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Eight areas’ residents unable 
to vote in 2020 elections

Parliament blamed for failure to add areas to electoral constituencies
By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Eight new residential areas in Kuwait 
are not included in the five electoral districts, which 
has resulted in some voters living in these areas to 
lose their right to vote in the upcoming National 
Assembly elections. The eight excluded areas are 
Anjefa, Abu Al-Hasania, Abu Fatira, Nahdha, Jaber 
Al-Ahmad, Masayel, Northwest Sulaibikhat and 
Sabah Al-Ahmad.  

Abdullah Al-Ajmi, a resident of Abu Fatira, is one 
of many citizens who lives in an excluded area but 
has registered outside it. “I will vote in Qurain as I 
was registered there during the previous elections. 

Even though I have changed my address, I’m still 
registered in the election rolls at my previous 
address. Abu Fatira should be part of the fifth dis-
trict, but it hasn’t been added yet,” he told Kuwait 
Times.  “My son lost his right to vote in these elec-
tions as he turned 21 this year, and we were already 
living in Abu Fatira. He wasn’t registered at our pre-
vious address at the time of the elections in 2016 as 
he hadn’t reached the legal age of voting. I’m sure 
that every house in this area has at least one per-
son who is not able to vote due to the same obsta-
cle,” added Ajmi. 

Ajmi blames the parliament for not passing a 
law to add these areas to the electoral constituen-
cies. “I think MPs only care about their personal 
benefits and are not interested in registering these 
new areas, as they don’t know the residents of 

these areas and they assume that we may affect 
their votes and they may lose the elections,” he 
pointed out.  

Col Dr Ahmad Al-Hajri, Head of the Elections 
Affairs Department at the Ministry of Interior, said 
in his statement earlier to local media that the min-
istry presented a draft law in this regard to the 
National Assembly, which is in charge of issuing a 
law to add these areas to the electoral districts, but 
the parliament hasn’t issued the law until now. 

Abu Abdullah, another resident of Abu Fatira, 
said he is voting for his cousin who is running from 

Sabahiya. “I’m registered there, and all my children 
are also registered in Sabahiya, so I’m not affected 
by this problem. But I admit this situation is oppres-
sive for many Kuwaitis who were denied their right 
to vote this year. I think a temporary solution could 
be applied, which is allowing voters in these new 
areas to register in the elections rolls according to 
their previous address,” he said. 

Former MP and candidate Saadoun Hammad 
stressed in a TV interview that he worked on pass-
ing this law, but for some reason it was delayed. He 
also said that this problem may have serious con-

sequences. “If any of those who lost their right to 
vote go to court, the elections may be canceled,” 
noted Hammad.  

There are no official published figures on how 
many citizens are disenfranchised due to the exclu-
sion of these eight areas. There are five electoral 
districts in Kuwait, each allowed to send 10 mem-
bers to parliament. Total registered voters for 2020 
are 567,694. There are 84,822 in the first district; 
64,965 in the second district; 101,492 in the third 
district; 150,193 in the fourth district and 166,222 in 
the fifth district.  

KUWAIT: A sign showing the names of candidates running from the third district in the 2020 National Assembly elections. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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Candidate Sayer outlines 
top priorities of new term
KUWAIT: Parliamentary candidate from the 
third district Muhannad Al-Sayer said priorities 
during the first phase of the new parliamentary 
term must include amendments to the election 
law and laws related to freedoms. They must also 
include amending the law establishing the admin-
istrative department at Kuwait’s Plenary Court, 
he said, adding that the government 
must be committed to present its 
program. He said the general amnesty 
law must be passed, in addition to 
amending the internal rules of the 
National Assembly. 

Sayer called on Kuwaitis and can-
didates who agree with his views to 
join him in what he called the ‘first 
session address’ in order to protect 
people’s rights and defend their free-
dom and finances. He said the 
amendment of the election law must 
achieve justice and equality and true 
representation of the nation’s will, 
with the establishment of an independent author-
ity to supervise the elections and prevent direct 
or indirect interference, official or otherwise.  

Sayer said related legal systems should also be 
amended to reveal the defects that influence vot-
ers, including voting with the civil ID to prevent 

transfer of votes, establishment of a supervisory 
authority for political funds and preventing politi-
cal appointments and considering it a crime. 

He called for the amendment of the law estab-
lishing the administrative department at the 
Plenary Court to enable judges to deal with 
issues of granting or revoking citizenship in order 

to protect the national identity from 
any political blackmail or political 
influence and work to protect the 
dignity of Kuwait and Kuwaitis. 

Sayer said the government must 
present its working program as 
mentioned in article 98 of the con-
stitution, which must include clear 
details and certain timeframes about 
measures taken or pending with 
regards to violation of public funds 
at state establishments, such as the 
military fund, Eurofighter deal, mon-
ey laundering, social security, 
Malaysian fund scandal, coronavirus 

crisis expenses, ports funds and other suspected 
corruption cases. He said the general amnesty 
law must be submitted and quickly approved, 
related to issues of opinion and political cases in 
order to protect Kuwait’s people and their free 
will of expression.

Muhannad Al-Sayer

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yesterday that his country 
has huge faith and continues to believe in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, describing it as a “political asset 
with a strategic destiny.” This came in a speech he 

delivered at a videoconference meeting of chief par-
liamentarians in the six-nation regional bloc, according 
to a statement by the Kuwaiti parliament’s Al-Dostoor 
news network. Ghanem said that “Kuwait’s faith in the 
Gulf bloc will not waver no matter how fleeting clouds 
cover its skies,” suggesting that this belief is equally 
shared by all Gulf Arab states. The late Amir, His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
would have been “very pleased to have seen us gath-
ered again,” he said. As does His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who has 
huge faith in the GCC’s “solidarity and integrity,” 
added the chief Kuwaiti lawmaker. —  KUNA
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Pompeo has confirmed he was in NEOM as part of 

a Middle East Tour and met with Prince Mohammed, 
who is widely known by his initials MBS. The US State 
Department declined to confirm a trilateral meeting. 
Netanyahu, asked about the Saudi trip during a public 
meeting yesterday of his Likud party, said: “I have 
never commented on these things and I do not intend 
to start now.” 

Israel’s normalization deals with UAE and Bahrain, 
known as the Abraham Accords, were brokered under 
US President Donald Trump, who leaves office in less 
than two months. Sudan has also agreed in principle to 
normalize ties with Israel. There has been speculation 

Washington may push for other Arab states to join the 
accords before President-elect Joe Biden is sworn in. 

Israel yesterday sent a delegation to Sudan, its first 
since last month’s announcement of normalization of 
relations between the two countries, a senior Israeli 
official said. Israeli army radio also reported yesterday 
that the trip was under way. The Israeli official con-
firmed the report to AFP but declined to say who was 
in the delegation. 

Prominent Israeli diplomatic correspondent Barak 
Ravid of Walla News and Axios reported that 
Netanyahu and Cohen flew on a plane belonging to 
Israeli businessman Udi Angel. Ravid cited flight 
tracker data showing Angel’s plane leaving Israel at 
8:00 pm (1800 GMT) on Sunday, heading to NEOM 
and returning to Israel five hours later. Palestinian 
militant groups condemned the news of a softer 
Saudi line on their enemy, Israel. Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad called it “a betrayal of Jerusalem, blessed 
Makkah and Madinah”. — Agencies  

Saudi denies  
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 lives in Mumbai, said she felt “trapped in my 

house” with a husband who did not work, con-
sumed drugs and was violent. As she described 
what she had endured, she frequently broke down 
in tears. After buying drugs, “he would spend the 
rest of his day either hooked to his phone playing 
PubG (PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds) or beating 
me up and abusing me,” she told AFP by telephone. 

On Aug 15, her husband beat Heena worse than 

before, in front of their seven-year-old son, and 
threw her out of the house at 3:00 am. “I had 
nowhere to go,” she said. “I could barely move my 
body - he beat me to pulp, my body was swollen.” 
Instead of going to the police, she made it to a 
friend’s home and then to her parents. She is now 
fighting for custody of her son, “but courts are 
not working in full capacity due to COVID”. 

She has not seen her son in four months, 
though he manages to call her in secret from 
time to time. It is not the just the courts that are 
hobbled by the virus. The closure of businesses 
and schools, as well as cultural and athletic 
activities, have deprived victims already weak-
ened by economic insecurity of ways to escape 
violence. — AFP 
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 exile, ended his 23-year rule and, drawing 

courage from his ouster, protesters began gathering 
elsewhere.  

Today across the Arab world, the 2011 uprisings 
have been blamed for opening the floodgates to vio-
lence and economic ruin, leaving millions of refugees 
and displaced, while countless others have had their 
lives blighted by chaos. But for those who were 
there, the early demonstrations were times of exhila-
ration and hope.  

On Jan 14, 2011, social networks were flooded 
with footage of lawyer Abdennaceur Aouini defying 
a curfew to stand in the iconic Avenue Habib 
Bourguiba of central Tunis, shouting: “Ben Ali has 
fled!” It felt like “revenge. Since I was 18 I’d been 
hassled and imprisoned,” Aouini, now aged 50, said. 
But today, he admits he feels “disappointed”. “There 
is always hope. But I was in a dream, today I have 
come to my senses,” added Aouini. 

Despite the political freedoms Tunisians have 
won, they still face grinding unemployment, inflation 
and inequality. “People thought that Ben Ali’s depar-
ture would fix things, but that will take 20, 30 years,” 
said ex-activist and entrepreneur Houeida Anouar. 
“I’m not sure that within my lifetime I’ll see a Tunisia 
with a political scene worthy of the name, but I’m 
optimistic.”  

While Tunisia does have a hard-won constitution, 
a flawed but functioning parliamentary system and 

free elections, state repression has descended again 
on Egypt after a brief flirtation with democracy. “Ten 
years on, you can see that the hopes are still there 
within the younger generation, a generation that 
were little kids at the time of the uprising,” said 
Mohamed Lotfy, 39, executive director of the 
Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms. 

But “the government is doing everything it can to 
kill that dream of January 25” 2011 when thousands 
marched in Cairo and other cities, demanding the 
departure of president Hosni Mubarak and “bread, 
freedom and dignity”. Worse still is the situation in 
Libya, Yemen and Syria, where initially peaceful 
uprisings sparked civil wars that have laid waste to 
cities and killed hundreds of thousands of people. 

But that’s not how it started, according to Majdi, a 
36-year-old Libyan, who took part in protests 
against dictator Muammar Gaddafi a decade ago. 
“We were watching what happened in Tunisia and 
Egypt,” he said. “It was our turn, change was 
inevitable.” Protesters’ demands were “just a bit 
more freedom, some justice and some hope for the 
young people who didn’t have any,” he said. Initially 
“there was no talk of overthrowing the regime.” 

But the regime’s bloody response provoked a call 
to arms. Gaddafi’s killing while on the run in October 
2011 plunged the country into a decade of violent 
chaos. “With hindsight, I don’t think we knew how 
much damage Gaddafi had done to the foundations 
of the state,” Majdi said. Yet he insists he has no 
regrets: the revolution “was necessary, and I still 
believe in it.”  

“We were only demanding reform,” said Dahnoun, 
a Syrian. He joined some of the country’s first protests 
against President Bashar Al-Assad, and recalled “no 
chants were calling for division, or fighting, or war. On 
the contrary, it was very peaceful.” — AFP 
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Former MP Saifi Al-Saifi vowed yesterday that if 

elected, he will not remain silent on corruption cases 
and inflating the cost of government projects, insisting 
that those who are involved in corruption cases must 
be held to account. Marzouq Al-Khalifa from the 
fourth constituency called against politicizing citizen-
ship issues for “narrow selfish interests” and vowed 
that he will push to issue legislation to allow courts to 
hear citizenship cases. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait National Integrity Society, a 
non-governmental organization, yesterday said it has 

filed a complaint at the Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority about suspicious pre-election opinion polls 
by unlicensed pollsters to influence the election out-
come. The Integrity Society said in a statement that as 
it has been invited by the Cabinet to monitor the gen-
eral polls, it found that some pollsters had commercial 
contracts with a number of candidates, which cast 
doubt on the integrity of such opinion polls. 

Several unofficial pollsters have been publishing 
what they call results of opinion polls showing the 
potential winners of the Assembly election. The socie-
ty said entering into commercial contracts to supply 
certain candidates with products and services for 
money disqualifies such pollsters from providing fair 
and neutral opinion polls, and their results could be 
misleading for voters. 

The society called on authorities to ban the publi-
cation of opinion polls by pollsters tied with candi-
dates by commercial contracts.  
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