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LONDON: Rafa Nadal’s dream of a first ATP Finals title
and Novak Djokovic’s quest for a record-equalling sixth
vanished in defeats by Daniil Medvedev and Dominic Thiem
in two seismic semi-finals on Saturday. As the curtain
comes down on London’s 12 years as host of the ATP Tour’s
prestigious season-ender, it would have been fitting for
Nadal and Djokovic to face off for the 57th time in their
glittering careers. 

But times are a changing, or so it seems, and Medvedev
and Thiem had not read the script. Nadal, seeking the one
major pot missing from his vast collection of silverware, must
have seen the door creaking open when Thiem produced a
staggering fightback to beat Djokovic 7-5 6-7(10) 7-6(5) in a
classic contest lasting almost three hours. He had beaten
Medvedev in each of their three meetings, including a memo-
rable US Open final last year.

It seemed like he had exhausted the wily Russian’s box of
tricks when he served for the match at 5-4 in the second set
but Medvedev, 10 years his junior at 24, stormed back to win
3-6 7-6(4) 6-3. Whatever happens on Sunday it will mean a
fifth consecutive first-time winner of the tournament. “At 5-4

in the second set I decided to change some small things and
start going for things a little more. I had to change and it
worked really well,” said Medvedev, who was 100% in group
play, including a win over Djokovic. To put world number four
Medvedev’s win into perspective, Nadal had triumphed in the
last 71 matches in which he had taken the first set.

“I played a bad game at 5-4, I had a big opportunity, but
well played to him,” Nadal said. Medvedev looked the more
likely winner as he raced through his service games in the
opening set while Nadal labored. But the Spaniard pounced
as Medvedev suffered a momentary dip at 3-4 and suddenly
he was a set to the good. Undeterred, Medvedev kept ham-
mering away and Nadal dipped at the start of the second set,
dropping serve with a double fault. Medvedev squandered a
point for a 5-1 lead and paid the price as Nadal hurtled back
to stand on the brink of victory.

Flukey forehand
Medvedev broke to love, though, and the set moved into

a tiebreaker. A flukey forehand winner helped Medvedev
into a 5-3 lead and he stayed composed to take it. Nadal

slowed under the relentless barrage in the third, but it was
still a surprise to see him fade at the end, losing the last three
games as Medvedev romped home. Earlier in the empty are-
na, the 27-year-old Thiem saw four match points vanish in
the second set tiebreak against Djokovic, one with a nervy
double-fault, and it seemed he would pay a heavy price.
Djokovic, who is one short of Roger Federer’s titles record at
the ATP Finals, led 4-0 in the deciding set tiebreak. But US
Open champion Thiem unleashed a stunning counter-attack
to reel off six points, reaching match point with a ripping
crosscourt backhand.

Djokovic saved a fifth match point but then floated a
defensive forehand long. “What he did from 0-4 in the
tiebreak was unreal,” Djokovic, who won the title in London
from 2012-15, told reporters. “He just crashed the ball and
everything went in. What can you do?” Thiem, who racked up
his 300th career Tour win, is now established as a major force
and will attempt to go one better than last year when he lost
to Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final. “From 0-4 in the third-set
tiebreak I went for every single shot and every single shot
went in. It was amazing,” he said.  —Reuters

Djokovic and Nadal fall as Thiem and 
Medvedev advance to London finale

Photo of the day

Pol Espargaro performs during MotoGP World Championship in Valencia, Spain.  —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Thiem beats Djokovic in thriller to reach title match at ATP Finals

May at the double as 
England down Ireland 
in Nations Cup
TWICKENHAM: Jonny May scored two tries, includ-
ing a spectacular solo effort, as England once again
proved too strong for Ireland in an 18-7 Autumn
Nations Cup win at Twickenham on Saturday. England’s
fourth victory in a row over Ireland meant they also had
won both their opening two Pool A matches. Six
Nations champions England dominated the opening 40
minutes but still only led 12-0 at half-time thanks to
dashing wing May’s double, with one try converted by
captain Owen Farrell.

But two Farrell penalties early in the second half at a
once again eerily quiet Twickenham, with this match
being played behind closed doors because of the coro-
navirus, gave England, last year’s losing World Cup
finalists, breathing space. By the time Ireland replace-
ment Jacob Stockdale scored a 73rd-minute converted
try, England had the game won thanks to resolute
defense that saw their pack win several turnover penal-
ties. May has now scored 31 tries in 59 Tests, with only
retired wing Rory Underwood (49 tries in 85 Tests)
ahead of him in England’s all-time list of try-scorers.

“He’s right up there — he’s 30 and he’s still improv-
ing,” England coach Eddie Jones told reporters when
asked how highly he regarded May’s finishing ability.
Both teams kicked off on the back of decisive home
pool wins, England thrashing Georgia 40-0 in a dour,
forward-dominated display last week when Ireland
overwhelmed Wales 32-9. Ireland, however, were with-
out injured veteran fly-half and captain Johnny Sexton,
with Ross Byrne at No 10. Meanwhile Jamison Gibson-
Park kept vastly experienced scrum-half Conor Murray
on the bench, with lock James Ryan captaining Ireland
for the first time. —AFP

Noor Capital Market 
lifts the NCM trophy
KUWAIT: As a part of social responsibility and also to
promote the game of cricket in Kuwait, NCM Investment
Company and AMWAL International Investment conduct-
ed a fully sponsored “NCM T20 Premier League” 2020.
The initial league round matches were played at UPL
grounds earlier this year. NCM won the NCM T20
Premier League held at Sulaibiya KC cricket ground on
Saturday, 14th Nov 2020 in the final beating Al Hajery
cricket club by a margin of 3 runs in a nail-biting finals,
thus lifting the proud trophy in style and dedicating the
huge victory to their strong team performance under the
guidance of Captain Khurram Sayeed.

Winning the toss, NCM elected to bat first and scored
198 runs for the loss of 7 wickets. Losing an early wicket in
the first over, NCM managed to keep the scoring at fast
pace by cracking knocks from Edson Dsilva, who scored
78 runs from just 48 balls and supported by Nassir
Hussain, who also finished his half century from 39 balls. Al
Hajery tried to restrict the score in the middle overs but a
fire cracking innings from Nimish Latheef who made 49
runs from just 21 balls in the end enabled NCM to post a
competitive target of 199 runs in their allotted 20 overs.
Nithin Simon of Al Hajery CC was the pick of the  bowlers
and took 2 wickets for 29 runs.

While chasing 199 runs, Al Hajery lost 3 quick wickets
within the field restricted overs. NCM pacers Mohammed
Usman and Nazmul Hussain bowled exceptionally well, not
allowing the batsmen to free their arms in the power play.

While it seemed that the match was tilting towards NCM’s
favor, Nithin Simon took charge of the innings and single-
handedly took the battle by scoring a swashbuckling cen-
tury in just 48 balls.  Leg spinner Nimish Latheef and pac-
er Meezan Ali, who took 2 wickets, bowled exceptionally
well in the middle overs to keep the required rate below 12
runs per over. Having restricted Al Hajery CC to 9 runs in
the final over, Captain Khurram Sayeed relied upon his
most trusted bowler Usman who bowled a memorable last
over by giving away just 6 runs enabling NCM lift the cov-
eted trophy by a margin of 3 runs. Edson Dsilva of NCM
was named man of the match as well as the best batsman
of the tournament. Shilesh of KNPC was named the best
bowler and Wender Bhutejo of NCM was declared named
the best all-rounder of the tournament.

Faraz Mushtaq, Head of Marketing, said, “NCM
Investment has now earned a name in the Kuwait
Cricketing Arena and shall strive hard to continue the win-
ning streak with hard work, dedication, and motivation.”

Naser Al Marri, Vice Chairman, Thayar Sharif - CFO, Firas
Al Kurdi, Head of Legal from NCM and Munaf from
Kuwait Cricket official were the guest of honor who dis-
tributed the Winners and Runners up trophies and individ-
ual prizes to the participating teams. The match was offici-
ated by Kuwait Cricket Panel umpires and UPL scorers.

News in brief

Moukoko, 16, makes history 

BERLIN: At 16 years and one day, Borussia Dortmund
striker Youssoufa Moukoko became the youngest player
in Bundesliga history Saturday when he made his
German league debut in the 5-2 romp at Hertha Berlin.
Moukoko’s late cameo off the bench at Berlin’s Olympic
Stadium broke the previous record set by Nuri Sahin,
who was 16 years, 335 days when he made his league
debut for Dortmund in 2005. Moukoko came on after 85
minutes to replace Erling Braut Haaland, who scored four
second-half goals in a stunning display. “He’s only just
turned 16, that is amazing,” Haaland said of Moukoko. “He
has a big career ahead of him.” Moukoko made his
Bundesliga debut after dazzling in German youth football
with a mind-blowing 47 goals in 25 matches for
Dortmund U19s. He could also become the youngest
player in Champions League history if he features in the
home game against Brugge tomorrow. —AFP 

Flamengo return to top spot 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Flamengo returned to the top of
Brazil’s Serie A on Saturday with a 3-1 win at home to
Coritiba. Bruno Henrique put the home side one up after
just three minutes when he headed home a cross from
Giorgian De Arrascaeta and then De Arrascaeta turned
scorer 24 minutes later when his shot wrongfooted the
goalkeeper. Rene completed the scoring for the reigning
champions with 15 minutes of the second half gone.
William Mattheus scored a late consolation for the visi-
tors. The result lifts Flamengo into top spot, one point
ahead of Atletico Mineiro, who played Ceara yesterday.
Coritiba are in 18th place in the 20-team table.  —Reuters

Germain kicks Bayonne to win 

PARIS: Full-back Gaetan Germain scored 25 points as
Bayonne notched up an invaluable 35-29 victory over
Toulon in the Top 14 on Saturday. “The job is done and
once again our solidarity was key,” said Bayonne lock
Guillaume Ducat. Germain hit seven penalties and con-
verted two first-half tries by Aymeric Luc and Filimo
Taofifenua. That second try came with Toulon’s ex-All
Black centre Ma’a Nonu in the sin-bin for a technical foul.
Toulon notched up tries from Gervais Cordin, South
Africa’s World Cup-winning lock Eben Etzebeth, Baptiste
Serin as well as a late penalty try with Bayonne down to
13 men. But it was all in vain as the home side, promoted
back into the Top 14 in 2019, held on to buck a four-
match losing streak against Toulon dating back to 2016
and consolidate their mid-table position. “They deserved
their win,” said Toulon coach Patrice Collazo, lamenting a
first half that featured an “incalculable number of tackles”
as Bayonne raced out to a 29-10 lead. —AFP 

Norwich take Championship top spot 

LONDON: Norwich moved to the top of the
Championship with a 1-0 win at Middlesbrough after
Reading crashed to a 4-2 defeat at Bournemouth on
Saturday. Teemu Pukki sealed the points for Norwich
with a late penalty after Middlesbrough’s Marcus
Tavernier had his earlier successful spot-kick disallowed.
Tavernier was adjudged to have touched the ball twice
when he slipped during his run-up. At Dean Court,
Reading led 2-0 at the break as Lucas Joao’s penalty
was followed by Sone Aluko’s strike. Bournemouth
responded superbly and Dominic Solanke’s double came
either side of goals by Arnaut Danjuma and Lewis Cook
to complete the turnaround. Watford could also have
gone top but were held 1-1 at QPR, Ben Wilmot giving
the Hornets the lead before Ilias Chair made the final
score 1-1. Swansea kept pace with the leaders as captain
Matt Grimes scored the only goal just before the half-
hour mark at home to Rotherham. —AFP 

Rafa Nadal Academy 
Kuwait tournament
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait tennis star Essa Suleiman
Qabazard won the title of the third Rafa Nadal
Academy Kuwait (RNAK) tournament that started
Nov 18th and ended Saturday. This is within the
series of tournaments organized by (RNAK) in
cooperation with Kuwait Tennis Federation. It game
was held at Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah International Tennis Complex. Essa Qabazard
won the title by defeating Abdelhameed Mahboub
Jumaa by the score of 7/5, 4/6, 6/3.

Meanwhile Sarah Behbehani won the women’s
title by defeating Mariam Siraj 6/2, 6/1. The final
match was attended by KTA Secretary General
Faleh Al-Otaibi, technical director Abbas Al-Busairi
and Head Tennis Coach at (RNAK) Nuno Marques.
The first tournament was won by Abdelhameed
Mahboub Jumaa, while Iman Mitwalli won that of

the ladies. The second tournament was won by
Abdelrahman Al-Awadhi while Dana Al-Fulaij won
the ladies’. 

The fourth and final tournament (The masters)
will be held December 2-6th with the best 8 men
and 8 women - based on their results in the previ-
ous three tournaments. KTF Secretary General
Faleh Al-Otaibi expressed satisfaction towards the
technical level of the players and thanked Rafa
Nadal Academy Kuwait.

Shooting Tournament 
kicks off tomorrow 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait and
Arab Shooting
Federations Secretary
General Obaid Munahi
Al-Osaimi said prepa-
rations are ongoing for
HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Annual
Shooting Tournament
which will start tomor-
row at Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex.

He said the club prepared a comprehensive
plan for resuming the sport activity in accordance
with the health protocols. The club is honored to
launch the 2020/2021 season with the tournament
of HH the Crown Prince. The tournament will con-
tinue for five days with shooters from the Kuwait
Shooting Sport Club, National Guard, Defense
and Interior Ministries competing for the titles. 

Al-Osaimi, on behalf of the board members of
KSSC and the entire shooting sport community
thanked HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his continued care
and support of Kuwait’s athletes. He also lauded
his role while he was deputy chief of the
National Guard. 

Obaid Al-Osaimi


