
‘Immense sadness’ 
at funeral of black 
Brazilian
PORTO ALEGRE: Emotions were running
high Saturday at the funeral of a black
Brazilian man beaten to death by white
security guards in an assault that sparked
protests across the country. A video taken
Thursday night in the southern city of Porto
Alegre showed 40-year-old welder Joao
Alberto Silveira Freitas repeatedly being
punched in the face and head by a security
guard while he is being restrained by anoth-
er at a Carrefour supermarket.

The clip quickly went viral on social
media. “It is an immense sadness. I wouldn’t
wish it on anyone. I’m struggling to hold
back my tears,” Silveira Freitas’s father, Joao
Batista Rodrigues Freitas, told AFP. In the
presence of about 40 people, mostly rela-
tives, Silveira Freitas was buried in a somber
ceremony. The blue flag of his favorite foot-
ball club, Sao Jose, was draped over his cof-
fin. “I hope that all the emotion that his
death has caused will make our society bet-
ter... that we teach the principles of equality
in school,” his father said.

According to the preliminary investiga-
tion into his death, Silveira Freitas was
beaten for more than five minutes before
being immobilized by his attackers and
dying of asphyxiation. Saturday morning, in
his speech at the virtual G20 summit,
Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro once
again downplayed structural racism in
Brazil, a country where around 55 percent
of its population of 212 million identifies as

black or mixed-race. The far-right leader
highlighted the “mixed” nature of Brazil
and condemned “those who want to sow
conflict and discord” by trying to “import”
tensions into the country “that are not part
of its history.

“As a man and president, I see everyone
as the same color: green and yellow,”
Bolsonaro said, referring to the colors of the
Brazilian flag, and repeating what he had
said the night before on Twitter: that he is
“color blind.” His vice president Hamilton
Mourao also caused an outcry Friday when
he said “there is no racism” in Brazil. “We
know how difficult it is to raise awareness,
because the enemies of the fight against
racism are currently in power,” Matheus
Gomes, a left-wing official elected last
Sunday to the Porto Alegre legislative
assembly, told AFP.

“But I think people are starting to wake
up. Young black people are taking to the

streets in revolt to try to change this reality,”
said the 29-year-old black historian, who
attended Silveira Freitas’s funeral. Protests
broke out Friday-Black Consciousness Day
in Brazil-in Sao Paulo, as well as the capital
Brasilia, Belo Horizonte and Rio de Janeiro,
many in front of branches of the French-
owned Carrefour supermarket chain.

Saturday morning, the slogan “Black
Lives Matter” had been painted in
Portuguese in large white letters on Avenida
Paulista, an emblematic street in Sao Paulo,
Brazil’s largest city. Black British racecar
driver Lewis Hamilton, a seven-time Formula
1 champion who has been hugely outspoken
in his support for the “Black Lives Matter”
movement, said in an Instagram story post-
ed Saturday that he was “devastated” by the
news of “another black life lost. “It’s still
happening and we have to fight to stop this
from continuing,” he wrote under a photo of
the protests in Porto Alegre. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States
recorded its 12th million COVID-19 case
on Saturday, even as millions of
Americans were expected to travel for
the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday,
ignoring warnings from health officials
about furthering the spread of the infec-
tious disease. More than 12,010,000
cases of the coronavirus were reported,
according to a Reuters tally of public
health data, capping a series of days
with record-breaking infections, with the
Midwest experiencing one of the most
dramatic increases in cases per capita.

The COVID-19 epidemic has claimed
more than 255,000 lives in the United
States - more than in any other nation -
according to the Reuters tally - and the
recent escalation has prompted more
than 20 states to impose sweeping new
restrictions this month to curb the virus.
Reuters data shows the pace of new US
infections has quickened, with nearly one
million more cases recorded in just the
last 6 days before the latest record. This
compares with the 8 days it took to get
from 10 million cases to 11 million, and
the 10 days it took to get from 9 million
to 10 million.

More than 1 million people flew
through US airports on Friday, according
to data from the Transportation Security
Administration, fueling fears of even
greater spread of the virus. It was the
second-heaviest domestic air traffic day
since the start of the pandemic, despite
pleas from health officials for Americans
to stay home. “This is the 2nd time since
the pandemic passenger volume has sur-
passed 1 million,” TSA spokeswoman
Lisa Farbstein wrote on Twitter on
Saturday.

Friday marked another milestone in
the United States as the highest number
of new COVID-19 cases was reported -
196,815 infections in a day. Health offi-
cials have warned that the burgeoning
wave of infections could soon overwhelm
the healthcare system if people do not
follow public health guidance, particular-
ly around not traveling and mingling with
other households for Thursday’s tradi-
tional Thanksgiving celebration.

Still, video footage on Twitter showed
more than a hundred people, wearing
masks, crowding departure gates at Sky
Harbor airport in Phoenix, Arizona, on
Friday. Lines for TSA checkpoints and

kiosks at Chicago O’Hare airport were
also long on Friday and “reminiscent of
pre-pandemic times,” local TV station
WGN reported. The number of
Thanksgiving air travelers was expected
to decline by 47.5% from 2019, but
nonetheless, 2.4 million people were
forecast to take to the skies, according
to a report earlier this month from the
American Automobile Association. It said
the number traveling by car was expect-
ed to fall by only about 4%.

“For those who are considering mak-
ing a trip, the majority will go by car,
which provides the flexibility to modify
holiday travel plans up until the day of
departure,” AAA Senior Vice President
Paula Twidale said in a statement. The
US Centers for Disease Control has
issued a “strong recommendation” to
Americans to refrain from all kinds of
travel over Thanksgiving. “We’re alarmed
with the exponential increase in cases,
hospitalizations, and deaths,” CDC offi-
cial Henry Walke told reporters on
Thursday.

Seven governors of Midwestern
states- Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois,
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Michigan -

encouraged their residents to heed med-
ical advice over the holidays and not to
celebrate Thanksgiving with people out-
side their households. In a video mes-
sage, the governors also referred to the
recent announcement from Pfizer Inc
that its COVID-19 vaccine is more than

90% effective. Pfizer said it would seek
emergency-use authorization of its vac-
cine from US regulators, the first such
application. “This is great news, but it
doesn’t mean we can let our guard
down,” Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker
said. — Reuters
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Many Americans defy Thanksgiving travel guidance

US record its 12th million COVID 
case; more than 255,000 killed

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil: Relatives and friends of Joao Alberto Silveira Freitas, who died after
being beaten by white security agents in a supermarket, attend his funeral on Saturday. — AFP 

Kyrgyz protest
over proposed
constitution 
BISHKEK: Hundreds took to the streets
in Kyrgyzstan yesterday to protest a pro-
posed constitution that critics say would
empower the presidency and damage
freedom of speech. Constitutional amend-
ments currently undergoing public dis-
cussion would return cabinet-forming
powers to the president and allow incum-
bent leaders to run for office. 

Initiators say the draft constitution
should be put to a referendum on
January 10, the same day that the ex-
Soviet country is holding presidential
elections. In October, Sooronbay
Jeenbekov became the third Kyrgyz
leader since independence to resign over
political unrest-this time over a disputed
parl iamentary vote. Disarray in the
Central Asian country has caused con-
cern for key allies Russia and China.

Several hundred protesters who gath-
ered in the centre of the capital Bishkek
held up signs decrying a “Khanstitution”-a
reference to the absolutist rulers who
dominated Central Asia for centuries. Some
chanted against Sadyr Japarov, who this
month resigned as acting president and
prime minister to compete in a presidential
election set for January 10, which he is
tipped to win. Japarov has spoken in favor
of the constitution and is widely believed
to be its driving force. He called naysayers
“shameless fools” in a statement relayed
via media on Friday, and promised to
“unmask the true opponent” of the
changes next week.  

Daniyar Amanaliyev, a businessman who

attended the protest, told AFP that the aim
of the constitutional reform was to “push
the educated people out of the country
and leave only those who are toadying to
the new khan.” Banur Abdiyeva a 53-year-
old who also works in business called the
proposed constitution a “rollback” to the
era of the country’s first two presidents,
both of whom were overthrown. Nobody
has admitted to authoring the proposed
constitution as of yet, Abdiyeva noted.

Rights groups concerned
Constitutional changes passed after an

uprising in 2010 had limited Kyrgyz presi-
dents to a single six-year term in office,
while strengthening the powers of the par-
liament. The proposed constitution would
reverse those stipulations and introduce a
new people’s assembly to which parliament
and the government should report.
International rights groups including
Human Rights Watch and the Norwegian
Helsinki Committee have raised concerns
over the document. 

The Norwegian Helsinki Committee
warned Friday that a proposed amendment
that would allow the banning of publications
offending “the morals and culture of the
people of Kyrgyzstan” could “seriously vio-
late that same people’s right to freedom of
speech”. Populist Japarov has been accused
of using his supporters to force Jeenbekov’s
resignation and bully the parliament. Prior
to the uproar triggered by alleged vote-
buying campaigns Japarov was serving a jail
sentence for hostage-taking.

That conviction was squashed after he
was carried from jail by supporters, while
the results of the parliamentary vote were
annulled. Fresh parliamentary polls are
expected to take place next year, but no
date has been set. Talant Mamytov, a
Japarov loyalist, is serving as the country’s
acting president in the period leading up to
January’s presidential election. Votes in
mountainous Kyrgyzstan are traditionally
more competitive than in the other ex-
Soviet “stans”-Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. — AFP  

BISHKEK: People hold placards as they attend a rally against new constitutional amendments
yesterday. — AFP 

MANHATTAN BEACH, California: A cyclist wearing a facemask rides past outdoor diners on
Saturday, a few hours before the start of the new 10:00 pm to 5:00 am curfew. — AFP 

Virus swells
Montreal’s
homeless camps 
MONTREAL: All along the edges of
a long boulevard in Montreal stretch-
es an unprecedented sight in this city:
hundreds of tents that have sprung up
in a brand new homeless camp since
the end of summer, with many of the
people thrown out of their homes
because of the pandemic. “Welcome
to the trendy encampment of Notre-
Dame!” quipped Jacques Brochu,
dubbed “the mayor” by his neighbors.
At 60, Brochu said he found himself
homeless and living in a tent on
Notre-Dame Street after losing his
affordable housing, which was repos-
sessed by its owner.

Like his new neighbors, he is
preparing for a cold Quebec winter,
where temperatures often plunge to
minus 20 Celsius. “I manage to heat my
tent very well,” Brochu said, showing
off his small candles. A tarpaulin cover-
ing the shelter does the rest. In the
camp in Hochelaga, once a working-
class neighborhood in eastern Montreal
that is undergoing gentrification, the
long-term homeless rub shoulders with
people who have recently lost their
jobs, as well as students and workers
who have lost their homes.

Guylain Levasseur, 55, who has
been homeless for six years and lives

in a small caravan, is considered the
encampment’s “manager.” Under a
canopy by his caravan, which is lined
with armchairs, he has set up a
kitchen of sorts, where people can
come and take food or donate it.
“There are people who come to bring
us meals every day,” he said. His van is
overflowing with sleeping bags and
warm clothes also donated by good
Samaritans. For the past three months,
he has given part of his meager wel-
fare payouts to help buy generators to
keep the tents warm. The community
has bought seven so far, running on
gas donated by well-wishers.

‘We have internet’ 
Another resident managed to set

up a Wifi network, under the account
name “Notre-Dame camp,” and
relayed from a router mounted atop
his caravan. The homeless people also
have access to portable toilets. Serge
Lareault, Montreal’s commissioner for
the homeless, said the coronavirus has
“thrown hundreds of people onto the
streets.” “The phenomenon of home-
less encampments is new to
Montreal,” he said. Last year, there
were around 3,000 homeless people
in the city, but that number has snow-
balled since the virus broke out,
wreaking havoc on the economy and
squeezing affordable housing. “Our
emergency shelters are overflowing,
and demand is still growing; there are
camps pretty much all around the
city,” he said.  — AFP 

GUATEMALA CITY: Demonstrators set on fire part of the Congress building during a
protest demanding the resignation of Guatemalan President Alejandro Giammattei on
Saturday. — AFP 

Protesters burn 
Guatemalan
Congress 
GUATEMALA CITY: Hundreds of
Guatemalans partly burned the
Congress building Saturday in a
protest demanding the resignation of
President Alejandro Giammattei, fol-
lowing the passage of a budget that
has sparked outrage in the impover-
ished Central American nation. The
flames in the legislative building could
be seen from the street in Guatemala
City, and a spokesman for the Red
Cross told journalists the group had
treated several people for smoke
inhalation.

A separate, peaceful, protest took
place in front of the old government
palace in the historic center of the

capital, not far from Congress, also
urging Giammattei to resign. Carrying
the national flag and banners that said
“No more corruption,” “Giammattei
out,” and “They messed with the
wrong generation,” the protesters
filled the central square in front of the
old palace. Police fired tear gas while
protesters-many of whom wore surgi-
cal masks or other face coverings-
hurled rocks at the officers.

One man was seen being carried
away on a stretcher, blood streaming
from his head. Police arrested more
than 20 people and almost 50 were
sent to hospital injured, one of them in
a serious condition. “Guatemala is
weeping blood,” said one protester,
who did not give his name. “The people
are fed up with being trampled on for
over 200 years. A woman at the scene
said: “We are tired. There is no other
way to show our repudiation; how fed
up we are. We are tired of so much
abuse by the authorities.” — AFP 


