The big ques-
tion for the opposition is whether the new Amir will
change the electoral law,” Freer told Reuters.
Parliamentary elections are due this year.

Abdul Hameed Dashti, a Shiite MP in exile in
Geneva since 2016, was sentenced to jail  in
absentia on in several cases, including charges of
insulting Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. Dashti, who
has accumulated sentences of 73 years in jail,
told Reuters by telephone he hoped pardons
would be issued. —Reuters

ANKARA: Children at a Syrian refugee camp in Sanliurfa, Turkey staged a stand of solidarity with the Kuwaiti people on the demise of the late Amir His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

Arab diplomats
remember late Amir
TUNIS: A bevy of Arab diplomats paid an emo-
tional tribute to Kuwait’s late Amir His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, saying
the world has lost an “ultimate leader” whose
humanitarian acts would forever live in the annals of
history. “We have lost a great Arab leader with the
passing of Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad,” Saudi Arabia’s
ambassador to Tunisia Mohammad Al-Ali said as he
paid his respects to the late Kuwaiti leader. Echoing
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz’s words, he said
his country had lost a “dear brother,” wishing for a
more prosperous future ahead for Kuwait with its
new Amir His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah at the helm. Grieving over the loss
of a leader who “dedicated his life to the wellbeing
of his people,” Tunisia’s former foreign minister
Noureddine Erray said Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’s
passing is a “great loss to the world and humanity
as a whole.”Abdelfattah Mourou, the north African
nation’s former chief lawmaker, was confident of the
“smooth transition of power (which took place) in
Kuwait,” saying the process would further reinforce
the country’s “growing presence” in the region.
“Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad was not only a Kuwaiti
leader but an advocate of Arab unity and champion
of human rights,” said Morocco’s ambassador to
Tunisia Hassan Tariq. — KUNA


