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Govt allows COVID patients  
to vote in Assembly elections

NGO files complaint over ‘suspicious’ opinion polls by unlicensed pollsters 

Seven martyred POWs laid to rest 

KUWAIT: Security forces carry the coffins of five Kuwaiti prisoners of war (POWs) whose remains were found in a mass grave in Iraq and identified following a DNA 
test, during their funeral at Sulaibikhat cemetery yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: During the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday, 
Minister of Justice and Awqaf Fahd Al-Afasi told the 
ministers the committee formed to set the mecha-
nism for the Dec 5 National Assembly elections had 
sought the opinion of the fatwa and legislation 
department regarding the participation of people 
infected with COVID-19, in light of quarantine 
restrictions. The department concluded that the 
constitutional right to participate in the election 
process is an inherent right. 

A number of candidates had warned the govern-
ment against issuing any decision to bar those 
infected with the coronavirus from voting as part of 
measures to contain the spread of the pandemic. 
Former MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji, contesting from the 
first constituency, warned the government against 
issuing such a decision and urged authorities to 
take whatever measures that are necessary to allow 
them to exercise their franchise.  

The government should not deprive them from 
exercising their constitutional right, even if this 
requires issuing an emergency decree or calling a 
special session of the Assembly to approve neces-
sary legislation, Turaiji said. Candidate Salah Anas, 
contesting from the fifth constituency, said if coron-
avirus patients are barred from voting, it could lead 
to court cases and pave the way for scrapping the 
election results.  
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AstraZeneca jab 90% effective 
 
LONDON: AstraZeneca said yesterday its 
COVID-19 vaccine could be as much as 90 per-
cent effective, giving the world’s fight against 
the global pandemic a new weapon, cheaper to 
make, easier to distribute and faster to scale-up 
than rivals. The vaccine on average prevented 
70 percent of COVID-19 cases in late-stage tri-
als in Britain and Brazil but the success rate rose 
to 90 percent if the vaccine was administered 
as a half dose followed by a full dose. The effi-
cacy was 62 percent if the full dose was given 
twice. —  Agencies 

Qatar IDs parents of dumped baby  
 
DOHA: Qatar said yesterday it had identified 
the parents of a baby girl dumped at its airport, 
an incident that prompted officials to order 
departing female passengers to undergo inva-
sive examinations, sparking global outrage. The 
public prosecutor said the mother and father 
were from “Asian countries” which in Qatar typ-
ically refers to the nations of South Asia where 
a large number of migrant workers come from. 
Efforts were under way “to arrest the fugitive” 
who is overseas and faces 15 years imprison-
ment, the prosecutor said in a statement that 
called her a “convict”, suggesting she may have 
been convicted in absentia. — AFP 

US: ‘All options’ open for Houthis 
 
MANILA: The United States is “keeping all our 
options open” when it comes to Yemen’s Houthi 
rebels, the national security advisor said yester-
day, amid reports the outgoing Trump administra-
tion could tag the group as terrorists. Speaking to 
reporters during a visit to the Philippines, Robert 
O’Brien said Washington was monitoring the situ-
ation “very closely”, in response to a question on 
whether the US would designate the Houthis a 
“terrorist organization”. The Houthis have reacted 
angrily to the prospect of the US designation, 
saying Trump had no right to make the ruling 
after failing to win a second term.  — AFP  

NEOM, Saudi Arabia: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman meets US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo late Sunday. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: A woman holds placards reading “a world without violence against 
women is possible” and “my body belongs to me” during a demonstration against 
violence against women on Sunday. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Israeli media reports 
and a government source said yester-
day Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu had met for landmark talks 
in Saudi Arabia with Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, but Riyadh 
denied that the meeting took place. 
Israeli public broadcaster Kan and 
other media said Netanyahu and 
Mossad spy agency chief Yosef Meir 
Cohen had met Prince Mohammed, 
together with US Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo, in the futuristic Red 
Sea city of NEOM on Sunday. An 
Israeli government source who 
requested anonymity confirmed the 
reports to AFP. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan then strongly denied 
the report that suggested Saudi 
Arabia was moving away from its 
decades-old stance of refusing dia-
logue with the Jewish state until the 
Palestinian conflict is resolved. “I have 
seen press reports about a purported 
meeting between HRH the Crown 
Prince and Israeli officials during the 
recent visit by @SecPompeo,” Prince 
Faisal tweeted. “No such meeting 
occurred. The only officials present 
were American and Saudi.” 
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Saudi denies  
MBS and Bibi 
held meeting

PARIS: No country has been spared 
the coronavirus epidemic, nor the 
scourge of domestic violence, which 
has surged during lockdowns as the 
day marking such violence approach-
es tomorrow. From a spike in rapes in 
Nigeria and South Africa, increased 
numbers of women missing in Peru, 
higher rates of women being killed in 
Brazil and Mexico and overwhelmed 
associations in Europe: The pandemic 

has aggravated the plague of sexual 
violence. 

According to UN data released in 
late September, lockdowns have led to 
increases in complaints or calls to 
report domestic abuse of 25 percent 
in Argentina, 30 percent in Cyprus 
and France and 33 percent in 
Singapore. In essentially all countries, 
measures to limit the spread of the 
coronavirus have resulted in woman 
and children being confined at home. 
“The house is the most dangerous 
place for women,” Moroccan associa-
tions noted in April as they pressed 
authorities for “an emergency 
response”. In India, Heena - not her 
real name - a 33-year-old cook who 
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Abuse against 
women rises  
amid pandemic

TUNIS: “The revolution showed me that everything 
is possible,” says Ameni Ghimaji, remembering the 
heady days of the Tunisian protests that sparked the 

Arab Spring uprisings a decade ago. She was just 18 
when Tunisian dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali fell 
from power, the first casualty of wave upon wave of 
demonstrations across the Middle East and North 
Africa which saw some iron-fisted leaders tumble, 
some brutally cling on and nations convulse in years 
of upheaval, conflict and civil war. 

“We had no plan for the future, but we were sure 
of one thing: anything has to be better than this,” 
added Ghimaji. Ben Ali was ousted just hours after 
she was photographed, shouting and pumping her 

fist in the air, at a massive Tunis anti-regime rally. Her 
picture swept the front pages and she became an 
iconic image of the youth in peaceful revolt. 

The Tunisia protests were triggered when an 
impoverished street vendor set himself alight on Dec 
17, 2010, weighed down by despair. His shocking act 
of self-violence ignited long simmering tensions 
among young people, angered by Ben Ali’s corrupt, 
nepotistic regime and hungry for new opportunities. 
Less than four weeks later, Ben Ali had fled into 
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A decade on,  
broken dreams  
of Arab Spring


