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Amir receives Kuwait National 
Guard’s new Deputy Chief

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at 
Bayan Palace His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
the Amir also received Deputy Chief of the Kuwait 
National Guard Lt Gen Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, on the occasion of his appoint-
ment to his new post. His Highness the Crown 

Prince attended the meeting. His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also received Lt Gen Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf in a separate meeting at Bayan Palace. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and Deputy Prime 

Minister, Minister of Interior and Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. Also yesterday, 
His Highness the Amir received Minister of State for 
Services Affairs and Minister of State for National 
Assembly Affairs Mubarak Al-Harees, who present-
ed to His Highness a copy of an encyclopedia cov-
ering parliamentarian practice from the first through 
the 10th legislative terms. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Crown Prince 
received Speaker Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled, and Saleh at Bayan Palace. His 
Highness also met with Harees who presented to 
him a copy of the encyclopedia. Furthermore, 
Minister Harees presented another copy to His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled in a separate 
meeting at Bayan Palace. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Chief of the 
Kuwait National Guard Lt Gen Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, in the attendance of His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a copy of an encyclopedia 
covering parliamentarian practice.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Deputy Chief of the 
Kuwait National Guard Lt Gen Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
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In the communique though, the group adopted a 

consensus position on climate change, reiterating 
support for tackling “pressing” environmental chal-
lenges. Differences within the G20 were made high-
ly public at last year’s summit in the Japanese city of 
Osaka, when the United States demanded the inser-
tion of a separate paragraph on issues such as envi-
ronmental protection. 

G20 nations have contributed more than $21 bil-
lion to combat the pandemic, which has infected 56 
million people globally and left 1.3 million dead, and 
injected $11 trillion to shore up the battered world 
economy, summit organizers said. But the group 
faces mounting pressure to help stave off possible 
credit defaults among developing nations, as their 
debt soars amid the economic catastrophe stoked 
by the virus. 

It has extended a debt service suspension initia-
tive (DSSI) for developing countries until June next 
year, but UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
has led calls for a commitment to extend it until the 
end of 2021. The communique did not offer a firm 
guarantee, an outcome that is sure to disappoint 
campaigners. Instead, G20 finance ministers will 
examine the recommendation when the IMF and 
World Bank meet next spring “if the economic and 

financial situation requires” an extension by another 
six months, they said. 

With the world in disarray after months of bor-
der closures and lockdowns, the group also 
struck a unified tone on trade, saying that sup-
porting a multilateral system “is now as important 
as ever”. “We strive to realize the goal of a free, 
fair, inclusive, non-discriminatory, transparent, 
predictable and stable trade and investment envi-
ronment, and to keep our markets open,” the 
communique said. —  AFP 

G20 leaders pledge 
fair distribution...
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Former MP Hussein Mazyed, bidding to return to 

the house after a long absence, accused Interior 
Minister Anas Al-Saleh of failing to curb rampant vote 
buying. He said that it appears that vote-buying prac-
tices are bigger than the interior minister, who has 
failed to issue the necessary decisions to curb the 
violation. He urged the prime minister to intervene. 

New candidate Hamad Al-Munawer, also from 
the fourth constituency, said if he is elected to the 
Assembly, he will immediately file a draft law calling 
on the government to forgive consumer loans of 
Kuwaiti citizens. Candidate Sheikha Al-Jassem, con-
testing from the third constituency, called for 
changing the current voting system based on a sin-
gle vote, saying this system has drastically harmed 
women’s chances to win seats in the Assembly. 

Former MP Hassan Jowhar, a leading opposition 
figure who ended his boycott of elections since 

2012 and is running in the first constituency, blasted 
the government for ignoring the decades-old hous-
ing problem. He said just KD 1.5 billion is needed to 
provide necessary housing for 250,000 citizens, but 
instead of providing this amount, the government 
offered to pay KD 3 billion to big merchants in 
compensation for coronavirus-related losses. 

Meanwhile, the appeals court will hear tomorrow 
cases of a number of candidates who were disquali-
fied by an interior ministry commission for being 
convicted in court over financial and criminal cases. 
The lower court on Thursday confirmed the dis-
qualification of seven candidates but cancelled the 
decision for eight others, prompting the candidates 
and the government’s legal department to appeal. 

The fatwa and legislation department, which rep-
resents the government in court, yesterday filed 
petitions against the lower court’s ruling to rehabili-
tate eight candidates, while the other candidates 
appealed the rulings against them. The cases must 
be completed with final rulings before the general 
elections on Dec 5. The interior ministry commis-
sion had disqualified 34 candidates, many of them 
over financial cases, but at least two of them - for-
mer MP Bader Al-Dahoum and activist Ahmad Al-
Fiker - were disqualified on political grounds.

Candidates press  
for dual citizenship...
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 unsubstantiated narrative of voter fraud. So far, 

attempts to thwart certification of vote tallies have 
failed in courts in Georgia, Michigan and Arizona. 
On Saturday, US District Judge Matthew Brann, a 
Republican appointed by Democratic former 
President Barack Obama, dismissed a similar effort 
in Pennsylvania, writing that the case presented by 
Trump’s lawyers claiming voter fraud amounted to 
“strained legal arguments without merit and specu-
lative accusations”. “This claim, like Frankenstein’s 
Monster, has been haphazardly stitched together,” 
Brann wrote. 

Some of Trump’s fellow Republicans in Congress 
are now breaking ranks though many, including the 
most senior ones, have not. Republican Senator Pat 
Toomey said Brann’s ruling “exhausted all plausible 
legal options” for Trump in Pennsylvania, and he 
urged the president to “accept the outcome of the 
election”. Toomey also congratulated Biden and 

Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and referred to 
them as “dedicated public servants”. 

Liz Cheney, a member of the Republican leader-
ship team in the House of Representatives, earlier 
called on Trump to immediately present evidence of 
widespread voter fraud or otherwise respect “the 
sanctity of our electoral process”. Ron Klain, 
Biden’s choice as incoming White House chief of 
staff, and other Biden aides appeared on Sunday 
morning news shows to give their team’s perspec-
tive on the transition process. 

“You are going to see the first of the president-
elect’s cabinet picks on Tuesday of this week,” Klain 
told ABC’s “This Week” yesterday. Former New 
Jersey governor Chris Christie, who served as an 
advisor during the Trump transition, said on ABC 
that the president’s spate of legal challenges was a 
“national embarrassment”. Maryland Governor 
Larry Hogan, another Republican, said on CNN that 
Trump was making the country look like a “banana 
republic,” while ex-national security advisor John 
Bolton said on the same program that the presi-
dent’s actions amounted to “throwing rocks through 
windows.” North Dakota senator Kevin Cramer 
defended Trump’s insistence on ensuring the elec-
tion was fair, but added on NBC that it is “past time 
to start a transition”. — Reuters  

Trump digs in  
amid pressure...
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calling for a boycott of Ramadan and the hashtag 

“Mohamed Ramadan is a Zionist” trending on 
Twitter. “Truly there’s nothing but entertainment 
bringing you two together - not religion, not Arab 
identity, or humanity or land or shared history,” 
someone wrote on Facebook, addressing Ramadan.  

Egypt’s controversial celebrity, who regularly dis-
plays his flashy cars and extravagant lifestyle on 
social media, shot back at critical fans saying: “I don’t 
ask which country the person who wants to  take a 
photo with me comes from unless they say them-

selves.” He also took the opportunity to pay tribute 
to the Palestinian people. “Palestine is number one”, 
he wrote based on the title of his massively popular 
song in the Arab world called “Number One”, adding: 
“I salute the brotherly Palestinian people.” 

Egypt is the first Arab country to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979 - followed by Jordan in 
1994 - but the deal has not gone well with many 
Egyptians who staunchly oppose Israel’s occupa-
tion of Palestinian territories. The United Arab 
Emirates normalized ties with the Jewish state  
earlier this year, in a move quickly followed by 
Bahrain and Sudan. But not everyone was upset 
with Ramadan, as attitudes begin to shift towards 
Israel in the region. “This is the peace we’re after... 
may God bless you Mohamed Ramadan. Peace is 
the only solution in the Middle East,” a Facebook 
user wrote. — AFP 

Egypt actor in  
soup over pics...

Saudi King Salman delivers an address during the 
second session of the G20 summit yesterday. —  AFP 


