
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah and the UK Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
Minister for the Middle East James Cleverly have
signed during a virtual meeting yesterday the action
plan of the 16th meeting of the UK-Kuwait Joint
Steering Group, which was held over the summer.
The UK-Kuwait Joint Steering Group reflects the
two countries’ commitment to working together to
advance the close Kuwait-UK relationship to the
benefit of both countries. The UK-Kuwait Joint
Steering Group covers a wide range of issues,
including healthcare, security, defense, cyber secu-
rity, trade, investment, education, higher education,
scientific research, environment, culture, migration,
and international development.

The defense sub-group focused on ways to
strengthen cooperation between the two countries
especially on training and joint exercises. The dis-
cussions covered Exercise Desert Warrior, emer-
gency planning and crisis response and training of
Kuwaiti forces in the UK. Kuwait has agreed to
host a regional Aviation Security Conference in
2021. The cyber security sub-group has agreed
that Kuwait will host a virtual second Cyber
Security Education Research Conference this
month. The trade sub-group has agreed to hold
joint webinars on digital health, agri-tech, ed-tech
and food security.

The two parties also
agreed to complete cooper-
ation mechanisms, originat-
ing from the talks, to
strengthen economic and
commercial relations and
partnerships by encourag-
ing investment in vital and
promising sectors in both
countries and to discuss
commercial opportunities in
both countries. The British
side, for its part, confirmed the continuation of
cooperation with Kuwait after its exit from the
European Union. The two sides also expressed their
satisfaction with the current volume of trade, which
amounts to GBP 3.4 billion, as well as their shared
aspiration to exchange experiences, with regard to
small and medium enterprises, amid their role in
supporting national economies.

Healthcare cooperation
On cooperation in the healthcare field, the two

ministers welcomed ongoing talks, which see
Kuwait benefit from Britain’s advanced healthcare
expertise, particularly in relation to hospital man-
agement and the training of Kuwaiti medical per-

sonnel. The two sides stressed the need to
strengthen collective efforts to confront the coron-
avirus pandemic, while the Kuwaiti side expressed
its hope to benefit from Britain’s efforts made to

produce a vaccine. They
also discussed shedding
light on means to enhance
cultural and scientific
bilateral cooperation,
commending the current
growth of these aspects
amid the dispatch of
Kuwaitis to pursue aca-
demic studies under vari-
ous disciplines in the UK
and efforts to identify and
overcome the difficulties

these students face, created by the COVID-19
pandemic. 

It was also agreed during the meeting that coop-
eration between the FCDO and the Kuwaiti Fund
for Economic Development should include joint ini-
tiatives in the Horn of Africa; and on education in
Somalia. The science and environment sub-group
agreed to hold a UK-Kuwait Science Technical
Dialogue, including workshops on plastic to fuel
conversion.

British Ambassador Michael Davenport thanked
the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs and all other
participating Kuwaiti government ministries for the
excellent co-operation which made possible the
first ever virtual Joint Steering Group. He added

that this JSG has produced concrete action points
whose implementation will further deepen the close
bilateral relationship.

The two ministers also reviewed wider bilateral
co-operation and compared notes on regional
issues. The Ministers thanked officials for progress
made during the work of the Joint Steering Group
and underlined the importance of the Joint Steering
Group to fostering closer ties and to realize techni-
cal level cooperation - the breadth of discussions
demonstrating that the historic relationship, built
around the cornerstones of defense, security and
trade, continues to evolve to meet modern chal-
lenges, including cyber security.
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News in brief

Bedoons’ agency extended

KUWAIT: A decree was published in the ‘Kuwait
Al-Youm’ official gazette this week to extend for
the Central Agency for Illegal Residents, which
handles the affairs of Kuwait’s bedoon (stateless)
population, for one year as of November 9, 2020.

Files intact

KUWAIT: The Health Ministry said that no files
or important documents were damaged in a fire
reported Sunday in an office at its head office
building. It explained it has a database where
digital copies of all documents are saved, in
addition to physical copies of official letters and
files in its archive.

Female prosecutors

KUWAIT: The Supreme Judicial Council plans
to receive applications from 2019/2020 gradu-
ates for the ‘prosecutor’ position soon, and this
time it will accept applications from both male
and female candidates for the first time, Al-
Qabas Arabic daily reported yesterday, quoting
an ‘informed source.’ Eight Kuwaiti women swore
in as prosecutors on September 3, 2020 for the
first time in Kuwait’s history.

Teachers’ return

KUWAIT: Kuwait might resort to allowing expat
teachers stuck abroad to return in case it fails to
hire enough teachers domestically to cover public
schools’ needs by January 2021, and in case health
authorities give a green light to return teaching in
schools, Al-Anbaa Arabic daily reported yesterday,
quoting ‘informed sources.’ Teachers will likely be
the second category of expat workers to be
allowed to return after domestic helpers, the
sources speculated. 

Exercise Desert
Warrior 

discussed

Kuwait, US convene
defense cooperation
working group
KUWAIT: Senior US and Kuwaiti officials con-
vened the Defense Cooperation virtual working
group of the fourth Strategic Dialogue yesterday, to
discuss bilateral cooperation on the defense of
Kuwait and regional stability. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for the
Middle East, Simone Ledeen, and Assistant Chief of
Staff for Plans and Operations for the Kuwait
Armed Forces, Major General Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Kandari, co-chaired the meeting with participa-
tion from the US Joint Staff and the Kuwait military.

Also present on behalf of the United States were
US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina L Romanowski,
Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs David
Schenker, and the US Senior Defense Official to
Kuwait Brigadier General Darrin Slaten.

“As we approach the 30th anniversary of the
Liberation of Kuwait, we continue to strengthen the
enduring US-Kuwaiti defense partnership that we
forged together following the invasion of Kuwait.
Threats facing Kuwait, the United States, and the
region continue to emerge and evolve. The
Strategic Dialogue assists in expanding and adapt-
ing our bilateral defense partnership to deter and
be prepared to defend against these threats,”
Ambassador Romanowski said. “Our militaries will
continue to increase interoperability through the
pursuit of common systems and exercises in order
to deter threats, protect vital interests, and combat
terrorism,” Romanowski added.

The discussion focused on bilateral efforts to

minimize the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
military operations to ensure the national security
of both the United States and Kuwait, deter and
counter threats from Iran and other actors through
increased interoperability and integrated air and
missile defense, and to recognize the 30-year
anniversary of Kuwait’s liberation.  

The US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue, first
launched four years ago, is an annual high-level
series of meetings, which frames the two countries’
work on issues of shared concern. Secretary of
State Michael R Pompeo and Kuwaiti Foreign
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah will meet today to discuss the progress
accomplished through the last two weeks of virtual
working groups.

UK FCDO Minister for the Middle East James Cleverly
signs the action plan.

Kuwait, UK sign action plan for
16th Joint Steering Group meeting 

‘Working together to advance the close Kuwait-UK relationship’

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah attends the virtual meeting. 

Kuwait reports 337
new COVID-19
cases, two deaths
KUWAIT: Kuwait listed 337 new coronavirus infec-
tions over the past 24 hours to raise the total to 140,393,
while two fatalities recorded over the same period
upped its death toll from the outbreak to 868, the health
ministry said yesterday. The number of people hospital-
ized with the virus currently stands at 6,677, with 80 of
them in intensive care units, said ministry spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad, adding that 4,492 swab tests were
conducted over the past 24 hours raising the total to
1,056,493 so far. The ministry had earlier yesterday
reported that 670 people had recovered from the virus
over the previous 24 hours, raising the total of those to
have overcome the disease to 132,848. The spokesman
went on to urge the public to abide by health precau-
tions, mainly following social distancing rules as the only
way to halt the spread of the virus. — KUNA
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