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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A general view of Kuwait City. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

News in brief

KD17.5 - 20.5 for car insurance

KUWAIT: The Insurance Organization Unit
issued a decision in regards to the regulations of
obtaining compulsory vehicle insurance, Al-
Qabas reported yesterday. The new decision
includes prices for private vehicle insurance,
which varies according to the number of passen-
gers. The prices are as follows: KD 17.5 - 20.5 for
one year, KD 35 - 41 for two years and KD 52 -
61 for three years. As for taxis, the prices are as
follows: KD 21.5 - 27.5 for one year and KD 43 -
55 for two years.

Kuwait, UAE share common history

DUBAI: Kuwait and the UAE share common his-
tory and heritage, said Kuwaiti Consul General in
Dubai, Theyab Al-Rashidi, stressing the strength
of fraternal relations between the two countries.
This came during the celebration organized yes-
terday by the Kuwaiti Consulate in Dubai on the
occasion of the UAE 49th National Day. The cer-
emony was held with the participation of the
Director-General of the UAE Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation Office
Sheikh Maktoum bin Butti Al-Maktoum and a
number of consuls of brotherly and friendly coun-
tries in the UAE.

Kuwait oil edges 31 cents higher 

KUWAIT: Kuwait crude oil edged 31 cents higher
during Tuesday’s trading to end the day at $45.45
per barrel (pb), Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) said yesterday. Benchmark Brent rose $1.8
to stand at  $47.86 pb and West Texas
Intermediate jumped $1.85 to $44.91 pb.
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WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and
Acting Minister of Information Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, in the presence
of Kuwaiti Ambassador to the United States
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, met
with staff members of the embassy and heads of
the attached offices. The meeting was held on the
sideline of Sheikh Dr Ahmad’s participation in the
fourth Kuwaiti-US strategic dialogue on
Wednesday, the foreign ministry said in a state-
ment. Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad conveyed greet-
ings from His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah.

Sheikh Dr Ahmad affirmed that the Kuwaiti
leadership was very pleased with the role carried
out by the embassy’s staff and diplomats in their
assistance to Kuwaiti nationals abroad especially
during the repatriation to Kuwait during the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. They also
praised the ongoing assistance provided to citi-

zens seeking treatment, students, and Kuwaitis on
leisure in the US, he added. Meanwhile, Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Washington Sheikh Salem lauded
the meeting with the Foreign Minister and
expressed gratitude towards instructions provided
by Sheikh Dr Ahmad. He affirmed that the embassy
and attached offices will continue to serve Kuwaiti
citizens and focused on means to bolster relations
with the United States. During the meeting, heads
of offices in Washington briefed Sheikh Dr Ahmad
on their duties and efforts to improve cooperation
with US and services for citizens. —KUNA

Foreign Minister meets Kuwaiti
embassy in US’ staff members

Kuwait fund,
USAID sign MoU
WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and Acting
Information Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah on Tuesday signed a MoU with
the US Agency for International Development
(USAID). The signing of the MoU came on the side-
lines of the official visit to Washington by the foreign
minister, who doubles as Chairman of the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED). The
memo is meant to promote bilateral technical cooper-
ation and joint action in the field of financing econom-
ic and social development in developing countries and
bilateral coordination for response to humanitarian
crises and natural disasters, and to share technical
and information experience. Kuwaiti Ambassador to
the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Assistant Foreign Minister for Americas’ Affairs
Minister Plenipotentiary Hamad Al-Mashaan and
Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for the Foreign
Minister’s Office Ahmad Al-Shuraim were in atten-
dance. —KUNA

WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah (right)
attends a press conference to announce the signing
of the deal. —KUNA

Candidates claim
Kuwait held ‘hostage’
by corrupt forces
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Candidates fighting for parliamen-
tary seats in next month’s general polls yester-
day blasted what they called government failure
to fight corruption, claiming the country has
been taken hostage by corruption forces.

“Kuwait has been taken hostage by those
sponsoring corruption, by people with vested
interests and by those who lack patriotism,”
former minister Bader Al-Humaidi, contesting in
the second constituency, said.

Opposition MP Shuwaib Al-Muwaizri, bid-
ding for re-election from the fourth constituen-
cy, said the government is incapable of fighting
against corruption and dealing with crises,
adding that the previous national assembly has
excluded legislation for fighting corruption.
This has resulted in an increase in corruption
indicators in the country.

MP Adel Al-Damkhi went a step further. He
said Kuwait has been facing an ever developing
and ever increasing corruption that has many
shapes and forms. Damkhi, trying to retain his
seat in the first constituency, charged that the
corruption system has penetrated all authorities
in the country and is responsible for major

bureaucratic appointments. They control the
media and have great influence and are behind
an open war against reformers in the country,
he said.

Former MP Hasan Jowhar charged that min-
isters who earnestly fought against corruption
have been dismissed. He said former health
minister Jamal Al-Harbi did not last for long in
his post because he fought against forces of
corruption in his ministry.

The same thing happened to former housing
minister Yasser Abul who was dismissed for
cracking down on corruption. Jowhar has ended
an eight-year boycott to election and decided
to contest from the first constituency.

Former MP Khaled Al-Shulaimi charged that
the government is sponsoring vote buying by
certain candidates since the practice is being
done in the open. New candidate Marwan Al-
Fagan from the f i rst  const i tuency blamed
squandering of public funds and corruption for
part of the lingering budget deficit in Kuwait.
He said that in the five fiscal years from 2014/15
to 2018/19, Kuwait incurred a budget deficit of
KD 22.5 billion, adding that if the expected
shortfalls for this year and next are added, the
total deficit will exceed KD 40 billion.

In the meantime, the Kuwait Progressive
Movement called on the government yesterday
to include changing the voting system in its
proposed amendments to the election law. The
Movement insisted that the main problem with
the Kuwaiti elections is the single-vote system
which must be changed. 


